©
of blood fails

to kill Aids virus
‘Aids virus

¥EVHE Aids virus ‘can apparently survive

2 4 the heat treatment of commercial blood
products used by haemophiliacs, Dr Peter
Jones, director of the northern haemophilia

| centre at the Royal Victoria Infirmary,
; Newcastle upon Tyne, said yesterday. .~ -
It had been thought that the blood treatment used
for Britain's 5,000 haemophiliacs killed the virus.

! But he told conference. “'On the scanty evidence we
have it looks as if the

“nnm“mm—/"} virus can survive heat
e = S e T treatment. It would be
C;Uﬁﬁm,lh\g ) misleading to guarantee

, V\g,Z'&E’,'

'

100 per cent. safety.

“devastating news.”,
However . the likelihood of

" | DR Jones told the conference

. T o R patients dyving from their bleed-
in Newcastle, organised for
i health care workers and spon.

) . N ) . - ing disorder still outweighed
E R
i{ sored by the DHSS: *‘There is

their chances of contracting
i BHOOd-élOtting‘ ag(—)nt is Suspected of -infectl_on | one case in the Netherlands of an

AlDS.
y adult h hiliac who was neg-

;1 ative, but one year after being
r treated. with commercially

3 > “ N y ' . s heated-treated blaod products he
&@m@ . l la(: : is .was_positive to the AIDS aniti-
. 9 B i . ] - A e bodies test. .

) . ) S “There were also three known
- ® ® . . . .1 _ cases in America one possible
. . d - C ' th™ and two probable—of a negative
. ) § EES . .o I, o positive switch.

o ; L . A fed

: | R o bar Seven cases
There have been seven cases
of AIDS among haemophiliacs in
10t the North of Engiand five of
ats whom were now dead, he said.
"And 76 per cent of Dr Jones
patients had proved positive to
the antibodies test - )
u  He added that a type of cancer,
bt mamly confined to homosexual

. . . . s Qids
atients with severe haemo- of the yS cases was regarde
lr}h‘\lia were infected .with the. as a pru}‘aable._’i T‘};e 1twWD
aids virus before heattreated others were ! possibles.” |

By Andrew Veitch
Medical Correspondent

Two thousand me‘n suffering
from haemophilia face a new =“4 1
thieat from Aids from suppos- gﬁﬁriﬁ%ﬁfﬁéﬁéﬂnhﬁ;@yg e
edly safe Factor 8 imported dren, e case. and. eight

it was velope
gfé‘g\‘oﬁgé ﬁ?{ﬁiﬂaﬁmcs' it was have dicdﬂ \7\/‘omte‘r_|1 _rarely, suf-
A } B
sod e o % e e por cont -0f The patients might have been H :
7 ent are mnow  Sixty per cent of Factor 8 The p s m ) n A sufferers, had appeared in
glc‘:ﬂ-dtileo:tlelﬁgtuagkill the virus, used in the UK is imported infected previously ~ without

three haemophihacs sufferin;
—f i i 4
from the US—-the rest comes showing a response. " from AIDS in America.

on'a :Dr Tony Pihching .of- St
are Mary's Hospital,”London, said :
«Tt"js rremature. to_conclude
that heat treatment is incffec:
tive. It would be wrong to b,g.
unduly alarmist at this stage.

Factor 8 was introduced

but four men had been in- v se. )
e ing’ Blood . The haemophiliac children D ¢

focted after taking what was free from the NIIS 0 mop 0 We are watching the unfold.
thought to he a safe product, Products Lahoratory in wh» had been infected faced a ® e e are watching the unfold:

Eistrec. Government cuts mean  bleak future of “safe' but not

be self always enjoyable sex. Marriage did not act in time to bring these

i nference in Newcas- y n
e A told that Britain will .not:

t}et Lgipa(\)ln‘ Tyme was sufficient in Factor 8 "until and parenthood were at stake,’ l’t’»ﬂlﬂ.e safe therapy,”’ he said.

