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“But a new “new ook - pubhshed
tomorrow.by the National Chil-
dren’s Bureau estimates that the
number of infected young peo-
ple up to age 19 is closer to 900.

m A total of 126 haemophiliac
boys are infected and more than
500 other’ young 'people have
contracted the virus through
drug abuse, blood transfusions-
| and sexual intercourse. .
The book, HIV, Aids and
Children: A Cause for Concern,
calls for a standing conference
on HIV and for childcate issues
to be established to promote the
welfare of children with Aids.
Doctors, social workers and
voluntary sector staff. will out- - o
line some of the human trage- - ~
dies and -insoluble problems NN
resulting from Aids at tomor- - R EOE
row’s conference, which will be . . R [
held at the ‘Queen Elizabeth, . s R
Conference Centre in Westmin- . o S “
ster. B

1T TOOK five years of public pressure, and the threat of
legal action, before the Government agreed adequate lev-
els of compensation for haemophiliacs stricken with the
| Alds virus as a result of being treated with infected blood:
-+ 1 products by the National Health Service.
i That delay was shabby, not helped by the curmud-
;geonly way the settlement has been administered, which
means that many of the victims will have died before they
receive their final payments. But it will be even more
shaming if Ministers now seek to resist the justified
|claims of a further group of 170 Aids sufferers who were
infected by blood transfusions in the course of surgical
. |operations. The campaign for compensation for these
“|victims, which we report today on page three, is both
compelling and urgent.

The Department of Health’s claim that there is a dis-
tinction between the cases of the haemophiliacs and those
.\ |infected through normal surgical procedures is such

. |pdtent nonsense’ that it is extraordinary that it should
' |have been seriously put forward. If the haemophiliacs

i "/had a strong case for compensation, so does this new
| group. The fact that they are few in number, lacking in
strength, and unable to mount the kind of vocal public

. |campaign that eventually brought'success for the haemo-
N i philiacs, should be irrelevant.

As with the plight of the haemophiliacs, theirs is a trag-
-4 edy for which the National Health Service is responsible.

Nor, like the haemophiliacs, is it a dispute that should be

fought out in the courts on its legal merits. No amount of

money can erase the suffering of these innocent victims of

Aids. But it will be a disgrace if they are forced to resort

a to the law and a long publi¢ campaign to secure justice.
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Aids chlldren
top of agenda

THE PLIGHT of children

infected with the Aids virus| :
will be highlighted by the| "

Princess of Wales at a con-
ference in London tomor-
row, ‘writes Victoria
Macdonald.

She is expected to back a
call for more money and
resources for the care of
infected children — still a

|- comparatively small num-

ber, though Aids workers
belleve that this is “the tip of
théiceberg”. .

According to the latest
Government figures, 36 chil-
dren have Aids’and 15 have
already died. A further 201
children are recorded as
HIV positive.

At the conference, orga-
nised by the National Chil-
dren’'s Bureau and the
National Aids Trust, Mrs
Virginia Bottomley, Health
Minister, will announce that
gmdehnes are to be drawn
up “as a matter of urgency”
on the care and support of
HIV and Aids children.
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