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Dear Dr Craske

| AD HOC MEETING ON NON-A NON-B HEPATITILS
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_pject to be held on Monday, 1 ¥ Februarnl972 <t 2.39 p.m. ip the Council Room at
this address.

The Chief Scientist of the—Pepartment of Health & Social 0 has informed the
Council that this supject is being given high priority by the Dep-rtment; Some
batches of 2 commerdial product containing Factor 1¥X have been fouhd to transmit
this form of hepatitis to chimpanzees, and as & result the product has not been
given 2 licencz. THis is causing considerable anxiety from the polnt of view of

the treatment of pagients. Also laboratory staff generally are beg e to enguire
about laboratoTry gSiety, and grials of blood produets are becoming difficul} to stage
because of copetrn over hepatitis transmission. f;here are two aspects on ich the
Department s§es a need for further work: o

1) Research ¥ ich will identify/characcerise the agent carrying non-A pefi-B
hepatitis; ' 3 {

2) Studiesllea

ng to the development of a test fof the arganism OT 3t
marker. , )
-

\

(o the copies of 'The Lancet' of & March 1978 (pages 459-466) and 21 Ocgbber 1978

' (pages 853- 56) appear relevant articles and Dr R M Krause, Directof % the Natiomal

Institute of\Allergy and Infectious Diseases at Bethesda, Marylangjnas written as
follows in rebatd o the two specific queries mentioned above:

‘1) The non-A, non-bB :genc has not yet been purified from the 1ivers of jnfected
jndividuals orT animals, or from the stool. Most recently it has bgen IBPOttEd'that
the agent has been t nsmitted to chimpanzees. There is 2 prelipinary report that
the non=A non-B agent\has been visualized by electron mifroscopy in the livers of

{nfected chimpanzees. ;o mowever, needs further docupentation. Wﬁile.?h?
chimpanzee is 2 clumsy experimendal nnimglyhis will pfovide new opportunities
for characterization of the agent. As.Gith al the -patitis viruses, non-A non-B

has yet to be cultivated.

2) Your second question concerns antigenic markers and diagnostic tests. These

L
are not yet available, because of the megative results 1isted {n the paragraph above.

The meeting o0 12 February will consider the whole question of non-A non-B-hep?titis
and any advice ot ¢urther action by the Council will depend upon the outcome of the

coming meeting.
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With renewed thanks for agreeing tO attend.
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