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Miss Cavanagh APS/PS{H} From: T A Kelly

Bate: 15 July 1994

e Dr Bedman HC{M
Mr Durkin HP{A}3

File GER 15
POH{3}4608/75: PAYMENTS TO HAEMOPHILIACS INFECTED WITH
HEPATITIS THROUGH BLOOD PRODUCTS

I attach advice and a line to take on payments for thoso
infected with HIV through NHS treatment, but not hepaltitis,
following the correspondence wilh David Porter Hsg Mp.

T A XKELLY
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PAYMENTE TO HAEMOPHILIACS INFECTED WITH HEPATITIS THROUGH
BLOOD PRODUCTS

gany other axanpliss uf drug reaction and medical *”eaiMwn
faith where non- Ligent harm has goourred, and

a result could press for Government w“mﬁunSat Lo,

<, Gur concern has bsen to ving fence the payments £o HIV infectad

H@eﬁ»ph;"- and thoge inf :d with BRIV through blood tranafusion.
Thers has y& been the danger that these payments might sncourage claims

from other coups danaged by x ERer 1 idents, Fach time a concession iz
nade it becomes more difficult to re- -astabklish a C*Qﬂlbi@ ring fence to
pravent ihxthrr novenent tows zds & general no fanlt scheme for nedical
aooidents.

3. The Sovernssnt nade special provision for those with b
HIV bacauss of their wery special circumstanses. The f.“”!
payments Lo the HIV haemophiliacs was that they were 4

he problens af HIV wete ;1@9‘*m~u”&a en the healtn, s
disadvantages they already suffered as the result of ¢
haemophilis. Following a cawgaign on bohalf of t\,ue
through Dlood ftransfusion, the Sovernment by
i
G

1
A
group, concluding that they too were a ve ial *aaav &at% %luﬁ
shared the tragedy of becoming infeoctsad wth &IV through medical tres tmarf

4. HMogt hasmophiliaes were infecied with hepatitis C before blood products
warg treated to destroy viruss Hepatitis € is much less severe than HIV,
5% may progress to chronic hepatitis with varying degreas of neslth
and mo*tul %y Seme of these will respond Lo interferon trea It s
nob transg ttwa rrwuaily s easily as HIV. Hepatifis € doas not hcve Lhe
5 of ostracigm that hag HIV.

M

. Vaccinablon againgt H
thelr spouses. Those :
precluded from raising ”hm hey
grg zo similayr o HIV. PCWu”h

who may be infea%va with hepati ks,
settlemsnt. ihxn Mr Porter’ 8

fost cut and the hepatitis oass

sifers protection to hassophiliacs and
whu accepted the h:w sathlament are
issue ag the arguments on causabion
ners are several th OBS&R& haenophiliacs
st ﬂoc HIV, and did not ghars in the
situent, may fsel that they have

”bare pregsure for compenzation fov those children who recsived

husan growth hormons and who may now be at x*sw of

thae human condition anslogous o BSE “mad z dipease”
Thers arve around 2,000 such people and 13 have died fros 03D leigﬁﬁgiﬁ

is pending.

Ling to take

We accepted that the haemophilia patients who, tragically,
contracted HIV through infected blood products wers a very

special case.

We have no plans to extend the sebtlement scheme for
haemophilia patients with HIV to those wha may have boen

infected with hepatitis.
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