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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF NORMAN I EVILL 

section 1. Introducli,R

1, My name 
is Norman Revi I I_ Ily date of birth and address are known to the 

Inquiry, 

2. I live in a vidia:ge just out ideGRO_C aIIej GRO-C I have been mmec to my 
second Wife fGr 19 year _ My first m arrrage ended because of the impact of 
being infected with HCV though NHS contaminated blood Cn my 

family and me. 
J have 5 children. 2 with my first wife and 3 with my second wife. I am employed 
by the YNI Group in sales. 

3. J previously lived in Nottinghamshire where my blG l contamination was 
discovered and treated. My Current health position is I am HEP C negative and 
have be ri reasonably well since 1999. 
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Section 2, How Infected 

4. I believe I contract .d HCV when I was given a blood transfusion on 1, 12 er~d 
12t April 198 , [ ITN2O3GOf}2) 

5. On 11'.' 
April 1983 I worked in a factory as a printer, on arriving at work I felt 

unwel but oontirtiued to work until the end of my shift, During the shift I ajmcist 

passed Out twice when hying to lift items that were not particularly heavy. 

When I arrived home ;n 1 GRO _C l at a'rotnd 2-3 m I really felt very unwell 
an arranged an appointment to see my Jocal OP, When I arrived at the surgery 
F Was told to lie down in a side room because there was I was so onernic and, at 
this time, I was feeling nauseous, A few minutes later I got lip arril ran to the 
toilet. I vomited severa€ pints of blood all over the Floor and walls as well as the 
toilet. I stumbred back to the side roam and got back onto the bed only I be 
insulted by a cleaner for proucig such a mess. 

7. NI V usual P wasn't available and a newly qualified GP carne in to see me. The 
GP examined the vomit and confirmed that it was blo.od. She said she could 
see that I was anemic and told me to go home and come back in the morning. At 
this point I could hardly walk; I was really weak and emotionally distressed. 

8- When J got horns, I lay down on the sofa and waited for my wife Cc arrive, The 
doorbel l rang and as I got up to answer the door felt dizzy, I opened the door 
and iMMediatelly passed out hitting my head on a sharp object as I hit the poor. 
The lady who was at the door telephoned for an ambulance and I was taken to 
the Accident and Emergency department at the Queens Medical Centre J7aspltal 
inI GRO-c I. I had sustained a 3 inch laceration  to my Grown. 
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9_ At A&E l way examined and given 12 stitches to the top of my head. My blood 
count was checked and found that I Thad a Very low count. 

10_ At this point II was transferred to Nottingham City Hospital where had 9t was 
identified that. I had a duodenal ulcer that had eaten into an artery in my 

stomach which then bled until my stomach was full of bled, which is what 
caused me to vomit blood at the aP surgery and why h was so anemic, I had lost 
between 4 to 5 pints of brood. Within a few hours I was given a blood 
transfusion of 4 units of blood_ which J now know was contaminated NHS blood. 
One or trare of the units was contaminated with HCV. 

11, At no time during my time at the ht pitai where J had the transfusion, was I 
advhsed that there was a risk of contamination/ infection through having a 
transfusion. 

12. On or around the June 1992, I wa ttending a meeting in i arnshey and saw a 
mobile blood transfusion unit and deckled that I would give h[ d as a gesture to 
those who gave blood for my transfusion, I gave one pint. This was the first brne 
that I had given blood. 

13. On or around the 14'h J~rly 1992 at around 08  :earn I received a phone cal l from 
a doctor b.ased in the Sheffield blood transfusitan centre who asked me my name 
and date of birth and whether I had given blood earlier that month, I answered 
his questions and then I was told to drive immediately to the SBT . I arrived 
around 10'30am parked my car and was greeted by two nurse*, a doctor and a 
wheelchair. They insisted that I get in the chair artd I was wheeled into the 
centre, At this tiny no one had informed me of anything and I was getting very 
anxious and frightened. Staff took me into an office where I was met by two 
doctors one of which was 0 V. J a rues arid a few other people who dhd n't identify 
themselves. 
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14, I stiii didn't know what was happening at this point but I began to realise that this 
was a serious situation rega rd irng the blood I had gi wen. The doctors then sta rted 
to exam ine me looking on my arms for drug use, tattoos and then feeling my 
liver. which was all incredibly worrying. After the examination came the 
interrogation, am I gay? Have I got any tattoos, do I take intravenous drugs? 
Have I had a se ca~ally transmitted disease'? Have I ever had a blood 
transfusion? Have I had casual sex during my marriage with a man or a woman? 

