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REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTCRS' MEETING - e Tl

Minutes of the 159th meeting held on Wednesday 21 January i976:
~ at 11.30 am in Room D104, Department of Health and Social Security,
- Alexander Fleming House, Elephant and Castle, London, SE1 . -

Dr W d'A Maycock - ' .. = Cheirman

- % : - Hégional Transfhsion Directors
%
)

o

_Dr K LG Goldsmith " - Blood Group Reference Laboratory -

. Major-General HC.Jeffrey : - National Medical Director; Scottish

.+ National Blood Transfusion Service

Dr I A Cook o ' - Scottish National Blood Trsnsfusion
: Service

Colonel T E Field - Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion

Service

.L Waiter

- Deparfmght- of Health & Social Security
Mr R P Cleasby o - ‘ ‘ :
¥r R N Gooch

rs R A T\nmard }
Miss S H Rosbotham -

e

J

Nt et N s St s e s’

P

The Chairman welcomed Dr Goldsmith who thanke& everyone who had sent hia their
good wishes. f

.The Cheirmsn alsc welcomed Mr T E Dution who had succeeded Mr Jackson (Division

HS2B), Mr R P Cleasby (Division HS2E) and Mr R N Gooch, Supply Division.

- Apologies for -absence were received from Dr Wagstaff, Ir Dernborough {represented

by Dr Stone), Dr Smith(represented by Dr Barnes), Dr Bird and Dr McIntyre.
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1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUEES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 OCTOBER'1975
The minutes were confirmed asubject to the following amandments--
Page > section 2b. Lth paragraph, last sentence deleted and replaced by

. wDr Murray thought that improvement of screem.ns for
HLA antibodies would involve extra cost; she hoped to .

obtain additional revenus for thls purpo:ae.

» " last paragrayh, penultmate line. Rephce “hoap:.tal
by n]aboratory” ' e n T
ERC . % Siow 24, riline 9 _insert "not” between nwere® and "combineé"
1 .
" 6 »

pg  parsgraph heeded "Antibody Scroening® - lst line, -

delete nleeds”

2 - MATTERS ARISING
~ < 'a. QUALITY CO\l‘I'ROL APPLIED O BLOOD GROUP SEB.OLOGI

i, Dr Goldsm:.th r’e?orted that since the l Septen:ber 1975 10 RTCs had
_ orgam.zed 15 quality control exercises in hospital transf\.s:.on
'la‘borator:.es - Leeds(3). Sheffield(l), casbridge(1)- Brentwood(})
To’ot:mg(l) Wessex(1). O:d‘ord(l) ’leerpool(Z) Lancaster(1),
'Glasgow(l) .
ii. Proficiency ‘mesting of RICs. D Goldsmlth said that serun No.l )
© - uould be aistributed within the next fow weeks. < . -

4ad. Draft yroposula concernmg the role of the profesalonal bodies in o T
" relation to external quality control schemes with special reference S

: to partlclpants w:.th poor petfomance (wTD(75)27 (BSCC- 13/&.)).; _.

"In the éiscussidn of this papse’, par’c:.cula.rly parag:'aph 8, or Wa:xtor":; - ‘
' 'remnde”dr%he ‘meeting that there was not yet @ National scheme for }" e ok
quallty control in blood group aerology and t!m:h when such a schere
was jntroduced it would differ from othars n having & regional tier
‘ composed of the RICs which had built up a close relatzonshlp with
i haema’cologsts responsible for transfus:.on and which for meny yeers -
had been responsible for maintsining & high ‘standard of blood group:
’ serbloéﬁ "in hospital gransfusion 1a.bora.torles. The intention was not
ghat the proposed Advisory Parel in Heematology should disturdb this:
relé.tionshi.p in sny way but that it should be available to help in.-

