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INFECTED BLOOD NQURY 

WRITTEN STATE ENT OF PETER FRTH 

I, Peter Frth, will say as follows: - 
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. 1 had an operation about a week later to remove it. The surgeon, Mr Potter, 

seemed to very good and he prioritised seeing me over his private 

patients. 
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remainder of the tumour, But the consutants there were reluctant too as they 

r 

qualifications. In my first term at Bfrmngham the no bleeds started recurring 

again. 

the tumor. So, I gave the consutants at the St elhou e Lane Hospital this 
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Potter was my surgeon for the third time. 

• . i R. fit?" ~: on Al i  r • t : : 

the tumour, and again they were reluctant to try radiotherapy, 

1 , Mr Potter was of the belief that the tumour would shrink over time and go 

away on its own. So it was decided that he would just closely monitor me over 

the next few years. 

of the Lake District mountains, I would often go potholing in the Yorkshire 

Dales. 

20. It warn°t until many years later that I found out that my health was not all that 

great. I run my architectural firm with my business partner and we have cross- 

• 
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and they agreed to reduce the premium but requested  that we both get 

w 

consuft nt. 

28.At this time, I had never heard of H patitis C, so I found what I read very 

upsetting, worrying and concerning. 
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29, 1 was not treated at any stage without my consent, at least not to my 

Eii Q. .J..ntMniimp tQa tffl. 

HCV antibodies, 1 did not know what to think. Up until that point I had never 
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can do, That's why I contacted the Hepatitis C Trust earlier this year to ask 

R 

recovering alcoholic, 
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myself and always carry a small first aid kit, 

• 
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much more emotional and get upset very easily. 
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my mind. 

this incident. 
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oats of advice. Sandra was great. They identified it and I received good 

treatment. 
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53. We gave the kids the option of getting tested and they wanted to. We are 

quite open with them. Our daughter was about 12 and our son was 17 at the 

time, GRO-C 

54. 1 decided I wanted to undergo the course of treatment. Sandra suggested that 

I didn't start it until the New Year, since the dark and damp days would make 

me get more depressed. 

55. We had 3 or 4 meetings before I started the treatment. Sandra told me it 

would be Ribavirin tablets and Interferon injections, I got quite stressed about 

the idea of injecting myself asI hate needles. There was a choice on what 

type of Interferon I could have, and she gave me various types of syringes to 

try out on oranges. I assumed I would be taking the injections in the leg, so I 

would be imagining it like that in the evenings. I was getting very worked up 

about it, 

56.Then I found out I was going to have to inject myself in the stomach. I did not 

like that idea. But eventually I decided it had to be done. I chose the EpiPen 

67, 1 called the OP and asked if I could come in for them to give me the injections, 

and they agreed. However, on the first occasion I had to inject myself in front 

of the nurse. She did offer to do it but I said, "No I have to do it." 

68. It was a 12mmonth course of treatment. I was given 4 weeks supply of drugs at 

a time. For the first month I went in every week to have blood tests. 

59. Sandra gave me her personal telephone number and told me I could ring her 

anytime, 24 hours a day. There were 2 occasions that I called, one of which 

was when the EpiPn failed, She told me what to do then, 

60. Sandra was very matter of fact and down to earth. She was calm and nothing 

fazed her. It took a lot of the uncertainty away. 
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6t The treatment was very hard, but I was determined to do it. It did knock me 

around, both mentally and physically. 

68. I have met people who gave up work during the treatment. Sandra said I was 

the only person she knew who worked all the way through. My business 

partner carried me, I had one project on-site which I managed to focus on. 

64.At home Sue, my wife had to do everything, she could not rely on me to be 

able to do anything at home. 

65. The same year that I went through the treatment, we were running our son 

down to university interviews. I couldn't function. On one occasion I remember 

just lying under a tree in main drive at Southampton University. 

67, Towards the end of my treatment, Sandra retired. I saw a doctor after that. 

The next HCV nurse I saw was nowhere near as good as Sandra. 
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08. We would look at a graph of my viral load and see how it was affected by the 

treatment, You could see it going down. I had the treatment for 12 months and 

it was successful. The viral load was reduced, 

09. 1 had regular check-ups for 2 years, Initially they wanted to discharge me 

entirely, but I asked to have check-ups. I was scared it would come back. 

