
_Fi}_ ATITIS ADVISORY GROUP 

The decision to convene this Group was made in the light of the many problems 

,which had been presented to the Department in relation to viral hepatitis. it 

b.Gc_i~  become evident that there was a real =_need to have access to expert advice on 

i.auy aspects of the management of the ccnidition. 

host of the problems associated with. hepatitis A have been evident for mane 

this infection would not of itself have justified the establishment of a

'n- 7 sory Cody but hepatitis B has ;i;rers ciie to an increasing number of 

p"ot only in the field of blook trancfus .'on and re :,1 dialysis but sl o in .l.; 

coenpational aspects, both from the posei'bility of illness occurring, in sta+ ;. 

e (.Z' to patient carriers and the risk to patients in contact with dodo 

t1 ;rn w a carriers. Viral he- ti t'•', e.''b11ng l.ep ►t .tis B but due to; 

. t•."ail neither with virus :; nor B hac also been identified and is cLrrc:r, 

as non, non-fl -r- ]. z.  4G t, ;sQ There are problems re1at:Uri ;i. .. 

Ti.ai', ::Leeeft and prevention of non- A Tor. r, , hepatti and it is net known _1- 

r m ;? a'e a~~eots there are. 

i; the iDa.st the Dept ,̀. tment h'.. '_ .: I `;e advice from i.';,?Ct Crcuitten

have dealt 4.,1U1 specialised ii p;:: of hepatitis B; the ert G'rcu,

: re

'j ,, 

3.. a. .a. and {~.? 1 v.. Testing Hepatitis BU ~!. -- in Dentistry  th e ~GtTl 0 '1'er:='f} , , n astinf-, for 

&i: and its Antibody i`teYil7ers of j=`..ese c.dies ar e members of the e _ _ 

_f 

the request ol the Health Depa' 3,'C..lts _- :'cotland, Wales and ` ,,o 
the 

r  T 

i;::' Group advises all the Deprtriens in th e suited Kingdom, each of '. 

4 f l ice;.t uresent< at meetings. 

The terics of reference are: 

E4T.o provide medical advice to the Chiea: Medical Officers of the 

Health Departments of the United. Kingdom an all aspects of communicable 

hepatitis." 

A list of members is attached. 
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Advisory Group met for the first time on 3 October when it was agreed that the 

.d-zvjsory Group on Testing for the Presence of Hepatitis B Surfact Antigen and its 

, Yody should become a cub--Committee of the Advisory Group on Hepatitis. It is. 

c tU' that a  new Chairman of the Sub-Committee will be appointer'. 

c 

'. 
;''h 

next meeting of the ,:soup on 5 December 1980. 
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