any cuses of persistently poor performers after regional

2.
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gk,

efforts bad failed. When called upon to deal with a blood group
- serology problem the Pdnel would 1nc1ude at loast one expert in this
'isubgec».»'
' The meetzng agreed wlth paragraph 8.
b REPORI OF WORKING PARTY ON THE FORMATION OF A BONE MARROW DONO& PANEL
! AND THE NEED TO DETECT MORE SERA SUITABLE FOR TISSUE TYPING
S i.' Dr Jaycock said that the Report of the workxng Party was helng e <
‘ 1"conszdered within the Department following a meeting on the o
16 Deeember 1975 between the Working Party and members of the
Immunology Sub-Committee of the NOMS/NTTRL Management Committee, This
-, Jclnt meeting had been arranged because it had. become evzdent since
the WOrklng Party completed its report, that ‘the problems att ached to
using bone—marrow grafts from unrelated donors ' were greater than

; foreseen.. The Report and the circular and cover1ng letter. drefts of o
- which had been circulated, would not be issued. 7 - o

‘ Dr Maycock said it was now thought thnt the need for donors of ‘tissue--
" typed platelets and leucocytes was liiely tc becoae greater than thst
_ for unrelated donors of typed ‘bone-marrow., "An eatimate made at the
301nt meetlng on 16 December 1975. was that the need for tissue-typed
platelets would be at least ten times that for bone—marrow grafts.

ESUNFTIENC Y

A p«nel of tzssue—typed donors would, therefore, ‘be wanted and it
.. was logical to empanel donors to give platelets, and wh;te cells as
“-nell aa, poaslbly, bone-marrow.

‘ The meetlng was not unanimous about the need for tlsaue-typed platelets,i
. but one member expressed concern that RTCs ‘would not’ ‘be able to meet
E i ) requeate lzkely to be made by hospitals in the next 12 montha The
_'m__' view was expressed that if tissue-typed platelets : were prepared’ ‘
H»;f requeste for them would grow and RTCs would find it difficult tb -
‘dj resist them. Dr G H Tovey estimated that a panel of 50 000 tissue-
typed donors would be wanted '

Ur Draper said that DHSS would write to Directors in the nsar future
~ about the bone marrow and platelet donor panel., '

RTDs agreed to send Dr Maycock the following information:-
&. Whether tissue-typed Platelets were issued.
b. If so, what proportion of the totel platelet preparatlons
(in terms of blood donations) issued were tlssue-typed
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¢. For what conditions tissue—typed- plate'lets- w'ere iséuéd )
- d. If tissue-typed platelets were not yet prdv:.ded the Direct tors!
opinion regarding indlcatz.ons which would austz.fy the:u- :.aaue. '

ii. A paper (RTD(76)2) tabled by Dr G H Tovey, showed the nunbers of sera
~ received by NITRL in 1975. Of 156 separate sera, 151 were contributed
by reglona.l transfusion centres and of these sera the majority were
detectad at Rfl‘c Bristol. Most centres had contn‘nuted at least one; six
centres had sent three,

_ h-on the d:.scuanon it ’becama apparent that t:.ssue-t)p:.ng at centrea
misht leave little sera for NITEL and that more help (medical,
technical and/or cler:.cal depending on clrcumatances) was neceaaary
.. in some centres to follow up domors. Dr Haycock repor'ked for ' R
Dr Wagstaff that at RTC Sheffield, 12,000 domors were screened in 1975; -
,500 of these had cytotoxic antibodies of which 80 were monoapeo:flc.

