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Ii 1 

Decision to Pursue a Policy of Self-Sufficiency 

4. The policy of self-sufficiency was set out in my written answer to 

Parliament on 22 January 1975: 
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9. In 1975 WHO laid down guidelines saying paid donors should not be used 

from countries such as the US. This report and its findings were an 

important part of my continued decision making on the need for self-

sufficiency within the UK. Indeed, in April 1976 l addressed the World 
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Federation of Haemophilia Congress in London supporting the WHO 

policy, stating: 
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time as a Minister which have been destroyed without any consultation or 
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the plasma sent by the Centres.,,

18. The belief in 1975 that self-sufficiency could be achieved within a 2-3 year 

timescale is mentioned in a document dated 11 July 1975 where in 

referring to PQ 3474 1 state, "Once again we are in a 2-3 year timescale. 

I have asked if we can improve on this. Can I have a note?" The paper 

goes on to say, "This is the timescale Dr Owen gave in a reply to a PQ 
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22.On 7 December 1978 (Hansard Vol 959) the then Minister of State in a 

Parliamentary Answer said, "The production of Factor VII l in England and 

Wales estimated in 1975 to be needed was exceeded by July 1977, and 

production has risen substantially since then. The two fractionation 

centres for which my Department is responsible are working at full current 

capacity." 

8 

W ITNO663001 _0008 



i1F i •' ! II ii. iiriiiq

!' •ii liii` iriii 1 I1W1 i • 

ri d• r' ! t~ :• '~ !Y : i Y ! Y1tiI t lt1'!. 

! w. Y 
• 

.:: w. i  i  i

i • ! i ' i 

";;# • is r!! ! r iloo ! M 

• • r •r ♦ • 

•- • t~ r r 

• 

W ITNO663001 _0009 



•'♦ `• •' «•I • •' it 

present requirements and become self-sufi°Ncient in 1977'.
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financial terms offered, assurances had been given to meeting the 

targets: 
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33. It is worth noting that Conservative Minister Sir George Young 

categorically stated, "that there was no place for a commercial company 

in the management of PL" and that Dr Vaughan, the Minister of State, in 
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"I should add that the projected requirements for FVIII, which were 

based on advice given to the Department earlier this year, may 

have to be revised in the face of very recent evidence which 

indicates that UK clinicians are coming under pressure from various 

quarters to step-up the dosage regime for the home treatment of 

haemophilia.,,
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Government in 1980. But over the years I have retained relevant material 
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in my view at the time, defensive and incomplete comments. 
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4 Sally Sheard, `Quacks and Clerks: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on the 
Structure and Function of the British Medical Civil Service', Social Policy and 
Administration, Vol 44, No 2, April 2010, pp. 193-207. 
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y Oral evidence of The Right Honourable Lord Jenkin to the Archer Inquiry, transcript of 14 
June 2007 
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6 Casteret, Anne-Marie (1992). L°afaire Diu sang (in French). Paris: Ed dons La 
Decouverte. ISBN 2707121150 
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66.The WHO's resolution promoting voluntary non-remunerated blood 

donations was an important part of my decision making on the need to 

achieve self-sufficiency within the UK. In my view the handling and 

importance given to this resolution should be examined carefully by the 

Inquiry. 
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Jean-Pierre Allain, Le Skis des Hermophile; Mon tempi n , e entretiens avec Fabierine 
Prat. (Editions Frison-Roche, 1993). Professor Allain is a French haematologist who was 
sent to prison in France but continued to be a Professor at Cambridge University during and 
after his sentence, a decision upheld when independently assessed by Baroness Warnock. 
9 Gilles Paquet and 

Roger 

A. Perrault, The Tainted-Blood Tragedy in Canada. A Cascade 
of Governance Failures (Invenire, 2016), p_ 48. 
10 Francois Ewald, et al, Le principe de precaution. (Paris, FR: Presses Universitaires de 
France,.2009), 
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86. In 2010 the Scottish Government Social Research published a fascinating 

in-depth review of this whole issue drawing on New Zealand's experience 

entitled 'No-fault Compensation Schemes for Medical Injury' and surveys 

of public opinion showed considerable public interest and support. 

87. In the days when I was Minister of Health the nature of Treasury control 

of the Department of Health was that it was easier to get the same amount 

of extra money for increased revenue spending than for capital spending. 

I do not know whether the same mechanisms exist for the NHS England 

now under the legal framework of the Health and Social Care Act 2012. 

There is growing evidence that that legislation is only being selectively 

applied by NHS England and it is my profound belief that they are acting 

ultra vires in many areas of their activities. For example, the relationship 

between the Chief Executive of NHS England and the Secretary of State 

for Health is not in accord with the separation of powers in that legislation. 

I opposed this separation in the House of Lords consideration of the Act. 

It is not legal for this to be changed by administrative procedures. Some 

of these issues have been highlighted in a recent report from CHPI.12

88. It is not for NHS England any more than for me to pick and choose what 

parts of the Act are implemented. It is high time that this Act was replaced. 

But until it is repealed it is the law of the land. The relevance of all this to 

the blood contamination question is how much has changed in the 

management of the NHS from 1979 and how much has changed in 

legislation affected the blood transfusion services and the use of 

contaminated blood from a donor pool overseas. I hope the Inquiry will 

examine how NHS England should be dealing with these issues in the 

future. NHS England operates in many different ways to the NHS in 

Scotland and Wales. It must be part of this Inquiry's task to make 

comparisons between England and the NHS in Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. 

12 
https://chpi.org.uk/blog/unconstitutional-governance-of-the-nhs-in-england-a-symptom-

of-the-uks-political-ma laise/ 
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Stater nt of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this written statement are true. 

GRO-C 

Signed:. 

Dated:
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