15. I was then asked to wait in the waiting room and after about 15 minutes I ws 
re llred to the office with the doctors, At that point the doctor explained that I 
have a Mood Virus called HEP C that lives in the Liver and can cause 
inflammation of the liver. I was told that I would be refefred to Nottingham City 
Hospital, the hospital that had infected me originally. My consultant there was 
Prof. Roger Finch. 

16. The information I received about HEP C at this point was very limited, no detail 
about what could happen_ how it will affect my life, what I could do to help the 
situation; rcth i ng. At this point I Shou ld have been told the seriousness of this 
disease and that it was rife threatening, but I was told nothing at a 11 just told to 
wait for my appointment to arrive for NCH_ I we$ not given any information I dcr 
not remember the doctor saying that it was transrrri kaf le; no one told me to take 
precautions and I was never given any literature or Ieafiets. 

17. I Was wary upset at this point. I walked back to the car, I was very confused and 
extremely anxious I had just had this torn b sh-al.l stropped on me an I had no 
idea what it all meant. 

18. fn ,duly 1992, 1 attended an examination at NCH with Prof Finch He asked more 
questions about my medical history, my biro style and my sexual experiences_ He 
then arranged for more blood Its to be carried Out. The res u Its highl ighted
that the Liver was in named and my ATL's were high, I was told that I would need 
to have a liver biopsy. I had the biopsy on 15r. September 1992 at the City 
Hospital. I do not think I was given any further information about the disease at 
this stage_ 
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1 g. The liver biopsy was horrif C, it felt Ei Ise I had been stabbed and then told not to 

move for 24 hours_ After the operation I was left on a taoliey in a corridor for 

about 2 hours before being transferred to a ward. 

Section 3. Other Infections

20. Around Januafy 1992 and before I had been informed about my HCV, I was in 

German + with Customers at dinner_ It was about 8_ hprn and I began to feel 

real ly ill , I excused myself from the d inner a n d went to my room and went to tied 

with fever type symptoms. Within an hour I started to sweat like I have never 

experienced before, so bad was We sweating that I changed the bedding, put 

towels on to the heed and opened the windows. The outside temperatur was 

17 degrees and within minutes the bed linen w..s wet though as if it had just 

been pulled out of a batty. At this stage I was shivering and sweating profusely. I 

flew back to LHR the next day but was too weak to drive back to GRO-C Iso

checked into a hotel around 11,QOarn and slept right through to the following clay 

at 2:0 prrr when t was woken by the maid. 

21. I think this was part of the HCV but I can't be sure. I didn't go to the GP in 

GRO-C ;foe this incident. 

Section 4. Cons t 

22. At no time when I was at the hospital where I had the transfusion, was I advised 

that there was a risk of infection in havi rah a tra nsfusion_ I underwent the blood 

transfusion in 1883, and therefore, I beleve that it was known that NHS 

blo❑dIblovd products might be contaminated. No one sat down with me to 

exp ain what was happening or why I needed a blood transfusion, If I had 

known there was a risk that the NHS blood might be rr ntaminated I would have 

asked if I could wait before I .niderwent the transfusion. I do not bel ieve that I 

was in a lid threatening candltion.. 
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23. It is really difcutt io identify if I was tested without my knowledge. When they 

identified the IICV I was told that this virus wasn't tested for until 1991 and then 

it became a mandatory test for all blood donations. 

24. it is possible that when I was at the STC and before I was told about the virus, 

that they wouldwauki have tested to confirm the original results, taut I can't be sure 

about this as I have no firm evidence. 

Section & mFact 

25. The impact of being contaminated with HCV ha been incredibly distressing and 

extremely painful for me and my family. When I first found out that I had the 

virus my brother was diagnosed with cancer; the worry and pain that this 

inflicted on my mum„ my siblings, our wives and children was incredibly 

torturous. In November 11992 my bother died and the expectations were that 

would be following. 

