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Dear Mu. Guthrie, 4 4 5 9 4 2

T think I ought to bring you up-to-date witi: regzrd to the
rasearch programma now baing carriad out her:.

In ths original sugsestsd outline of recsarch six spacific
questions were posed (sce pase three), about which, with the
excaption of question thrae, conclusions had been veached by the
sime I was appointed. ith Tezard to guestion thrae, epidemi-
lozical evidsnce here would appear to show that no besuaficial ad-
vantaze would ba obtained from regular prophylactic injections,
largely because of the short nalf-life of Pactor VIII in tha body.

Tha present research programme has beon planned so that
there should he no overlapping with that baing carried out at
Oxford. At presant four ssparate projecie are being unasrtzken.

Project I = Lpidemilogical evidance collacted hare suggesis
that there is some seasonal variation in ths tendency to blead in
both haemophilia and Chrisimas Disease. Recently Giordano and
Radivoyevitch (1970) suggested that this may be mlated to 2
seasonal variation in the level of plasma-cortisol. It is thought
that more svidance on thess observations may be of fundamental
importance and the plesma—cortisol levels of ths boys suirfering
from these diseases is baing routinely examined throughout the year.
Phis investization is being carried out in co-oparation with
or. Stnart Shaw, Consultant Pathologist, and Mrs, ‘Richardson,
Principal Biochamist, at the Royal Hampsaire Gounty Hospital.

Project 2 : The close racemblance of changes saen in the
haamophilic joint and those of rheumetcid arthritis ara sufficiently
imprassive to justify furthsr investigation, Sera from thase boys
is being examined for the presenca of Rheumatoid Arthritis antibody
and to date a number of them have besn found positive. This is a
joint investigation, both clinical and patholoziczl, and is being
conducted by Mr, Stanley dvans and mysalf, It is a fairly long
term project, and the relationahip betwsen Rheumatoid Arthritis
Antibody and the possiole devalopmant of Inhibitors for Factor VIIil
is being studied.

continuad ...
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Project 3 : Recently Ali and Hobbs {1970) found that the
Immunoglobulins in Haemopiilia ware sametzmus abnormal, espedi.lly
those in haesmophiliacs with Inhibitore for Factor VIII. !hia was
discussed with Professor Nicholas Martin and Dr. Rosemary Biggs and
the serum of all our boys with haemophilia and Christmas Disezss is
baing aquaniativaly examined for the immunoglobulins likely to be
involvad. These investigaitions may indicats those boys likely to
devalop Inhibitors for Wactor VIII and, if so, it is possibls that
this cerious complication of haemophilia might be prevented. This
projoct ie being un:ertaken in co-operation with Professor Nacholas
Martin and Dr. Jean Saarrard at St. George's Medical School, Hyde
Park Corner.

Project 4 : Investigations carried out in conjunciion with The
Virus Reference Laboratory (Public Health Laboratory Serxwiee) with
Dr. Yvonne Cossart has shown that the incidence of Antiho r 40
Auetralian Antigen is extremely high in our cases of Chi
Disease and Haemophilia. Dr, Cossart has arrangad to
regular examination of our cases for thizs Anlibody and poalibly tu
screen all the materials baing administered for Australiam Antigen.
It is probable that much may be learnea of the causs of sarum
hepavitis and its prevention could well be the outcome of these
investigations, Furthermore, thare ie a serious shortage of sara
ror the detection of Aastralian Antigen ia this country and ths
supply of sera from these buys will, therefore, grsatly augment the
present nztional bank of Australian ;ntibody sera, which, will permit
more widespread research into the relationship betwean Qpa preuance
of Australian Antigen and hspatitis. »

Do, Biggs has aposroved this programme and all tho p@djocts
ara wall under way.

Hoaves. . einsaraelr 4

GRO-C

%, G. Reinsford M.D.

Duncan Guthrie, Hsq., M.A.,

Director,

National func for Research into Crippling liseasas,
Vincent House,

Vincant Square,

London, §.W.1,
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