
Exhibits: Nil 

Dated: `j - 
a - Z CO 3 . 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 28 November 2022. 

a j ! r ►'iiirii 

2. 1 have had a varied career including a spell in the army, working in hotel 

management, I studied contract law and accounting for three to four years 

and used these skil ls in a working environment. I am currently involved in the 

community safety panel and victim support scheme. I like to give back to my 

local community whenever I can. 

W ITN7380001 _0001 



4. This witness statement has been provided without the benefit of access to my 

father's full medical records. 

5. 1 can confirm that I have chosen not to have legal representation. My family 

has not been involved in prior litigation. The anonymity process has been 

6. 1 can also confirm that the Inquiry Investigator has explained the 'Right to 

Reply' procedure, and that if I am critical of a medical professional or 

organisation, they will have the right to reply to that criticism. 

7. I wish to acknowledge that naturally as time passes, memories can fade. I 

have been able to provide approximate timeframes for matters based on life 

events. However, I can only recall to the best of my ability, and these 

timeframes should be accepted as 'near to' rather than precise dates. 

section 2. Hw Affected. 

8. My dad's name was John Petrie Cuthbert._ His date of birth was; GRo-C1905 

and he was born in a little village in the _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._---C --------------------------------

took part in a street march, and that is when my parents met. 
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11. They got married in 1932 and later, adopted me and my adoptive sister. I was 

born in St Helens Hospital in Hastings, but due to my natural family 

circumstances at the time, I was fostered until I was fortunately adopted by 

Mum and Dad. When I look back at my life, I feel very lucky to be adopted by 

such a loving and homely couple who brought me up with good moral values. 

I was two years old when I was adopted into the family and we initially lived in 

Kent, before moving back up to my father's native Scotland in 1959. 

12. My dad had haemophilia. He had been diagnosed long before I came on the 

scene, presumably when he was a young child. I always knew him to have it 

and was very much a prominent factor in my childhood as his haemophilia 

was quite severe so bleeds could turn serious very quickly. I remember 

ambulances quite regularly having to come to the door when he cut himself, 

13. When we were living in Kent, my father attended Lewisham Hospital for 

haemophilia treatment and Professor Cecil Holman was one of the main 

15. Professor Holman l ived in a large house near ours in Kent. He and his wife 

had children of a similar age to me, and we all grew up together. For example, 

I would often walk to his house after school, and our families would attend 

social events together. 

K 
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17.Once we moved, my dad's haemophilia care was also transferred away from 

Lewisham to Scotland, 

Mum and dad ran a shop together before they both retired. 

19.As far as I am aware, dad's health was fine when he retired, however I believe 

this was before he had had any treatment with Factor Vill. 

20. It was in the late 1970's that I learnt about a new treatment that dad had been 

put on. This was a blood clotting medication called Factor VIII. The medication 

seemed to be fine for a while, but dad started to lose weight and became very 

21.I can also recall that we started noticing a lot of people in the haemophilia 

22. My dad was always somewhat involved with the haemophilia community. For 

example, I remember Haemophilia Society magazines always being around 

the house, so we tended to know what the prominent issues within the 

community were. 

►l'1~11i~11E 

in that respect, that my dad's infection was covered up. 

T 
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trying to cover up the truth. 

T. 

time at all, and we were kept very much in the dark. 

consented for treatment and testing if he was asked. 

32. However, I do think he was tested without his consent. 
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34.There was obviously a huge impact on my dad's health as he became very 

unwell as a result of the infected Factor Vlli, and this caused him to have to 

endure a lot of suffering in his final couple of years. My dad's ill-health had a 

ripple effect on his life. 

l• 
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39. We have photographs from that day and it is nice to think about the happy 

achieve what we wanted in life. My sister went to live in Australia, and then 

us suffering was very difficult. 

•' •: - a • •' '. • f ' • !: • - - is !; 

r 

The combination of having to deal with both of their serious illnesses was 

F9
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46. My dad had been heavily involved with my son, before he became too ill 

himself, so the situation of them being very unwell at the same time was 

distressing for them both and they missed one another. 

life. He knew part of the truth but not all of the truth, in order to protect him. 

We felt it was in his best interest to just enjoy his life without the worry. My 

51. The doctors must have known that there was something very wrong, but they 

Health Centre. 
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our questioning, coming up with several explanations unrelated to Factor VIII. 

54. At this point, my dad began to suffer from confusion, which I am sure was 

down to his infection. I can remember speaking to DrL ---G.RO-D.___. .__ about 

this, and he took me aside and said that my dad was confused because of the 

so the blood can filter down to the brain. This was quite baffling to me at the 

questioned anything. We pestered our surgery for information but we were 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

9 
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59. 1 feel that this Inquiry is long overdue. 

they were still giving this treatment to people despite concerns, and I felt 

of lies and deception are still with me today. 

63. 1 followed the Penrose Inquiry to an extent, but I felt it was a disaster, a sham 

to watch witnesses like Kenneth Clarke as his evidence seemed to just deny it 

all. 
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then buying this blood. But no one in the medical community ever explained 

used even once it was known to be contaminated. 

There are, disappointingly, therefore still a lot of unknowns with regards to my 

dad's story. 

71. When I think back on all the publicity that this scandal has received over the 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 
Signed 

Dated 1 

11 
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