... Dr.Tovey. ~aaked Directors, if possi"olo, to send anti-sera contai: ”g
‘ _. 1 antibodies to the antigens listed in RTD(76)2 and anti-sera of" any
apeclflcity which on- screening react as well as or better than anti-
| sera of the same specificity issued by NTTRL. COntnbut:.ona of as
| httle as 25al were invaluable. A

c. CENIB.AL CC‘AHITTEE FOR NBTS: HINUTES OF HEE’I'DIG- 16 OCTOBEB. 1975
"'hese wera . received, There vere no oomenta.

d. TRAINING OF: EEDICAL "LABORATORY IECHNICMNS & SUGG:.STIONS FOR EODIFYIN;
-~ STuDY GUIIES -

. Only one. Director had submitted suggest:.ona. Mr Gregor:y would 3till he
. pleased to receive any comments Directors wished to m.ake. Rkl

o _’It was. reported that RHAs had now been told that IHSS: chd not at preaen,t e T *
, : propose. '&o adnse extension of the existing arrangements for traimng \

R .med::.cal laboratory technicians within the limits of discretlon glven by

STH 47/ 70, ‘

e. BLOOD PRODUCTS LABORATCRY: PROVISION OF PLASMA

. Dr Maycock reported that the total volume of plasaa. (ie. time-explred

| ~specnﬁc, .supernatants from fresh plasma) available for preraring albumin
+in last guarter 1975 had improved and equalled thaet available in ‘the
second tquarter 1975. The increasing amounts of fresh plasma froam the

WY e

. AHG programme would improve the position further in 1976, He reported

WL

_l‘chut the floors of the fractionation suite at BPL were about to undergo

b
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g BETERTION OF EQUIFPMENT WASEING FACILITIES IN BTCs. |

‘extensive repairs which would not be cémplated unt:.l mid Juﬁs 1976 at the‘
earliést. During this tme the amounts of nomal jmmunoglobulin. and o
albumin preparad, would have to be diminished. Reserves were suffic:.ent to‘
maintain supplies at present levels. Speoli‘m immunoglobulins and

' coagulatmn factors would continue to be prepared. When the repairs were
f:.m.shed it was planned to increase the preparation of albumin fractions f
'by sbout 4O per cent, 11’ sufficient plasma was ava.ilable. B.TDa reportad
" ‘that the comunpt:.ou of Ted cell concentrates was growing

-

f WOBKING PARTY ON CODE OF PB.ACTICE FOR CELL SEPAB.A.’.L‘OB.S o .
“Tt was reported that this Working Party haa. ‘been set up and the proposed

terma of reference were'-_

&

"To prepm'e a code of practico for cell aepa.rators wz.th pa.rt:.cular ,

: reference to blood donors.

The ma«nbers of thc Workins Party were.

DrW a'A Haycock(Chaman), ITAB Kay, Dr I W Delamore, . :
ECE AT John Goldman, Dr Humphrey Kay, Ir R Powles, Dr ‘Barbara R.oberts, B
= " Dr F Stratton, Dr W Wagstaff, Dr J K A ‘?ih:.tehouse a.mi o A
.. DrMLN ‘Mlloughby.

Its first meeting would be held on Fnday, 12 )larch 1576.

i It wa.s reported on behalf of Dr Wagstaff that RHA Trent had agreed. that ‘
A : RTC Sheffz.eld should retain facilities for wash:.ng equlpment and. prepar:.ng

v seta and fluids. These facilities would ‘be ava:.lable to other centres on

‘condition that they provided any materials needad and colleo‘tad the T
quipment fluids etc. or paid tranaport charses., _‘“', N

‘ Dr Barnes reported that: RTC Weasex could. probably u.ndertake to wash
equipment for centres. e S\

5

The facihtn.es at Newcastle, Cambridge, L:n.verﬁool and lianchestér did not.
meet the stendards required under the Safety of Hed:.c:'.nes Act. The latter
*two Centres were making use of the Sheffield facilities for prepar:.ng ‘
‘bottles, sets and fluids. :

h. SUPPLIES OF SERUM FOR QUALITY CONTROL , )
‘ Dr LA D Tovey reported that a meeting was to be held w:.tn representat:.ves
of RICs., Wessex, Bristol, Blm:mgham Edmburgh and Glasgow and DﬁSS.