26. During my treatment I endured 3 liver biopsies whoch are just awful . I can only 

describe a fiver biopsy as being stabbed in the ribs and then not being allowed 

to move for 24hours for the fear of internal bleeding and surgery to fix the 

bleeding. Luckily that did not happen but the worry and anguish associated with 

such a procedure was frrenta€ly and physically exhausting. 

27. When I was referred to the NCH, the time l st for attending over the 6 year 

period was enormous. My er'npl yer at the time was very good and allowed me 

time off, but my work did suffer as a consequence. During some treatments 

was too sick and was off work for many weeks. I had to take time off when I was 

taking Interferon, when I had my liver biopsies and for every time I visited the 

hospital or my doctor_ I have never calculated the number of daysfweeks that I 

had to take off, some of this time was holiday arid some unpaid leave 
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28. For 18 months I was given Interferon Beta (IS, this is a real ly debilitating as a 

tr.atment and constant administration of the drug cont rnues the effect every day 

of the 18 months. The problem with taking IB is initially you have to take one 

week of work to attend training and administration course for the drug. When 

you start the progrsrn you have to inject the correct amount of IS into soft tissue, 

I could only inject into my stomach. The effect was horrendous, shortly after the 

injection you would feel very lethargic with flu like symptoms. The next day you 

are almost unable to work with the side effects and then day three you had to 

start the cycle all over again. This went on for 113 months. In between the 

treatment, I had constant 
vises to the hospital for blood tests along with days of 

being depressed and anxious about what was happening to my life. I was 

emotionally upset; the sl ightest thing would -cause me to have floods of tears. 

2 . Above all I have suffered with a change of personality; pre-diagnosis I used to 

be a joker, a happy guy with a great attitude to I ife. bur al I of that chain.g ed after I 

received my diagnosis, The mental impact of knowing I have a disease that 

could kill me is constantly eating away at me; it wears me down mentally into a 

shadow of what I was. The mental effects changed my character and had a 

significant effect on the relationship with my first wife and 2 children. As a 

consequence of me becoming infer;ted and the stress and impact of HCV on me 

both physically and mental ly the relationship broke down and irr 1 96 1 was 

divGrced- This was a direct resuft of fny mental state and knowing I had teen 

contaminated with HCV. 

3Q. I also used to be quite an athrlete, half marathon runner and foctbal l player. This 

all stopped in 1992 and I have never been able to regain the enthusiasm or the 

physical and mental strengtti to get that back into my life, now I`m too old. 
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1. Alt th is a n x iety. despatr a nd mental tr;.0 ma continue to this day. I feel very lucky 

that my treatment worked, I try to live a close to normal life style. I try, but I am 

haunted by what has happened to me and everyone else who suffered with the 

contamination. I feel guilty for being treated successfully, all those poor people 

who i,aven't made it through weighs very heavy on my mind oonstantly and 

each year that goes by it seems to get a bit harder and more difficult to bear 

32. I remernb r the day that I realised that I was one of the lucky ones; it was 

around 195 when I had been going to the trospital for several years and knew 

the staff nurse (Mandy Holliday) quite well. However, something was weighing 

heavy an my mind .at the time and I asked Mandy a question; " I have been 

coming here 
on the same day for years now and every time I am here I never 

see any familiar 
faces, why?", her reply was " you don't know do you Everyone 

is dying apart from you", 

33_ That statement still haunts me to this day, all those people who have attended 

the clinic for al l those years whilst I was there are no longer with us and 

everyone who has died since. You cannot imagine how that hurts and how hard 

t is to live with such pain and torture_ Yes there 
has been a lot of physical pain 

over the 
years but the mental torture has been the more difficult to contend with 

and continues to be. I am a member of the CBC chat on Facebook and I want to 

be involved with IBI but the stress that this causes is huge, but I want to be part 

of this IBI_ 

34. As  result of the change in my personality and my character my rrrage broke 

down and I was divorced_ This was a 
direct 

effect of my receiving contanhin Wd 

blood_ I lost everything I owned_ My wife was awarded the equity in the house, 

my endowments; I had to pay a are proportion of my salary to ex-wife until my 

2 children were 16 years old. As a salesman. the opportunities to win orders and 

gain commission were restricted due to my performance during the years that I 

was sick and being treated, this would have run into tens of thousands of 

pounds lass over those years. 

