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Frorn the Permanent Secretary 
Sir Chas Wormalrt 

Ni to 9lackwood, 
Chair of the Human Tissue Authority, 
151 Buckingham Palace Rd, 
London SWIWOSZ 

Department 
of Heafth 
Soca Care 

39 Victoria Street 
London 
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I apologise that you were advised incorrectly on these occasions. 

In the interest of transparency, and to ensure that we are able to provide ever ything 
that may be of use to the Infected Blood Inquiry and others, officials are identifying all 
the files the department holds, or has held, that are in any way linked to the issue 

ot. 

infected blood, This includes files on what was known about the viruses, testing for 
and treatment of the viruses and any other files that relate to blood donation, blood 
products and blood safety from the period up to 1995, and identify which of those 
files are already available in The National Archives, which are in the process of being 
transferred and which, if any, are not yet in the process of being transferred. This 
process of file identification will be completed shortly so that we are in a position to 
respond to any requests from the Infected Blood Inquiry team. 

f r 
M o

Yours sincerely, 
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Asked on: 27 February 2017 
To ask the Secretary of State for Health, with reference to the statement by the 
Minister of State for NHS Delivery in HL Deb, 19 April 2000, column 1054, how 
many papers were destroyed in error; and what proportion of the relevant 
documents from 1973 were available to inform the report on self-sufficiency. 

Answered by: Nicola Blackwood 
Answered on- 07 March 2017 
Over 4,000 documents on hlo©et safety that were available for the period 1970-85 
and informed the self-sufl'rciency report, were published on the Department's 
website in 2007. Over 550 further, from the same period, were published in 2009. 

Regrettably, some advisory committee papers from the, period 1989 and 1992 
were inadvertently destroyed some years ago. Many earlier= papers that were 
recalled from departmental files for HIV litigation purposes in the early 1990s were 
also inadvertently destroyed, but copies later recovered from the firm of solicitors 
acting for the claimants have been published electronically via the Department's 
website. 
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Independent Public Inquiry on NHS Supplied Contan1nstnd Pinod and l oral
Products, (c) the 2015 Penrose Inquiry into contaminated blood in Scotland and 
(d) used to inform his Department`s report on Self Suffidency in Blood Products in 
England and Wales published in 2007 are (i) currently readily accessible to 
members of the public without the use of Freedom of Information legislation and 
(ii) have been disclosed tinder the Freedom of Information Act. 

Answered by: Nicola 3iackwood
Answered on: 07 March 2017 
The Department has released a large quantity of relevant papers for inspection by 
Parliamentarians and the public. 
Documents covering the period from 1,970 to 1985 were published In 2007 and 
2009, in line with the Freedom of information Act 2000. 
All relevant documents on blood safety for the period up to 1995 are now 
available on the National Archives website, having gone live In March 2016. 
It is not possible to separately identify the proportion of documents disclosed for 
the various purposes requested, 
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From The Permanent Secretary 
Sir Chris lhsarrnald 

Department 
of lh & 
SocialCare 

Jana Ellison 

30 Victoria Street 
tondo 
S IHOEU 
permanent secretary@L GRO-C

21st June 2018 
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From the Permanent Secrela y 
Sir Chris Wormald 

Department 
of Heafth & 
SocialCare 

Attached at Annex AE ere the PQ responses ldentifl~ d f€ ll ,ving ftVt4 of 
Han : d by DHC offl aN l; l t is is just for n ting nd no acUor'n is required'. \ 6 are 
not able to correct the office record for previous sessions. 

I apoogiso that you were advised incorrectly on these occasions. 

The Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Mental Health and inequalities has 
written to Diana Johnson in similar terms. 

Yours sincerely, 

G RO-C 

SIR CHRIS WORMALD 
PERMANENT SECRETARY 
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