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ANONYMOUS 

19.1 do not know if there were other treatments available at that time. 

20.The treatment I was initially offered by Drfl 'i1,, I understand, had 

severe physical and mental side-effects. The treatment I received in the 

form of my Mavyret did not cause me to have any bad side-effects. I did feel 

very fatigued whilst I was on the treatment but that was my normal state 

anyway. 

21. I do not believe my infected status impacted upon my treatment in relation 

to any other medical condition. I do not believe my infected status impacted 

on my dental care. 

22. Contracting hepatitis C has had a huge impact on my life. I would have very 

much wanted to have children. The thought of passing on the infection to 

potential children horrified me. My husband and I decided the risk was too 

great. I look back on my life and it is with great sadness, I am childless. 

23. Many hobbies I once enjoyed I could no longer do. My fatigue was so 

debilitating that pastimes such as gardening, swimming or walking became 

very difficult. I had to give up piano lessons about five years ago as I was 

just too exhausted to continue. 

24. 1 am aware of the stigma that surrounds hepatitis C. At the time I discovered 

I had hepatitis C there was a lot of publicity on the media regarding hepatitis 

C and the AIDS virus. The infections were linked to drug users and sex 

workers. Due to the stigma, I did not tell anybody about my infected status. 

I only told my parents and sister about my infected status for many years. I 

carry a lot of guilt as I feel I burden my sister by offloading my health issues 

on her. 
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ANONYMOUS 

25. My husband practically became my carer. I remember he would have to 

physically get me out of bed in the morning. I was just incapable of getting 

myself up. It must have been physically and mentally draining for him. 

26. 1 wanted to work for 35 years in order to obtain a full state pension. 

managed to do this but it was a real struggle to work at times. 

27.I was dismissed by my doctor as being stressed. I had to seek private 

treatment by the way of reflexology. This treatment was very expensive. It 

was £25 per session and I was paying this every 8 to 5 weeks for 15 years. 

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

28. I was offered counselling by Dr GRO-B it was called first choice and it was 

an online service. I am aware, from the Scottish infected blood forum, that I 

can receive counselling. This is something I may do in the future. I want to 

feel emotionally stronger before taking up the offer of counselling. I feel I 

don't want to keep going over the same thing about what happened to me. 

I am a positive person and I don't want to keep looking back. I would like to 

live for today and look forward to the future and have good memories of my 

past. I don't want to think about hepatitis C. It has become harder to remain 

positive as I feel I now have a lack of confidence. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

29. 1 found out I was entitled to financial assistance in 2004. I found this out 

through my sister. I don't know how she found out about it. 

30. 1 received £20,000 from the Skipton fund. In 2016, I received £30,000 from 

the Scottish support group. I have also been awarded £1575 per month. 

This began in December 2018, backdated to September 2018. 
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ANONYMOUS 

31. I applied for the fuel allowance from the SIBSS, which I received. I would 

have applied for the income top-up support, but felt this process was 

humiliating as I had to detail my expenses. 

32. I don't believe there were any preconditions imposed on the making of an 

application for financial assistance. 

33. I am grateful for the money I have received however for 15 years I had to 

fund myself for treatment. 

Section 8. Other Issues 

34. I wish to remain anonymous in this enquiry. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed I GRO-B 

Dated O2. .  U'J o >LOl Q d
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