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professional address is BHSCT HQ, "A" Floor, Belfast City Hospital, Lisburn 

Road, BT9 7AB. 
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Section 2. Res once do Criticism' of witness W0007 
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2.1 To address this statement the Trust has sought the recollection of some staff 

• ♦ R •• ♦ 11'1, 

nurse in 1976. It wasn't just Haematology then; there were Neurological, 

Gastroenterology, Venereology and rehabilitation patients at that time as well 

hospital site. They advised that Ward 22 was never relocated to a portacabin. 
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that a patient has had exposure to HCV (either via a past or current infection) 

(either locally or sent away or both) and given issues with sensitivity and 

specificity, the clinical advice from the virology team was to look at the pattern 

of PCR results over a period of time rather than absolutely rely on any one 

result. 
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was Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) antibody positive. Those results are contained in 

the clinical notes. 
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2.13 It is thought to be unlikely that written consent was ever taken for a virology 

blood test from either parents or children but verbal consent may have been the 

practice then. I am advised written consent was only routinely taken for 

paediatric genetic testing at that time. 

2.14 The Trust at present operates in line with the Department of Health NI 

Reference Guide to Consent for Examination, Treatment or Care (2003) 

(attached at Exhibit WITN3449032). Current practice in the Royal Belfast 

Hospital for Sick Children (RBHSC) is to ask the parents of a 15 year old to sign 

for consent at that age, with the option of the child countersigning for 

procedures if they wish. 

4) At paragraph 40, witness W0007 states that he finds it "sinister" that he has 
had HCV since childhood but a biopsy has not been taken at any stage. 
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2.17 Blood tests, less invasive scans and indicators are routinely used to identify if 

there may have been changes or deterioration within the liver as a result of HCV 

infection. 
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together with an explanation of same. 

suitable date & time for them to attend; patients have 2 weeks to respond. If 

after 2 weeks they do not contact the service, a second letter to the patient is 
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guidance as instructed at this time. 

3.1 The Trust recognises that whilst treatment and care were delivered in keeping 

with extant guidance at the time, it accepts that some aspects of the treatment 

may have resulted in Witness W0007 having a poor patient experience. The 
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I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 
Signed .__........ 

! •b 

Date Notes! Description Exhibit number 

6 December HCV PCR test result report WITN3449029 
1995 

14 June 1995 Clinic letter from Dr SI Dempsey to Dr W ITN3449030 
Mercer 

29 May 1995 Clinic letter from Dr SI Dempsey to WITN3449031 
the parents of Witness W0007 

March 2003 Department of Health NI: Reference WITN3449032 
Guide to Consent for Examination, 
Treatment or Care (2003) 

18 November Referral letter from Dr G Benson to WITN3449033 
2003 Dr Callender 

29 September USS scan result report WITN3449034 
2004 

21 June 2007 Clinic letter from Dr N McDougall to WITN3449035 
Dr 0 McNulty 

28 October USS Abdomen and Pelvis scan result WITN3449036 
2013 report 
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