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• 

Today I have published my recommendations to the 
Government for how the proposed infected blood 
compensation scheme might be improved, based 
on the feedback I have received from the 
community of those infected and affected by this 
issue. 

Last May the previous Government published its 
proposals for a compensation scheme. This was 
built on the recommendations of Sir Brian Langstaff 
in his Infected Blood inquiry reports, in particular his 
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second interim report, which in turn was founded on 
my own framework study published over two years 
ago. 

I have provided these recommendations to the 
Government on their proposals, alongside the 
advice of the expert advisory group led by 
Professor Montgomery. The Government has also 
published its response to my recommendations 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government 
-update-on-the-infected-blood-compensation-scheme-16-
august-2024/government-update-on-the-infected-blood-
compensation-scheme-l6-august-
2024#:-:text=Government%20accepted%20the%20mora 
1%20case,an%20Infected%20BIood°i020Support%20Sch 
eme) and will now decide on the final details before 
laying the required regulations in Parliament by 24 
August. 

Community views and feedback 

Shortly after I was appointed interim Chair, I made 
a statement setting out the values I intended to 
adopt; these include candour, transparency and 
compassion- I recognise that the new Authority 
must earn the trust of those to whom we are to 
deliver compensation; it is imperative that we listen 
to, and act, on their views. 

Let me be candid now. The hard-working officials 
and their advisory group put together the proposals 
accepted by the previous Government in good faith. 
They sought to design a scheme to implement the 
recommendations made in the Inquiry's second 
interim report. However, they did so without the full 
benefit of the input of the community - those who 
have been infected or affected by blood or blood 
products. 

As the community has since made clear, that was 
not the best way to gain their trust in the proposals. 
When I was appointed interim Chair, I was asked by 
the previous Government to undertake an 
engagement exercise. Regretfully, this was 
somewhat limited in time and scope because of the 
deadline set for the laying of the scheme's 
regulations in Parliament (put in place to ensure 
quicker payments), and because the engagement 
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costs, that funding for legal support should be 
available to assist with the making of the application 
for compensation, and that consideration be given 
to making a mediation service available to help with 
the resolution of family disputes arising out of the 
compensation. 

Legal and other support 

Finally, I have recommended that funding should be 
provided for legal support to assist eligible people 
with their applications. I also recommend that there 
should also be a legal advice service for those 
without legal representatives to assist with the 
compensation process. There is also a need for the 
scheme to offer or direct award recipients to a 
source of financial advice to assist them in the 
management of the award. 

Sir Robert Francis KC 

Interim Chair of the Infected Blood Compensation 
Authority 

Published 16 August 2024 
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