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EASTERN HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES BOARD
ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL

BELFAST, BT12 6BA
Telephone : 240503

Department of Haematology

Mrs Anne M McIlwrath GRO-C

saw the above patient on 4th December and again at review on
e 18th. We had some discussions regarding the possibility
her having past infections with Hepatitis C. I know that
u sent a blood test off in October and were unable to obtain
I can now let you know that Anne is HCV Positive.
e is Hepatitis B Negative and also has no other virological
mplication of past treatment. You will recall that Anne
came jaundiced after her tonsillectomy in 1980.- At that
me Factor VIII blood products had not undergone heat

atment. This was instituted in 1985. Therefore it was

y likely that she would have received infection with
patitis C. ~At the present time she has an ALT of three
mes the normal level which would be in keeping with her
fection. It is our practice to have three separate ALT
timations done during a 6 month perioid. if throughout that
e it remains 2 1/2 times normal one then will consider

ing her a course of treatment with Alpha Interferon to see
her liver function tests will revert to normal.

ave explained to Anne that there are several viruses which
8e positivity to Hepatitis C. Generally it is thought that
is very unlike Hepatitis B infection and it may not have

ently Professor Eric Preston and other Colleagues in the
mophilia Centre Directors Organisation are carrying out an
essment of the benefit received by a 6 month course of

a Interferon. The results to date are quite promising and
ne's tests suggest that she should fit into this category
1 discuss it further with the patient and with yourself.
&
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urs sincerely,

E iMayne
nsultant Haematologist

WITN1382003_0003



