
I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry 

Rules 2006 dated 12 August 2021. 

1, My name is Robert Nicholls. My date of birth is GRO-C 1940 and my 

address GRO-C

am retired having served in the Navy for 32 years after which I became a 

Property Manager of the River Wey for the National Trust. I live with my 

wife, Diane, and we have two children together, Stephen and Penny. 
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10. This is the first time we ever knew Stephen to have an injection to solve 

the issue, as opposed to being hooked up to a drip. After that, Stephen 

would always have an injection of Factor X. 

11. No risks regarding the concentrate were ever explained to us, only the 
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21. The Factor IX at this time came from Oxford, and had Churchill Hospital 

printed on the bottle label. I understand that is where it was made. 

Stephen had no trouble with the prophylaxis treatment. 

22. When Stephen was 12, in 1979, he came home all excited saying that he 

had new stuff from America, and that everyone was having it. I remember 

reading the package and there were no warnings. However, I had grave 

concerns. 
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33. In December 1991 aged 24, Stephen was made aware that he had been 

infected with HCV. By this time Stephen kept himself to himself with 

regards to his medical and health issues. He was very vague to us about 

his diagnosis. Stephen deliberately filtered the news as he knew we would 

worry. Later on, Stephen was informed that he had also been exposed to 

vCJD. 
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Section 5. Impact 

36. The experience of administering Factor IX to Stephen has impacted 

my wife and I greatly_ We feel a sense of guilt that we had probably 

helped make matters worse. This is on top of the guilt my wife has 

always felt for being a carrier of haemophilia B and passing it on to 

Stephen. It does not make any difference that she is not at fault. 

Diane still feels the guilt acutely. 

37, 

GRO-C 

38. We have always had a good close relationship with Stephen. We 

have never had any serious difficulties. We know Stephen has filtered 

and still does, what he wishes to tell us, trying to reduce our ongoing 

parental worries and concern for him. 
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40. We were shocked to learn that Treloars, without consulting us or 

obtaining our consent, had been doing some kind of trials on the 

underage haemophiliac boys against all kinds of ethics. It makes the 

1945 Nuremberg medical trial protocols come to mind. However it is 

conflicting for us, we were and still are, so appreciative of all that the 

school gave to Stephen at that time, with the then general public 

deference to doctors and their "don't worry we know best" front, as it 

was back then. 

42. As he was at school with a group of 80-90 haemophiliacs, they all 

had a sense of "we're in this together". 

43. Of course, this has a massive downside. Stephen is very close with 

his old school friends, and used to go to numerous Treloars reunions, 

however these then turned into funerals. This greatly affected 

Stephen, and I remember him once saying in his mid 20s GRO-C 
---- - ----------------------------------------------- - - - - - --------------------------------------------------------- - --- - ------------ 
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45. After I retired from the Navy in 1986, haemophilia had become 

associated with AIDS and it was in the press and all over the TV. We 

could see the negative reaction that people had to that, and so we 

decided not to tell any new friends or acquaintances that Stephen had 

haemophilia and risk further difficulties due to public ignorance and 

misinformation. 

46. Around this time I recall, I even had to correct my own mother, who 

misguidedly was blaming the AIDS crisis on homosexuals. I had to 

explain it was much wider than that, and that HIV was being 

contracted through infected blood and bodily fluids putting anyone at 

risk and that it was a public health issue. 
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I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 
Signed 

Dated 
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