8 

WITN2036001_0008 



35. l' didn't really talk about my condition MUCK i don't know whether I suffered 
stigmatization becatise I kept my condition hidden I was errmbarrassed by tyre 
fact that I had contamirrated blood and how people might react. I kept my 
infection ..+rider wraps. Also, I diden't want sr eciai treatment -I didn't tiarant to 
highl ight I was ill. ff I did my eri pIQyer might allow me to take sick time and 
seem to be reasonable, but then then manage me out Qf business because of 
the infection, I wanted to get an with my life. 

Stan 6. Tr trnent1CrFSupport 

36. ! am always made fri feel very awkward when I go to the denrist I am always 
asked to yarn sti1I have H V7 When I answer yes the staff will doable mask and 
double glove, It is embarrassinrg; I can tell they are nervous about working on 
teeth. My dentist made me feel like a leper every time I weal to din appointrnent_ 

37. The first l iver biopsy surgeon treated me like a piece Of Meat; he really caused 
me pain so much so that I insisted he didn't Carry out any further biopsies_ I was 
then left on a trollay for over 2 hours in a corridor without any nursing assistance 
or attentiort, just told net to move otherwise I wil l bleed to death. 

38. Taking interferon abroad is very difficult and cn lead to very embarrassing 
situations, It has to be accrued in a chil led contair1er, There are then lots of 
em ba rrassirtg and probing questions about what it is and what it is for wby do C 
need syringes. I found it all very difficult, traumatic and embarrassing 

g. I have never been offered c unselilrng or support, 
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Section 7. Financial Assistance 

40. I received £23.00O.O1) from the Skipton fund about 10 years ago. I did not 

receive any farther financiak assistance until about 2 years ago at which time 

Skipton paid me £IOCJ ],'quarter and E51 ti for energy oasts,!' +ealr: so about £4500 

each year 

Section R. Other Issues 

41. This inquiry is essential to everyone who has been oontamnted and those wh-o 

have been affected. It should be cr rLducted with a clear understanding about the 

pain that has been endured for decades, It should be conducted with sensitivity 

and dignity and a clear purpose of why this was allowed to happen in the UK. 

42. It should address who initiated this a ppa I ling instruction which has g or to be the 

biggest disaster since the NHS started, Who is to blame for this. what is the 

government going to do with the survivors and how government intend to look 

after them for the rest of their fives? 

43. I hope that the inquiry wil l answer all of those questions. I hope that the inquiry 

identifies what those infected and affected can now do to get compensation for 

the lost time, the pain and all the suffering that this failure to humanity has 

created_ 

44. In the i9gO's I requested all my medical records in order that I cull start a claw 

suit. Strangely some of the records were either rnissing or not available to me. 

The detaiis are sketchy but I w Is nit given enough information to get started 

and therefore had to abandon my attempt. This was from Nottingham CiCity 

Hospital . 

45, No one advised me about the risks involved before I was given a transfusion. In 

the early part of my treatment, I wasn't givers dear information regarding the 

seriousness of being ontsrninated. I wasn`t told about the pain I would endure 
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with having the first liver biopsy. When first diagnosed with HEP C the doctors 
asked very searching questions about my se ual experiences. body art and 
piercing, everythirxg was discussed to try and deflect the true reason why I wad 
Contaminated. 

46e I was told that I w es. ntaminated with blood from America which the American 
government encouraged donors to give their blood for $1. this wwas told to me by 
a doolor, I don't remember which one and I don`t know If this ww Is true or not. I 
went the IrkgLiiry to find out the truth about how this bled got irllc tkie NHS blood 
banks and to get those involved to explain why the NHS ignored all of the risks 
abet fusing blood and bJood products_ I want the Inquiry to ask those involved 
why they decided that saving Mney was worth more than human life. 

47. J wiant to know whet has happened to my medicate records a$ the reco=rds that I 
have are not complete. 

Statement of Truth 

I behievrr that the facts state In this written statement are true. 

GRO-C 
Sgned 

Dated 
e 
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