5.
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After experience had been gained in collectmg serum for ‘quality control,
he would prepa.re a paper for the RTD meeting. L
i. NBTS 47: NUMBER OF PLATELET PREPARATIONS

Dr Maycock reported that the information in RTD(?S)ZO ta'bled on 8 October
1975 was mcorx-ect and that he had aubsoquently wrltten to BRIDs asking
for the following informatiom to be shown under NBTS 47, para.23:-

' Total number of preparations of platelets made at RTC and total

. number issued, 'both m tema of donatlons. B i

J. PUBLICITY PA!-PHLETS. S o _
‘“I‘IB"‘S BOOKL:-.T Er Dutton reported that the text ami art-work waa now o
V complete and that the booklet should be ready m April or lay ‘

LI.FE BICOD SERIES; : :
€ B -~“i._ "Haemolytic Disease of the Newbom" The text v:as oouplete and
Lo . the design and illustrations were being prepared : o '

.ii. "Blood Donmors and Open-Heart Surgery".‘ Dr Jenkins had received
_ - the first draft of ‘the text from Dr Bourdillon. '
) :.i,:’._i, ~_"Pa.nela of Donors of Rare Types". The text was be.mg preparad

k. BSI COMMITTEE ON BLOOD TRANSFUSION EQUIPMENT SGHN/11 -
Dr Maycock reported that Dr Freda Roberts had agrsed to serve as a

representatzve of NBTS on this Committee and that l!arsey RHA ‘had glven its
approval.

- 3. SUPPLY MATTERS:
.. & MINUTES OF MEETING OF BEPE SUB-COMMITTER 3 IECEMEER 1975 (m;(7o)1)
( ; ‘ Mrs Tlmnard drew the meeting's attention to two points in particular:- - . ’
- i. Tne ‘new. Avon A100 blood administration set with flaxible d.rip—pump
o wes. TOw ‘available on Central Supply (para.;.2). e )’

s

u,. An HET laaflet is to be issued concerning potent:.al dangers of g:.nng o
SRTIE potent drug through ‘a standard blood giving set w:.théut us:mg ‘an’
add:.t:.ona.l flow control regulator (para.6). - ' ‘

- Miss Rosbotham referred to Standards on Particulate hatter in Admmstra-'
tion Sets (para.S), and asked the meeting if it had advice- to offer,
The meetmg felt it could not give any advice, because it consiaered T i

tnat the sets were not a significant source of part:.culate matter, -
b. WORKING PARTY ON THE ADDITION OF DRUGS TO INTRAVENOUS FLUIDS. )
' Dr Maycock informed the meeting that the Working Party's report, now in '

é.
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draft form, warnad agalnat the addltion of drugs to blood or any blood
products and certain other solutions.

c. AMPINS, Mrs Tunnard reported that it was not known whether the .

‘manufacturer of these had been inspected and assessed in accordance with

- the requirements of the Medicines Act. This matter would be considered at
the next B & BPE 3ub—comm1ttee weeting. : o

¥r Gooch asked Directors to send him deteils of defects so that they
could be reported to Medicines Division.

d. CRATES FOR PLASTICS BAGS. Dr Rogers had complained that the modified .

crates for plastics bags provided by Supply Division were not satisfectory.

- KICs Newcestle and Cardiff were using adapted milk bottle crates: ‘other.

- RICs seemed to be sstisfied with the crates provided. Mr Gooch and -

Miss Rosbotham suggested that further consideration could be given to
Dr Rogers's complaints at the B & BPE sub-committee meetings, and asked o
how many RTDs would be interested in the introduction of a modified crate.
As only Dr Rogers was interested, it was agreed that modificatzons wonld

~‘be un-economxc, and that no further act:on would bc taken. '

e d Lol . N - -
Tegzetm Tl FIR . pheed I <

x PR

L AHG CONCBNTRATE
a. PROVISIGN OF PLASNA (n!rD(?S)zS) . R

It was explalned that this paper was a revzsed version of RTD(75)21

" prepared in the light of comments from RTDs on the latter peper. If RIDa‘u. Tl
had any comments these should be sent to Mr Dutton without delay.

