
iii 

I0 t* # * r GH 

i 

1, John Gavin Ran in, will say as follows: - 

1. My name is John Gavin Rankn. y date of birth is ! GRO-C 11937 and 

my address is GRO-C 1 West -- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
S usseX,__ GRO_C

2. 1 am a payroll administrator and a widower following the passing of my 

wife of 51 years in 2011 Iamalso a carer for my granddaughter, aged 

16. 
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4. 1 met my wife, Patricia, when l worked in the merchant navy. I joined 

the merchant navy straight after school as a navigation apprentice, and 

stayed there for 6 years. We married soon after leaving the navy. 

5. Since leaving the merchant navy, I have been a driving instructor, wine 

delivery driver, a salesman for double-glazing, kitchens, bedrooms, 

bathrooms, jewellery and books. In 1972 l joined a company and 

became their second-best salesman.  a result, I won a franchise for 

the Portsmouth area. 

6. Around 6 to 9 months after that, the supplies I was provided with to sell 

7. My wife and I were unable to have children, so we adopted David when 

he was just a few weeks old. He was born on ` GRO—C _._._.! 1966. We 

also adopted my daughter who is two years younger than David. 

« 

haemophilia at that time was that if you sustained a cut you would 

is " ~: a► ~ ~ i "" ~ ~::-. 
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11. David was a mild haemophiliac and only needed treatment when he 

had a bleed, We decided soon after his diagnosis that we had better 

protect him as much as we were able. We got him some pads to wear 

around his knees, to prevent him from suffering cuts and bruises if he 

ever fell. We did not aow him to play football, rugby or cricket as 

Portsmouth. Dr O'Brien was the haemophilia centre director at that 

time. 

13.We would often rush David to the hospital if he ever had an accident to 

hospital as fast as possible. 

"f l' r • i1 

Christmas disease. 
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1 . We eventually decided to move to Cornwall to set up a camping site: 

19.Once David !eft school, he began working for the National Westminster 

bank in Bodmin, (NatWest) A job he really enjoyed. At this point his 

prospects were excellent. 

20 On leaving Cornwall we returned to Sussex, and settled 
in . . . . 

GRo-C- 
David worked at a NatWest office someone near Kings Cross in 

London. Around this time he began to show more and more signs that 
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22. Gradually David's condition worsened. This culminated in him being 

47 
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25, On one occasion David was transferred to John Radcliffe Hospital, in 

r  s •: s s: ~: s - • w:: 

27. After the operation we visited him In the intensive care unit, David was 

severely jaundiced, his skin looking a dark shade of yellow- he had 

numerous  tubes sticking out of his neck. He was just lying there. 

ei f 

years. Now we knew this was his last real hope of € rviving. 
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31. When David did return home briefly, he was extremely weak. He was 

unable to stand up by himself, and he appeared very ill and down. He 

ILVZ-

32. Around 3 weeks after the first transplant we were told that they had 

located a new liver. David returned to Addenbrook&s and had the 

second liver transplant. We again sat next to him hoping and praying 

that he would be alright. Thankfully, he came out and the transplant 

was a success. 

33. After returning home, David stayed with us for a while, He was still 

around 6 months, and we then helped him move to a house in 

GRO-C 
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35. David takes numerous tablets daily to prevent his body from rejecting 

days where he suffers from severe flu-like symptoms. This could be a 

side-effect of his medication, or equally because of all the suffering he 

F I s 

36. On 16th August 2019, l received an unsolicited letter from the National 

In
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37. 1 followed this up and in a etter dated 19 August 2019 from Professor 

Charles FPM Hay (Director of the National Haemophilia Database), I 

was told that certain documents were not disclosed to me at the initial 

request ( 1TN3 2 03). This was explained as Bing a result of an 

administrative error because certain paper documents were not 

entered into the electronic record archive. This has only helped to add 

to my distrust of certain aspects of the medical profession. 

39. My wife and I were never informed that as a child David could have 

been at risk of infection as a result of blood products. The first time I 

heard that infection was a possibility was on the news while watching 

TV. 
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42. 1 am not aware of any other i f ctions that David may have as a result 

of infected blood products. 

44. 1 believe that David consented to be tested for hepatitis C. 

E 
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55. As far as 1am aware David did not experience any stigma in relation to 

his haemophilia or hepatitis C infection, I never discussed it with others 

outside the family. We are a very tight-knit family and would not 

publicise anything of this nature to friends outside of our family circle. 

Section  . TreatrnenUCa re/Support 

50.1 have had no concerns with the treatment David received whilst at 

< -d 

right treatment. 
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hepatitis C. 

somewhere in me, 

61.1 have not applied for financial assistance from any form of Trust, Fund 

or Scheme In consequence of David's infection with hepatitis C. 

hide this scandal, for which they should apologise. 

of earnings, asin David's case. 

someone got something wrong and have yet to be held accountable for 

It, 
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65. Our generation did not challenge the medical profession; they were the 

experts and we put our faith in them. I am glad that there is now more 

accountability, and this should extend to medical professionals 

responsible for this tragedy. 

66. Once the Inquiry is over, I would like to think that the government will 

apologise, promise that such a tragedy will never happen again, and 

recompense all the people that suffered as a result of this. 

67.I also include and exhibit the `Extract from the UK National 

Haemophilia database. Explanatory note' Signed by Prof CRM Hay as 

exhibit (WITN3742006). 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the st d in this witness statement are true. 

Signed 
GRO-D 

Dated 'i'4- Gr'1 n Zeic3 r 
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