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TODAY 'S GUARDIAN ARTICLE BY ANDREW VEITCH

Te I promised to let you have a note about this article. My comments
relate only to blood and blood products.

2e The article gives a very misleading picture. With regard to the

finances of the Central Blood Laboratories Authority, the figure of 5%,

quoted by the "Guardian" quite correctly as being the figure by which

the CBLA's budget has been uplifted in common with other centrally funded

services, has been calculated taking into account the extent to which pay

’ and prices are expected to rise in 1983/84. There is no reason at this
early stage to think that it will not be adequate for this purpose.

3. It is moreover true to say that the Central Blood Laboratories'

-~ allocations have compared very favourably with those of other health

' authorities in recent years, reflecting the importance the Government

-~ attaches to the development of the blood products service. The table
attached shows this conclusively. The growth in revenue allocations las
increased by 33.5% for the period 1978/79 to 1982/83, compared with 4.9%

" for other health authorities.

L, As to the reference to building up to a target figure of production
of Factor VIII for the mid-eighties, the Blood Products Laboratory is
processing all the plasma it receives, currently 135 tonnes per year
and theré is capacity to process up to 150 tonnes. It is at present not
possible to produce Factor VIII other than from human blood plasma. Any
build-up, therefore, will depend on increased supplies of plasma, and the
question how to effect an adequate increase is at present under consideration.
The revenue funding of any expansion this year of blood products is a matter
which is causing the authority concern. Mr David Smart, Chairman of the
. Central Blood Laboratories Authority, has written recently to Mr Finsberg,
asking for a meeting about the level of their revenue allocation and
officials are due to have a preliminary meeting shortly.

Se I have been in touch with the Authority about the Guardian article.
Mr Smart was not immediately available but he is considering whether or not
to issue a statement clarifying their revenue position. I have suggested
to his officers that some form of statement would be helpful but as of
this evening one has not been issued. If no further progress can be made
tonight, I will pursue this in the morning and let you have a further

report.
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CBLS £¥ OUT-TURN PRICES

1973/79 ‘!v1979/¢3o [ 1980/81 | 1981/82 | 1932/83  #1974/19 to

(provisienaljlas2 /83

.

1.7606 2,135 2.790 3.523 4.154 Growth
Cesh Tnerease | 20.9% | 30.7% 26. 34 17.95% '
]
Real Terms % %
Inorease | -0.6% | 3.0F | a6.ES | 18] 33.5%
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Cazh Increase 20,65 291 10.55 | A
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. Increase 0.1% 0.9% 2.5% i 1.3% 4,97
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THE GUARDIAN i

. " ANYONE with a ha'porth of
3 ! comon -sense can see that if
I" you buy blood from people

~ with nothing else to sell

" there is going to be trouble.

; It.is an appalling comment

on - the bumanity’ of this

¥ Government that they have

. failed to ban the blood trade.’

+ - "Thus = spake Reg Bird,

ASTMS official and.. some-
thing of a wise Eric to Clive
. Jenkins’ Little Ern, when he
. .blew the whistle last' week

. tector .of the health service
take a calculated risk ? The
nasty . facts suggest that he
knew “exactly what was hap- {
pening,. but .encouraged by
| that champion . of Victorian
< virtues, . Mrs Thatcher, who.
" has told him to keep to cash
limits, . he ~gambled . doctrine,
-and profit  against the risk.
- to human life. Bad luck if
".you're haemophiliac. .. .

- +* It is not the first time that
‘e has calculated the cost of
..life and decided life wasn't
‘worth . :it,. . He. will  soon

-

Greenfield report, will "cost
too much in terms of lost

¢ -.on the Government's decision |- - BODY . announce tﬁhat ‘gehn'eribcvsg.b‘sﬁ_,
* to cash limit — which means ¢ . ¢ | tution, . the:. cheap . druss
o cest imit — which means | g NT) SOUL ' | seheme  proposed i, e

;. of — the Blood Products-
;. Laboratory, the only source . EE ]
g‘fac:t-g?%}i;fbflor'?é%b‘f;égsgl | R , 8§~ and will damagl"rll‘esearfh.
.. philiacs living in terror lest F JObS’,. and exports. The healt
R e S comes trom | B OWRGE '8 S0l irune
.. 4 guy on the streete of San “ri1se, while . habies, : kidney

"’ Francisco who Hhas si - ‘- : ;
.. _'cﬁ:m-b(;dci’é‘fAfds}?as since suc blood ‘ patients, and presumably now

profit to the multinationals,

. haemophiliacs are allowed to
' T“{° Jears aso the feé’af," die for lack of money. .
: ment of Health warned of the - . TR |- .
L ic - " .One of the arguments put
risks of -hepatiti U : . .
. Factor VIIL (gerlrySV;Eghans, money .| forward by the drug firms

+: then Health Minister, agreed .— and “accepted by Mr

o g)l pudmme% millionsgnto the : . . " Fowler — has been that

00 roducts: Laboratory | 1em is solved, must be the | when Canada opted for chea
ce i . ’ i i 4 s P
i+ with the aim of making Bri- | onjy answer. ' drugs, the .industry collapsed.