~Drrﬂagcock reported.that.(z) the amount of fresh plasma received at BPL'’
and-PF:Labora;ory,fOxford‘in November and December 1975 had exceeded the .
forecest target monthly rate in RTD(75)26 and (ii) modifications to BEL,
necessary in order to fractionate the proposed amounts of fresh plasma, . .

would be completed by late January or early February 1976, .. . .o

The situation in.certain RICs was:- : o
M_Newcastle.i,,u oo slightly- ahead of target o

Y Edgwé:e:;J;‘ﬁ_ .. could 1mprove on target as demand for ii
T o : bcryopreclpltate had lessened. ) 3
Brentwood: . “'was about to .reach target oA e ;
“ Birmingham: -’ -z . delay in modification to building would defer T I

. attainment of target by about 6 months. Demands"=
" for cryoprecipitate were growing. -

Liverpool: - ' ~“‘al.tlrumgl'x modifications to building would not be
e R it ~ complete until the end of 1977. might be able to
send small amounts of fresh plasma. :

Manchester: . oo Pewer requests received for "Hemofil® since S iamy
: . "World in Action" TV programme. G

B R ot

-
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b. DISTRIBUTICN ’ S R
The meeting nominated Drs Jenkins, Gunson and Stx"atténAtb reprt'asgrlx.t.'ms -
at any meetiné affanged to .discusa the method of £$Mbutﬁg concentrate
4nd other preparctions used to treat haemophilia, LT T

5. SECOND HERUET OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TESTING FOR HEPATTTIS B ANTTGEN .-
a. SELECTICN OF DONORS - - ol
The Chairman reported that DHSS had réceive&_ requests for péx'miSSipn to
| put into cﬁ‘éét the recommendations in paragraphs 16 and 18 of the Report o
at the same t.une as those concerning the method of te'sting,. paragraph 51... AR
#hile it was in order ‘to,a-dopt immediately recommendations abq\it more
- stri'.ngent‘ testing, it would not be wise to adopt *(':he. -i-et':omendatioﬁt in
' péragraphs 16 and 18 until the Report had been approved which should be in .
é.boﬁt:three week‘:;'Atime. ‘ o U e et

Tx

Dr Wagstaff had asked that any relaxation of ruies'ahobld be introduced at

a given .‘-date;: 'tﬁ thl: the mégting, agreed and asked MSS to Set tﬁe dé.fe in 7
due couse. b L Tt SR
b~ NODIFICATION OF NBIS STATIONERY AND LITERATURE, - e

It was noted that; when the recommendations in paragraphs 16 and 18 were ‘

- adopted, certain items of stationery etc. would have to be modified., The
meeti.ﬁg requested Pﬁblicity Sub-committee to make itself responsible for b
these changes, TR e s e

¢- COLLECTION OF BLOOD FRGM KNOWN HB, ANTIGEN FOSITIVE DONORS - - - R R
. The following centres (i) took donations from aint'ig‘.eh‘positive'déno::s at o
r'blboc‘i cdilecfihg‘aesaions bﬁt made special mangementa foi' thé céilectioxj v

) ’\ .. of this blood:= . RTCs. Newcastle, Tooting, Bristol, Cardiff, s

o (3d) took donations from antigen positive donors _A‘E-A :
©© i the BTG itself:- RTCs. Brentwood, Southamp'tng,‘{
. 4 Pyt - Inverness. s 7 \
o (iii) did not collect donations frem antigen positive
L donors:- RICs. Leeds, Cambridge, Edgware, Oxford,
. Liverpool, Belfest.

Surprise had beenicaused by é.ntigen positive dofxéfs from é. ;egion which ~
bled such donors at biocod coilecting sessions presenting themselves at .
blood collecting sessions in regions where such ) donors were bled oniy at
the RTC, : - -
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