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There ha ee >. lmesed Interest est in hepastis rC recently 
end we can expect time campaign  for compensation for those M 

::e€ t.ed through :i<.,,._ Fr earment. to be etepped up ever the next few 
m,__. the, r I: . s note hoer a shorty :ah L.retion report cr3 cent the._.: 

Background 

er  the pest few weeks Hepatitis C EGA moved from .„a 
highly pei.1. t ....,, ,.~. , ..... .,. r. . .., .i..  ' . 

There nas  u r sa r ng media T. t.. t I rr 'err

p :o,jramre b Wcr screening in `;"ir x"- 

claiming corrpeom: t c,`E e their lawyers C 'e' i' a%re ome:pa.lgrz 
for Ccerernmeni ve nave r,ad a tree.. a ; ` , :I,'ls and FO 
cases and the k'are is fa}a..l di g up 

3 The hepatitis campa;i.gn comes on top o 

the NBIFr r :n,—er ..ed efforts to rebuild the Ieve. . s of 

a rs rI a _ re'iaces a series of adi4 r r se rs. .., .., nd 
r.l...€ 1 s e'_.~..ate ` omtery reWS to give, blood donation °1 high 

hro1re; eel 

c . ,'tnrea, ... .r ,.; campaign by e'Lelf e. r. .< ~f.,r ,il` 41nionss. 
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Meanwhile there are mass meetings this weekend an 
:, r ? r  at r•:y •rrwt week and a mass picket of the MPs 

• who ha vY t x ;m iur:_.,.r: centres in their constituencies orwho 
• are supported ted by the unions affected. 

4 The heavy~✓. om wx fined e `ct of these C'~. ,~LH. ..{„ins has, pl~.c,~~, a 

load on the NPA as well as on Departmental staff, We need to 
manage theDepartment's ongoinq response pro-arot vely In order 
to bring this issue to resolution. 

The Dep rt ent , s response to hepatitis 

5 The Permanent Secretary held l'': 1's'N 25 hoverber 
. yY 

review 

the Departments advice to Ministers Mn r .sect to cia'' ms for 
compensation for those infected with i ..:pai r: s _ tolL.. win blood 
transfui: ,L)ns or treatment with blood ducts. Cu the baits of 

the exor en ,, of HIV it was important to think , . . 
campy on n .. t develop and to decide in advance what p ,,: i fJ ,-;e 
action might t be taken and to develop .p a robust  and defensible line 
for Min ters .. 

6 s otter of actions arose: 

would  11x.,+ . . .  . ni.s ..,e:r s , as n of th e brief l 

for their on h onhe subject, a reasoned n.ed noe_t as 

to oh'? e .:'.ega._ ,.1 .. ,`fie case o f  those lnfectei with h poti.Li, 

th rouh rit r it ransfusions differently erently t ram those 
otoh x ,.,'t .. ,n a a A i .ar manner'. 

) r t _.:'.t t... . .i; C } M. .,. needed to oxplora whetter 

the G ve .,.ean,. . ad rcen neg inert, although ii was sensiie 

in, the (U,..., t., rs to r r,. d3;e it.. he i ot:t been. 

t i ,, We needed to pursue ~ strategy ., .~ .. .. ~. I"•,'ITT{ F?' E 1 r'.' ~ t-~ _ ~ .~ positive 'E K.e      in 

oct of h.ae €oph.i:1 iacs an. others who m. <<t have ova ban 

µ c.b In the longer term I Ly.7Llz. % uonridcr the w.....omca.lts that 

m:: riot moire up a fuil. oath position. 

il..iy the .iota .,. .. ..trios to be, re :;o+., `sea -where within 

the flera :Er.  ~,,_ Ptho_ na foca.a.. point for a policy on 

non 
ne , e". ift r , i   • .

Bri.ef in for PQs 

The 
ir 

first action :11 7 completed a..; f r" troth )1. ;., 

Jn. a.mp C t ,p.nt :.1:: _i`:!̀, D cemh<.%:', .F 3..:. so„ .ta.:-̀ :. _to~„ ..°. ,;".~.~`, . 

b -, a . 7If
}}

. ẁ r p. -- t _.. "^T p". , the .l in. ., t  :ors taa boon  trot those 

x: '.' 0 tad x„5 ~;"7' HIV throrob, ,.1f'd.:. L:. .l ..fi.. treatment w _ .:e a sper.ial. i 1 a.r Y.:v. 

through: 

i) I..a nature or C,4 xs 1 tot. was b :i LE v > 

I n 
{

.r 

..\ t ai~.~l 1' 1 ..%, . 5 

} ~ 'Ae si.=:.:nit i coot lifestyle ; ? <t :M.l,., sad HTV. 