- :tain self-sufficient by 1985. ° “H
. - i ; e ., may therefore. be
., Last year, according to fo;r hi;ree ;:ieggn&a};foihtﬁgig- inter_es:ted in an item imr this
. “David . Bennett, an :ASTN_IS dentitied Aids agent, though | month's IMS ‘Phaljmaceuncval
official at the lab. was dis- it's likely to be a mutant Marketletter, .a reliable news-

astrous -in production .terms virus, no way -of killing it . sheet .for.drug company. exe-

*" because of building work. "t ‘survives conventional cutives.
. = This year was to be the vear | radiation — and because of | - Generic (unbranded) drugs
they started catching u : o e ¢
ey } g up. . the long latency . period, | are saving Canadians £50. mil-

“Then suddenly, two weeks gonorihng not knhowAtgey lions a .-ye£ar0(.)-in .ﬁ: drugs
.- ‘ago, the authority which runs ave the disease when ‘they | market -of - 800- millioms. —.
% ufe l1ab toid m'ax;a?:ers‘ to cut | BV blood: - .. less than half. the - British

; i ket. Manufacturers’ !
their budgets by 10 per cent.  Imanse an urers |

'Of course “Norman l;owle:r — ; :
f PR . * |i:prices had dropped by up to:
. What had Thappened,. it ;Ts.srgg‘ril tS:;glcaeshg’e})%rﬁgrzé |" 95 per“cent since the; country
_‘turned out. was that the auth- | common sense. The evidence ..went generic,-and a Teturn
‘ority had .been told by the.| is that he knew of the threat | lo lgyam;: -'tfkllagﬂeéd"I:FOdl}l:g‘g -
", Department of Health that, | in plenty of time to preserve | ~-ould: 9 e country .

o epatt M= . . " v billions in“risirg prices over
in lineé with all’ other’ cen the blood laboratory’s funds. | 4o navt 10" years.: - s ndt

. trally funded agencies, they T : > b
frauld only get 3 5 per cent | ;t1e Kew LA Mot of the || Admittedly the figures are
. ll;l'rslzwﬁ&satygar. The twthom"f VIII ..imported .each year _provided~by-the Canadian-
1 t 5 per cent was no “come from the States. He can Drug ,Manufacturers Associa-

enough to keep pace with ; . ; : tion, “which' represents “the.
, rising medical ' equipment "?}g?'bml:l?%.é:“l“l;?avtginngo%g‘ country’s -generic drug
- prices, let alone to start | phpocexuals, and Sthat by | makers, and should therefore
‘building production to meet-| G, dence 'a large propor- | be subjected to the same cri-
a target of 100 million units - tion -of. the blood Soeld to West | tical assessment as figures'
_ofh Fac’g)lr I\{III %s ~":vell); :s Coast agencies comes -from .‘from_the multinationals.
other blood - products 1like | 1 rocemyals = Lo o .. But' the - Camadian;-firms
. dgpamia for pums victims. b3 | " bris officials must have told |* 3150 argue that, apering the-
_. i*The Government's commit- | him -that US -haemophiliacs . o .
. 40€ UYL L  Nlaell .destroy the country’s newly,
ment of getting Britain out had contracted Aids from |- developi research-based
nent t |t , , developing S
of the US blood trade now | contaminated Factor VIH. and - industry, would give the mul-. -
looks decidedly half-hearted.. | that the US health authori- | tinational cartel ~“ virtual
Yet for -haemophiliacs it is ties. had .asked blood buyers | carte blanche” to sell pro-
? ; 1. stain's | -ducts at unlimited prices:
vital. Supplies from Europe | to sc{ree_n out gays..Br(;ta}:ns - duets limited profits. and
cannot be_guaranteed to be transfusion experts.and hae- | © ", S0 p titiom: -
| EheoEtais Semopn” | matconits, meL T s | o
iacs have-contra -the dis- R
t* ease"'in -Spain and -France. anle;r'\F- ‘;‘;‘Vlir ‘must '*;-159"1“‘;: 4 mﬁ,""“};’; I‘;}l,‘:g g};ntoggggit;:
Factor VIII from donated, fPa Briatis}al Sﬁngrﬁo"ﬁl’l‘?' .wvas’-all about. ‘What " price.
}'ather thar; so}ld. g’”d' gontract'mg Aidsaefror% 13; - humanity ?
rom a country where homo- | L R A T
sexuals have been asked not blood would spell disaster. And Vei
to donate until the Aids prob- So did fhe self-styled pro- Andrew- Ve tgh)
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