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Dr T D Davies 
Dr T H Flewett 
Professor A C Kennedy 
Dr R Lane 
Dr S Polakoff 
Dr R S Williams 
Dr S E J Young 
Professor A J Zuckerman 

Also present. Dr M Sibellas - Medical Secretary 
Mr R T Anderson -• Secretary 

DESS 

Dr D Bartley - Health Education Council 

Introduction 

The Cha n welcomed Dr Davies who replaces Dr Bird, He also welcomed 

Dr Harris and Dr Field, 

1. Apologies  for Absence 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes were agreed. 

1 

N H BT0000068_021 B_0001 



3. Matters arising 

(a) Hepatitis B Vaccine 

Dr Watford informed the Group that Supply ivision had been in contact 
with Wellcome and that they are not currently proposing to compete with 
Merck, Sharp and I)ohme in manufacturing hepatitis B vaccine. 

(b) MRC report of the Working Part on the clinical use of a specific 
ipuiolobvlin in hepatitis B 

The Chairman informed the Group that this report had now been published 
(BMJ : 2 October 1982). 

4. Hepatitis B Vaccine 

(I) Hepatitis B Vaccine : Draft Guidance on Use (AGH(82)1) 

Dr Sibellas introduced this item by informing the Group that 45,000 doses 
of the vaccine (sufficient for 15,000 courses) would be available in this 
country during the next 6-8 months. The Group were informed that it was 
not possible for the Department to control the supply of the vaccine or
guarantee continuity of supply in view of the time required for its 
manufacture. 

The Group then considered the draft CMO/CNO letter (Hepatitis B Vaccine 
Guidance on Use) and made the following drafting amendments;-

Text of letter 

It was agreed that:-

(i) The reference to the cost of the vaccine should be deleted (final 
sentence - paragraph 2). 

(ii) Sentence 1, paragraph 1 should read " .... available in very 
limited quantities ...." 

(iii) The wording of the second paragraph should be amended to indicate 
that the incidence of hepatitis B in Britain was low in comparison to 
world incidence of the disease. 

(iy) The involvement of the AGH should be mentioned in paragraph 3. 

A2LE radix 

It was agreed that:--

(a) Paragraph Al should be amended to read "Personnel directly 
involved in patient care over several months ...." 

(b) Paragraph Al should include a reference to teachers and training 
staff, 

(c) This group (Al) should be restricted to institutions where there is a 
known high incidence of hepatitis B. This would also apply to group 31, 
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(d) Paragraph A2 should read "Personnel directly involved in 
patient care over several months ...." 

(e) Paragraphs A3, A6 and B2 should be deleted. 

(f) Paragraph A4 should be deleted and replaced with—
"Laboratory workers regularly exposed to high risk material." 

(g) The word "temporary" should be deleted from paragraph A5. 

(h) Paragraph B3 should read "Renal dialysis patients who are known 

to be antigen/antibody negative and who are travelling abroad and who 

will receive treatment in haemodialysis centres outside the United 

Kingdom." 

(i) Groups B and C should be combined under the heading "Patients and 

Family Contacts." 

(j) Note (a) of Group C should read " HBe antibody ...." 

NOTES

It was agreed that:-

(1) Note (iii) should begin "There is no need to give vaccine to 

individuals known ...." 

(ii) Note (iv) should be deleted and the contents incorporated into 

the text of the letter and repeated as a preamble to the appendix. 

The Group noted that Ministerial agreement was being sought before 

guidance on the use of the new vaccine could be promulgated. 

(II) Pro ess on the develo ment of a British He atitia B Vaccine (AGH(82)11) 

Professor Zuckeran tabled a paper detailing the progress which had been 

made and informed the Group that safety and efficacy testing of his pilot 

batches had been successfully completed. 

Professor Zuckerman reported that production of his vaccine was being 

transferred to CA Porton Down although there were still some difficulties 

in transferring the new technique. He informed the Group that the National 

Research Development Corporation support would cease in January 1983 and 

that he was concerned that the transfer would not be completed by then. 

After the Chairman had thanked Professor Zuckerman, Dr Harris stated that 

the Department would encourage CAMR to facilitate -the transfer and that 

the Minister's visit to Porton Down on 12 October would be used to make 

representations on the matters. 
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5. Hepatitis A associated with eating shellfish (AGH(82~2) 

~i : . Y_R •rM: . . .:. I • ■. - /. d/ ■ . ^. ^r • ! ,, y ' " ♦ all .. ,, • 
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6. Prophylaxis against hepatitis A for travellers abroad (AGH(82)3A) 

. • ••M - in . 1. :. 

I mmunisation .. : . is - r _ . 1.111! - R • : •.. r • ! : ' - •: . ^-: _ _ . ...a te i •: •._. ---:. n•.:: • _ 

isation was not recommended for hepatitis A contacts in schools. 

Since specific tests for hepatitis A antibody are now available it is possible 
to select individuals without antibody for prophylaxis. Where possible this is 
desirable in order to avoid repeated and unnecessary administration of i 'noglobulin. 

7. - HBsAg Positive Patients (AGH(82)4) 
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9. (i) Data Sheet and Cover letter for Ii-B-Var issued b the 'homas 

Morson Pharmaceuticals Division of Mere. Sk~ar~ and I~ohme A 8;x)6). 

(~i) "He atitis B 'virus infection an rasOnaB°. Joa'+ ??- of H iene 1 62 

Volume 8 AGE 82 7 . 

(iii) "Pre ation of He atitis B P 1 e tide Micelles from I{u. Carrier 

Plasma". Jo of Virolo icy Methcsds 1 82 Vole AGH(82 8 . 

(iv) "Review of Viral Hepatitis as an Industrial Disease" Press Release 

b the De artment AGH 82)9 

(v) "Indications for use of Hepatitis B Vaccine based on cost-effectiveness 

An Jvsis". The New bland Journal of Medicine ®e~ Sevtember 1 82 AGH 82 10). 

PHLS Stud -- He atitis B Surveillance of Hoe ital Staff 

J 

N H BT0000068_021 B_0005 


