
That this House deplores the delays in providing for both 
haemophiliac and nonhaemophfliac patients infected with if IV 
through National Bealth Service treat ent; believes that no 
medical accident victim should be subject to imcertainty and ie l 
pressures which compound their suffering nor should their financial 
welfare depend on the death-bed repentance of a government before 
a general election; and calls for the establishment of a centrally 
funded nofault medical accident payment scheme. 

Line to to 

Since the Pearson Commission came down against introducing  a system 
of no fault couipersation, the arguments for and against have not 
fundamer.t.ally changed. No fault compensation would certainly 
overcome the perceived unfairness of treatment between those 
vi cti s of medical accidents who are awarded damages after proving 
negligence as d those who are not compensated because either they 
fail to prove negligence or because negligence was clearly not 
involved:. However such a scheme would, in its turn, create 
unfairness between those who are disabled by a medical a :ci:det,, 
and wnuld then be corpensated, and those who are ejually disabled 
as a result of the natural progression of their disease. 

ac ote 

1. 0 IV infected blood/tissue recipients. 

1.1 The Government is extending  the special provision for 
haemophiliacs to infected blood and tissue recipients infected. 
with OW through blood or tissue transfer within the UK. It 
has concluded that it would be right to recognise that this 
group who, like the haemophiliacs, being infected with OW 
through medical treatment within the UK, are also a very 
special case. 

1.2 The exact numbers are not known, . 74 cases are reported to 
have been transfused in UK and in a further 17 cases the place 
Of tranfsion is not known at present. Claims will have to 
be validated. 

1.3 We cannot be certain about the cost, as numbers with valid 
claims are not known. On the basis of the reported cases we 
estimate the cost could be £12 million. 
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2. No-Fault oampe ation. 
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