III) in the arse cf the tflføCtd ,haerophilia pat e,ats one 
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problems of HIV were superimposed on the health, social and 
financial , disadvantages s nt they already nuf±ered as a result > 
of their hereditary ta.ry .a aph .:. ia< 

Action that can b t : en by 1 parthnt 

There  r. £: nwke. c: specific actions which need to be 
considered. r rs - r , .ac . , 

U lAs .. ,.. t_ r.A'. t. e}.P~A.± w _ g !¢ a. . n : . r e m. ... E i. .~ 

she 
be . j   M ' tH wl . i a. i.. ...r to 

etermi€i L..he ..»1 . , :t he disease mud its 

tree t ent/management,. 

i drawing up and publishing good practice guidance on 
treatment and ensuring that all affected have proper access 
to treatment fac.ilit:. esi 

iii) determining whether there are ways of idnn y:lng 
those who have been infected  r eg „ by using "l ::I( desk

roc lures so that they rosy be not if ed and ro  y
ronhTt lactic action taker'. or ostment aiven The Advisory 
.,

r`P' m.ittee an the Micron . •.: . .m o.. . Safety of E3 S„'•.:.,. c. :':.-.m Tismmos 
for aasplantatio S ~, . ._ conidcn uj proporuml 

lot . ,_£.s .41 ° such ac!.. Y'-m..  in 1:; los :o _'. 1 nq 35 
hosendamr,, it will need : n t ', , nest s s t 'r hµ : 

;. ,...w: 
1 end hoe groups on which .o I coo s w ,'Ii as conned e: she 

.,..E,.~ • . sl ues nvclno.. .t .F :.7'.: .<. 5ti...,.._ ilea d u, ::t;; .,3..+:x 1. 1 

ho t 3 g dL .:: 1;' their advice. the i.3 f ,a :Ea: x. a `s: xd ., 3.:: 'a.. so ,a ctl` d 

he €m t .'ci implications wh.rher to give she goaIosd, 
a`or ,,elly teas a. I.sec Private " G?.a o € is developi:t.: n.t.. 

iv) supporting any se.lf-.help irmesietives (eq. throe S€4 
funding) We have already made t se first payment of a 
pry; ,yew : grant to the Meemophilin society to r e':.:.p fund a 
p y- .., ins . -;:or r ore setting up s. tifus ,.€;tu os>mmt. way to 

t .m; < Ns who are ,.o>osm. , , 

Handling 

is r .00ss>rtant t.tos..:mmify who is ro .,siblc. cos individual 
a, .. ;f mupatitis have addressed this f..n
05 0575  of his . „ .•s .llbi ty for the MSF"", r ,f .: r_~e.11 

~ 'Y.=' . .. ,. 1]. formerly ~ -:Fh . e n.i k, to him > r', 'f 3. :en S.. ~ .
''k ':~.,

,s^.i 

^~ ''{'

t 

Shawas   my aria .
y' manager itand John 

.1) The responsibility for hepatitis issues •, s shared 
amongst. a. number of policy divsicns, including the. 
following :. 

CA OPU Roger Scofieid and MC (M) I Dr R.ejman for blood borne 
diseases and associated compensation claims and safety of 
the blood supply (although, this may move post Banks?) 

HP CA) l Miss Mitthani and (M) Dr Nicholas :for hepatitis as 
an infectious disease. 

ii) Other divisions ~mein; an interest in aspects of 
hepatitis C, include: 
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ASPU Mr Waterhouse or itver services 

HP( 3 Mr Sharoc. I: trans sors decisions 
Cu epat tis C mrgh.t have on settlement .he 2JD t i.airns 
;aud v .ce versa) , There may be others, 

iii) The Banks Reoor: t recomrner s that general i y cu 
claims for harm caused by NHS 'treatment eatment should be icoatei 
in the NHS Executive along Witt LSSUCS such as c; n l i of s 
and consumerism. This would s,,i hest CA QUAC 4 As .t .r as .a, 
know no decision has been 

t'

ta ken on this yet. 

El ' , . h,7 n :, LF. 
}„ 

and x t~ g have Sa w lead N, ..a far, it. 
could  is' . .~.,.: c.~I., £:i  that 

C(M)
reap o.ns . b :.s i £.-3r l s t a 

condition w , ,1 :9. carry the torch= i tuu.Id ho t :l o.' ry 

comme nt r 'C ,.:< essee..swhich might t t .l  t:
hution into the c . ., 

fl xt Steps 

am cir.cu.iatinq drat paper to ccl leagues describing in 
much Greater dets.i L the package of .:itiatives that tithe-
Depart ooh rt of an payment scheme. The :e 
i.ntent_ is t.._z: ..hen completed  completed t± ilTcui rTt 1 ts _f 
a submission e n Ti7 f'a inrst " for a cusprehensive l:ove."'.n en3.n 

response 

2 A s:oarate .a.w:€m.ss ,n wril be sent to Ministers before the 
na the M$BTs advice on #4 nook back" ..

Line to Take 

13 Meanwhile Ministers have been advised to take the line t:hat. 
the Government has no plans to make any payments to those 
infected with Hap C as a result off treatment 

is lt i Scofield ~._ r
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