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THE OBSERVER
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lne immunity . breakdown,
which  is ' called . AIDS
) (acquired immune deficiency
< 1 syndrome) leaves - sufferers
' without resistance .to a wide
_ \,()j range of very severe infec-

. 7

g g Q gi&;-ns ?fnd fat%lgoca}l‘ncers&'e%f
R f sufferers, ‘have died,
|disease C
4 . .
ithreat

mostly homosexuals. . .
*.In the -past 10 months the
from CHRISTINE DOYLE ||
in Washington -

disease has spread_from the |
homosexual community to |’
nclude haemophiliacs, |
~Taitian  immigrants, - drug
abusers, ‘a_handfu] of . hetero- |.
sexuals and some children.
z e tn:-:;:use r'em:iins baf.ﬂifng.
ne eory 1s that an infec-
A ((!ZOMM}:'JRC.'[!_ﬁts\.;f.;l ‘ b]i%zg Hous agenf is transmitted
. product ' impo -1
gritain‘ from - the  United
. States may pose a grave
threat to the health of hae-’
- mophilia¢s who inject it to|
‘encourage. ¢lotting. i
- The product, called factor!f
. VIII concentrate, has: trans |

-directly; either- -sexually or| - L —
through contaminated blood

‘formed: the ilives..of haemo-.

‘philiacs who ‘once lived in

products, in a similar manner
ear of: uncontrolled bleed-

to hepatitis B to which homo-
sexuals and haemaphiliacs
;ing. Now it is being linked in.
 America with -a devastating

are also prone... ‘
Although no cases of AIDS
and mystifying disease, pre-,
; viously associated with homo-"

have been’ reported - from
: causes a.
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British “haemophiliacs, the :
~deaths of at least 10 Ameri-:
~known to be caused hy the
\ disease, following a survey of
tearly’ 6,000 haemophiliacs. .
Two batches of factor VIIT |
sexuals,. which 3"5 bt?en' Tthdlr'avlzn& fmi;zl' |
1sexuals,  w] Toduction when linked wit
:ienous_':break_dowq té’x;) the!‘ i blood doneor, who sqbsg—
ody’s_immunity system. |
: j ! 0 i -‘Changes~may- be' made " in
Control SnAdancs, Cograre. ol Sheomation policy fo con-
rol in_ ) ‘spread of- . One |
have described the S‘?'ead,,?f‘ possibility is for the blood |
.the :disease s _‘an ulr:pemo-' collection centres to exclude
ing epidemic ’ among haemo- potentially high risk donors
- philiacs, .. - more rigorously,
of the factor VIII concentrare study to examine haemo-
‘used in Britain is dexf’s°t"ttee‘:»l philiacs for-signs of :immune
gr'mt? btggahsgm;te‘ expe:s" ; ab;ormag:ty will be 'disEcus-
artly 1 XPEIS2, sed at.the meeting .in Eng-
is:_xtmnu haivi }:gende%?;r?zli'f btg land this week. Buf Dr Peter
€ . -
'm:x?ufétguring its own factor Kernoff, consultant haemo

:an haemophiliacs are. now
Officials - at the,k Govern-: luently developed AIDS
Betwoen 50 and 60 per cent The possibility of a British |
VIII. Directors - of British {tologist .at the Royal Free :

-1 Hospital ‘in "London, was an- |
haemophiliac centres  are -
neetinp this week to discuss i'(il:rli'sy : not to .c'ause’ _vl_lndu_g’
he problem. , ..ol ¢ Assessing the risk-is not a

straightforward ‘matter: we
need much more - hard |
evidence,” he said. *Factor
VIHI is a very valuable pro-f
duct and the advantages far |
outweight the disadvantages,]’
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