
Factor 8 
Aids threat 

By Anclrew Veiteh, 
Medical Correspondent 

The Government's chief med-ical officer denied yesterday that haemophiiiacs faced a new threat of Aids from supposedly safe Factor 8 from the US, 
DonaldDr sed Dr Fetter Jon s, director t of r the 

Ilaemophilia Centre in Newcas-tle upon Tyne, for disclosing that [Our men in the Nether-suds and the US had devel-oped Aids after taking Factor 8 which had been heat-treated to kill the virus. 
" It was an error of judg-ment for trim to go public onscanty and slender evidence," saidDry ehesurr The thou-sands of haemophiliacs who needed the life-saving treat-ment could be conildent that they were receiving safe sup-plies. 
A De r

spokes wonanmsaientd the Nether-lands case could be discounted. Dr .tones, she added, had ad-mitted that there was doubt about the three US cases. Dr Jones has stressed that heat-treated Factor 8 from the 
MIS Blood Products Labora-tory 
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cent cof t t eyFactor 8 used in Britain comes from the US. 
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The General 
Medical 

Council
s  o cling allowing I 

reach patient confidentiality 

with those under-15 seeking 

t
n,t,, acaptive:
ned th fam~lies of

uld
e Aids 

fferers, a former health 

Minister, Dr Gerard Vaughan, 

aid yesterday. 
Dr Vaughan said it was vital 

i,hat doctors who diagnosed 

ids should tell the spouses of 

their patients to avoid the die-

hose being spread. 
Ile is pressing the 

i elealtl
:Vfinister, Mr Barney l

j o advise GPs that they should 

(earn spouses of Ards 
sufferers 

l~bout their condition following 

he GMC ruling. 
The ruling, opposed by the 

IMA, created a new principle 

Bowing individual GPs to in• 

orm parents of girls under -1G 

eeking contraceptives if they 

elieve a breach of confidenti- 

lily will be in the interests of 

he patient. 
Ile sold: "I think 

the ruling 

ras a tremendous step towards 

etter medicine and should 

Iow be applied to Aids, VD 
II cud other serious infection 

I tiseases." 
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