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This circular deals with the recommendations of the Second Report of the Adviédry

Group on Tegting for the Presence of Hepatitis B Surface Antigen and asks the
Board to arrange for the introduction of revised methods for the testing of blood
donations and other blood specimens in accordance with its recommendations.

Tn 1970 an Advisory Group was set up to advise the Secretaries of State for Social
Services, Tor Scotland and for Wales on the testing of blood donations and specimens -
for what was then known as Australia (hepatitis-assoclated) Antigen and its Anti=
body, Its first Report was made in 1971 but in 1972 a revised Report,; medified

in the light of consultation, was issued. This was accepted in Northern Ireland

and issued o the former Northern Ireland Hospitals Authority in January 1973 and

to the form:r Northern Ireland General Health Services Board and the local Medical
and Dental Committees. in May 1973,

At that time the Advisory Group recommended, inter alia, that Regional Blood
Transfusion Centres should initially use an immunoelectroosmophoretic method of
testing but pointed out that knowledge-of the subject was accumilating very
rapidly and that the recommendations should therefore be regarded as interim and
subject to modification at a later date. The Group has recently completed a review
of its previous Report in the light of new informstion which has become available
and has, in its Second Report, made several new recommendations while confirming

a -tumber of its previous ones,

The Second Report has been accepted'Subject to the reservations in paragraph 7

_ below, and the Board «is accordingly asked to follow the revised procedures re-

commended in the Report amongst which is the testing of all blood donations for
the presence of hepatitis B surface antigen (HBgAg) by reversed passive haemagg-
lutination in place of counterimmuneolectroophoresis, if this is not already being
done (see paragraph“34 of the Réport).

Other important changes in procedure recommended by the Advisory Group include
the following: - .

(a) While blood donors whose blood is HB _Ag positive must continue to be per-

manently excluded from the panel and”their donations rejected for clinical
use, donors whose blood contains hepatitis B surface antibody (anti-HB_) may
be retained on the panel and their donstions used cliniecally; however, the
detection of anti-HBs should be continued to the extent necessary to obtain
sufficient plasma for the preparation of human anti-HB immunoglobulin
(paragraphs 16 and 17). ' S

(b) The practice of permanently excluding from the panel donors with a history
of jaundice may be discontinued provided that HBSAg-is not detected by
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reversed passive haemagglutination (or a test of equal sensitivity) and that .,
the donor has not suffered from. hepat;tls or Jaund:.ce durlng the prev:.ous (
12 months (paragraph 18). e . 4 o=

The Public Health Leboratory Service Board have'acdépted‘thé ‘recommendations
relatlng to reference work and the quallty control of: routine -goreening tests.

Cbnﬂideration is stili being given to the follow1ng recommendatlons of the
Aﬂv:.sory Group:

{a) Paragraph 41, relating to the 1nvest1gat10n of.. hepatltls B surface antigen
carrlers among medical or paramedlcal staff,- .

(L) Paragraph 50, relating to the dlfferentlal notlficatlon of hepatltlse'
{e) Paragraph 61, relating to the use of the BIOHAZARD sign on laboratory docrs.

The Board is recuested not to take any action on these matters for the time being.

AMENDMENTS L

C:rcular HSS(Supportive Serv1ces)4/76 Personnel Prescribed and Industrial - o)
Diseases - Viral Hepatltls. Sub—paragraphs T(e) should be added to read as followi ﬂ\>

7(e) Clrc Jar HSS(SuPportive Services) 3/77 and the Second Report of the
Advisory Group on Tesgting for the Presence of Hepatitis B Surface Antigen and
its Antibody.

The Eastern Board is asked to' take dction as in- paragraphs 3 andfh £ this 01rcular.
411 Boards should draw the attention of- all Consultant Pathologlsts to this Report
Sufficiént copzes are enclosed for that purpose._ :

“Youre fartealy
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