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TREATHENT OF HARNOFUILIA = AHG CONCENTRATE

1« Since Dr Reison and I discussed with the Mindster of btat.c hlt week
t-.’bo queutton of supplies of AHG concentrate, we have - cstac

e office that earmarked central finance to the utent of
& .25- oopiul and £ +25 rewenue can be made aveilable to Regional
Authorities to inoresse MHS production of this meterial, We have
been asked to draw attention to the feot that a deeision to make this
special allocation of rescurces to blood products production inevitably
means that less money overall will be svailable for other high pricrity
Health Authority services eg mentally ill, memtally hendicapped, family
planning, and certein gentrelly sponscred projects, such as schemes to
reduce waiting times. But there is broad agreement that such an
alloeation would be Justifiable.

20 If the Einister of State confirms his intention to take specdal
measures to incresse produstion of AHG concentrate he could write in the
following terms to the seversl WPs to whom enswers are outstending.
Subject to his views on this draft we could then use it bas a besis for
replying to the individual cases =

"I am sorry not to have replied earlier to your letter of .os.
sbout the provision of Factor VIII for the treatment of
heemophilis but I wanted to examine this problem in some
detalle

It is the case that the most recently developed form of Facter VIII,
humen freese dried anti-hasmophilic globulin conscentrate or, for
short, AHG concentrste, is regerded by most clinicisns a3 the
optimum form of treatment for their heemophilic patients.
Adequate stocks of this material, which is imported, are
available from commerciasl sources, but it is expensive and

" Heelth Authorities cannot afford to buy es much as they would
wish to, ziven the various cleims on their resources.

Factor VIII 418 also produced within the National Health Servioce
fron blood donstions to the National Blood Transfusion Service
but not yet in sufficisnt quantities, perticularly so far es AHG
concentrate is concermed.

I have come to the conclusion that we must take steps to mske
the NHS self-gufficient in ARG concentrate a8 soon as possible,
end to achieve this I propose to suthorise the allooation of
special finance to boost cur own production of this meterial.
In addition we shall meed the full co=operstion of sll elinicians
who will need to use cousiderably more concentrated red cells
for transfusion rather than whole blood, in order to fiee plasma
for conversion into ANG concentrates”
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3« It will be nocessary to inform legional Authorities of this
dscision, and I attach for informetion s rather fuller draft of &
Dear Sir letter which I suggest should issue at about the same time es
the Mindster of State's letter to MPs,

&» During our discussion last week mention was made of & posaible
grranged P (which oould be based on the last three paregraphs of the
draft above)e I am somewhat doubtful about this since the mein
pressure is for additional money to buy the ccsmercial product nows
However, you will no doubt take the Minister of State’s views on this.

B O B Gidden
HS 2B

9 December 1974
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