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Zubada Seedat Tor John ChanPROFFDOMHGRE DOH
ot 1o e ce: Willism Cormon/PD-PMODOH/GB@DOH, Allsa
1e732/2005 1536 WightPHB/DOH/GE & DOH

Subjent: Re: POUSTT4 - Lord Morris of Manohester[]

John,

The reply we have provided refers only to Lord Jenkin's enquiries, as it is Bkelv that the
question was tabled in order to ascertain details about the enquiries by Lord Jenkin. For
example part of the question states "___and what further responses, if any, they have received
from forrmer Ministers”. This relates to the letter Lord Jenkin sent to Perm Sec on 25
Getober. by addition theve have been a couple of PO's which refer only o Lord Jenkin's
regent enquiries.

With regards to Lord Owen, we understund that he wrote 1o John Moore (then SoS8)in 1987
rsing concermns about what happened to the extra money he provided in 1975 and why this
did nost result in self-sufficiency in blood products. We do not have a copy of the John Moo
reply but Lord Owen is quoted as saying that he was told that papers had been destoyed,
This issue of selfsufficiency in blood products resurfaced in 2002 and Lord Owen has not
been in touch with the Department since then, In view of this we have not referred 1o Lord
{rwen's enquiries/concerns.

Hope this helps.

Zubeda Seedat
{reneral Health Protection

| GRO-C |

John Chan

Johin Ghan Tor Zubsda BeerdayPFHEDOMNGRBDOM
1G/12IR005 10:08 oo
bon:

Subject: PQDATY4 - Lord Moris of Manchesisr
Jubeda

Lord Warner has raised query 10 reply you provided - "Wasn't Lord Owen also trvolved in
this and shouldnt we cover in answer?”

Please advise.

Thanks.
lohn o
i
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PQOSTT4

Backeround

i, We believe this question has been prompted by members of the hagmophilis lobby group,
who would like a public mguiry into the ssue of haemophilia patients infected with hepatitis
C through contaminated bload products,

Lord Jenkin’s request Tor access 1o papers

2. In December last year we received correspondence from Lord Patrick Jenkin who asked
for access to papers going back to the period when he was Becretary of State for the DHSS
(Muy 1979 - Sept 1981} on the 1ssue of haemophilia patients infected with Hepatitis C
through conta «d products. This letter was prompted by a letter Lovrd Jenkin
received from i 2 hacmophilia patient infected with hepatins C and HIV
through biood products. Under Civil Service Guidance, former Ministers are allowed
reasonable acvess 1o the papers of the papars of the period then they were in office. Lord
Jenkin received two replies from Lord Warner on 27 January and 10 March 2003 about the
issue of haomophilia patients fnfected with bepatitis C and DH record keeping,

3. Pollowing a meeting with Sir Nigel Crisp on 13 April 2003, we were asked 1o identify
files on this fssue so that Lord Jenkin conld go through the papers. We contacted both the
Departmental Becords Office and the National Archives to setrieve files for the period 1979 -
1981, There were a Himited number of {iles going back to this period, unformumately many of
the ftles from that period have been destroyed, However, we made available those files
which were held, and agreed to releasing some documents which Lord Jenkin indicated that
he would like to make available to!  GRO-B |

4. Lord Jenkin has now released these documents i __i but has notified him
about the fact that a number of files have been destroved. This has generated some media
interest, accusing officials of a “cover up™.

5. Loed Jenkin has written again, to Siv Nigel Crisp (on 23 October 2003), indicating that he
would like a further meeting to explore why files for the 19707s and 19805 were destroved.
Sir Nigel replied on | Diecember, declining his request for a meeting, however the response
set put fully our understanding of why papers had been destroyed.

Diestruction of paness

6. During the HIV litigation fnv the 19905 many papers Trom that period were recalled. We
understand that papers were not adequately archived and were unfortunately destroved in the
early 19905, In addition, we have established that many other impartunt docurments, mostly
papers and minutes of the Advisory Committee on Virologiczal Safety of Blood were
destroved in the 199073, This should not have happened. During the discovery exercise for
the Hepatitis C hitigation in 2000 1t emerged that muany files were missing. A low key internal
mvestigation was undertaken, by colleagues in Intemal Audit, to establish why files wers
destroyed. We have managed to obtain the report by Internal Audit. This concludes

¢
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“The decision 1o mark the files for destruction was taken at & time of muyor organizational
change in the Department, 121 the implementation of the Functions and Manpower Review
{(FMR). which resulted in two experienced members of staff leaving the relevant section.

We believe that the upheavals of the PMR process probably resulted in erther

- adelegation of responsibilities without proper instruction, or
- an assumption of responsibality withowt proper authorisation,

Either econrrence, Hkely glven the organisational context, i3 the most probable explanation
for the decision to mavk the files for destruction, and the shont destruction dates assigned”,

WITN3996021_0004
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POOSTIE 20082006
Writtenn Answer Han Reft Vol
Col

LORD MORRIS OF MANCHESTER {LABOUR ¥

The Lord Maorris of Manchester - To ask Her Mugesty's Governiment what inguiries the
Bepartment of Health has received from former Health Ministers to examine files dating

5

from their vears at the department relating fo contamninated National Health Service blood
";rudu@s what replics they have given to those mqumm, and what ?urtiz v responses, i any,
they have received from the former Ministers, (HL2T783) ooessiisss

SUGGESTED REPLY

In December last year, Lord Jenkin of Roding contacted Ministerg about access {0
papers o the treatrment of hasmophilia patients and tlood safety dating back to the
pericd whan ha was Secretary of State for the Department of Haealth and Social
Swcurity. Lord Jenkin has also basn in touch with the Chiel Executive and officials
the Department of Health,

Lord Jenkin has received several letters fram the Department and met with the Chisf
Exacutive on 13 April 20085, In addition, he visited the Department of Mealth on two
oncasions to mspact fites dating bac&; to hiz period in office. A number of papers were
released &t his reguest. However, we scknowlsdged sarly on i Lord Jenkins enguiries
that mamf papsts '?fmm the 1870's amd 19820 have been desiroyed in error.
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1. Reply approved by:

Name

Branch

Atfsax Wighr

Cenersd Health Protection

2. Reply composed by:
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Lubwda Secdar
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3. The fellowing special peints should be noted:

Wel Hee

Wel Hse
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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

POSTT4

2005/2006

Lords Written

The Lord Mormris of Manchester - To ask Her Majesty’s Government what inquiries the
Department of Health has received from former Health Ministers w examine fles dating
from their years at the departiment selating 1o contaminated National Health Service blood
products; what replies they huve given to those inquiries; and what further responses, if any,
they have received from the former Mimsters. (HLI78%

For Answer om

12/12/2005

Motice Paper Date:

03/12/2005

Notice Paper Page:

1518

MP (Party)

MORRIS OF MANCHESTER, LORT:
(LABOUR)

DRAFT REPLY TO REACH PARLIAMENTARY BRANCH BY

12:00 Thursday 8 December 2005
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