They just told me the viral count was low. I've never been told that I've been 

cured and I'm always worried about that. It was never made clear that it had 

fully gone. 

70, Today, in addition to the comments I have already made about the depression 

etc, I don't feel that my levels of concentration are the same as they were 

previously and I now think that I won't get that back. That is an effect of the 

treatment. 

71 Despite trying, I don't feel that I have been able to regain my fitness levels 

back to where they were. I get very tired. I can play tennis but it's not the 

same. It is not as if I haven't tried,

72.1 suffer from itchy skin which is apparently a side-effect of the treatment. I 

have seen a dermatologist about it who has prescribed some creams to 

reduce the itch. 

73. During the treatment, I wasn't aggressive but I was fragile and impatient. I 

would get very overwhelmed and emotional, which isn't like me at all. I 

couldn't cope. It put a lot of pressure on my family. 

74. Lots of things were put on hold, for the whole family. It was very difficult, 

13 

W ITN4118001 _0013 



76. We couldn't make any plans to do anything. My f roily had no idea what state 

I would be in. We had to say no to lots of family events and weddings 

because we didn't know if I would be well enough on the day. 

76. From the diagnosis point onwards, it was very frightening for Sue. She was 

carrying it aD. She didn't know if she was going to keep working. She was 

offered time off but she said, `'I can't be the one to have time off when he is 

managing to work," 

77 The children were teenagers, they were involved with lots of sports and 

activities. Sue couldn't rely on me to take them anywhere, so she did all of 

that. Our son was undergoing university interviews, and she would take him to 

these most of the time, 

78. Our daughter was a very keen swimmer. I had been roped into becoming a 

swimming referee and hoped to get the opportunity to train to become 

referee for the 2012 Olympics, but that had to get cancelled. So I missed that 

79. Mentally, I was very fragile, and it was very difficult to make a decision on 

anything. It was hard for Sue to maintain normality for the kids. 

80. My elderly parents were extremely worried and concerned. They were worried 

that I was going to die before them. 

81. Money was a big worry during the year I was having my treatment. In the end 

I managed to work a lot more than we thought. If not we could have probably 

ended up having to sell the house. 

82The worst thing was not being able to do my work properly and develop the 

business. I was the Principal Director and couldn't carry out my usual 
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to other architects. 

83, Some clients knew about the HCV because I had to tell them it I couldn't take 

on the work. 

treatment, 

other adverse reactions. 

is 
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available to me, I g ogled it and I saw that I was having the only thing on 

offer. 

their treatment of maternity patients. But I have had the opposite experience 

there. 

r ii iisI L1 iiTs.. 

TisIi 

meets at certain times. 
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97. 1 contacted North Lonsdaie for my medical records. They were very hesitant in 

supplying them. In fact they actually said, 'You're not going to make a claim 

against us are you?" They supplied very little inform t€on but they did confirm 

one of the operations that I had. The Christie Hospital was quite helpful, they 

cross-referenced some other information. 

98. 1 paid for a private consultation with an ENT surgeon at the Princess Royal 

Hospital. I asked him to provide a statement about what would have been 

involved in such an operation. 

99. 1 also researched a lot about the operations. A lot of articles online said how 

much blood is normally used during an operation like that. I went the extra 

mile to gather all the information. 

100. When I appealed, I went overboard with the information I supplied about 

operations. I understood and knew what I had to do. I was also in a position 

where I could pay a private consultant to give evidence, I think it must be very 

difficult for a person not as fortunate as me to make a successful application. 

101.The appeal was then accepted. I received the initial £20,000 in 2010. 

Between then and 2018, there may have been another payment of about 

£6,000. All of these have been referred to as ex gratin payments. I was also 

told that I could get my prescriptions paid for. 

102.Now 1 qualify for the £18,000 per year. In the last 2 years, I have been getting 

quarterly payments. 
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110.1 wonder whether enough is being done to alert people to the risk. There are 

people who don't realise they have been infected. I think there should be a 

look-back and there should have been a proactive approach to tell people 

about what happened. 

I believe that acts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 

Signed   _._._._.-.-.-._.- _ - _._.-._.-._._._._._._. 
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