)ef),e‘f! piiient lives in Holland, late 1988. . . said Dr Jones. Junicered c { m([?ﬂrf chr::;e::a]l?gn. f;,r Gh.,vem.
i Y ’ 1 ho volunteered for h :me or hacmo-

and the others are in the US,  Bjood .plasma from as many Adults wh ment compesalion fur baemo.

a0 10 ‘the Aids antibody - test- and

ople ma nd
it ¢ ; were found to. have been 1in*

said Peter Jones, d}i\rfctorc e?\f as 30,000 cople may &
Newcastle’s Haemophilia - nake one unit of Fac! . L X
re: 'and  the  conference ' y; pcame clear yesterday fected have heen-evn_cte&i frunrg_.
: organiser. that the NHS version is likely their homes, ostracised, andp
7" e can no-longer guaran- % Tine safest: it is heated lost their jobs.

tee the safety of heattreated =7 higher temperature for Michael  Adler, he | jids
Factor 8, he said. “The News 1o, oor {han “the commercial specialist atd the iddlesex £ "The problems facing the
is devastating 1o S, Our P& product. o ent ¢ ith:® haemophilic group are enor-
tients and their familics The risks of being crippled -The Department of Healthi™ mous. It is now virtually impos-

virus, “"We must bring help. 1o
thesc people whose family,
sacial and sexual life has been

the - Aids || their own.

- Heat treatment '

Dr Jones described it as|F

—

said Professor .  disrupted through no fault of {

the

ion
erit
ede-
ine,
in’'s
case
per

Lyeen
land

3rit-
lers

an-

— -

e a

111,?5 or killed by internal bleedin

mean that- haemophiliacs have
no choice but to take Factor:8

“Watching the ~advent said later in"a-statement i We! & |
"aids“i;;:chacgmophﬂiﬂcs ;s % have every rgias!m_;méggﬁ:;;’:' zlsglllsan‘;:‘.‘"'hem fo get life
“watching a slow. Aberfan — that heat-treating “is - ranc )
the eng%xlﬁng of a generation B0 UL ver they can get it, in this country. We know of noie \ lThe Department of Heaith said,
because we did- mot act in m')dD s, They shouid- be cases here of | infection o -fater in a statement: ““We have')
“time.”_he said. sald O M for Aids in the haemophiliacs from heat-; every reason to believe that heat-
#"'NF Jones said 76 per cent of ;:l'_‘n‘g Wy that vaccination vic-: treated blood. products.” . . Y treating is effective in this
- ) y : . N
his patients had proved oS- Gincyore compensated bY the A DHSS . spokesman, added - country. . g
tive to the antibodies test which 0 0 Cne b that compensation for haemo- We know of no cases here of
“shows whether a person Angs ‘Heat-treated Factor 8 was philiacs cxposed o the Aids "intection of haemophiliacs from
“Yeen in contact with the Alds e enitely to - blame. heat-treated blod products.”

Vimf{re than half of the 2,000 the Dutch ease, he said. A DHSS spokesman added that

af](n- .yirus was. ‘‘not being con-

One sidered at the moment.” e

" o " . . ¢ ion for haemophiliacs

o ae expused to the AIDS virus was

a “not being considered at the
moment.”

J—— — [ ———— o B

w
Lh'e
tes
ms
are
iny
ace

Infected needles lead to rapid

: spread of virus in Scotland

By Andrew Veitch,
Medical Correspondent,

éials, are ' considering  giving
drug “addicts clean syringes to
curb the ‘spread of Aids
through infected - needles, it
emerged yesterday.

The ° move  has been
prompted by the rapid spread
of the virus among, addicts -in
Scotland. A ‘police . clampdown
on syringes has led to the
growth of US-style ‘shooting
galleries” in Edinburgh, where
over half the addicts have no

been infected. . .

. One option; it is understood,
would be to operate a new-for-
old system: Addicts- would

-1 trade in syringes for new sup-

plies at authorised drug -cen-
tres. - This =~ scheme ready
operates in Amsterdam where

The government’s chief med-
jcal officer, Dr Donald Ach-
eson, yesterday promised
urgent action on the spread of
the Aids virus among Scottish
addicts. The department was
keeping ‘“an open mind" on
free syringes, he added.

The high prevalence of anti-
bodies to the Aids virus among
Scottish addicts, particularly in

being investigated urgently, he

biggest .conference on Aids,
which opened in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne yesterday.

There was an urgent need to
find out why so few addicts in
Amsterdam had been infected,
and so many had been infected
in Edinburgh and New York,

.| he said. .

Over 400 intravenous drug
addicts in Scotland have been
infected — half of them in
Edinburgh. All are potentiall
infectious, and” doctors es!:?i
mate that at least 50 will de-
-velop: Aids.

. Drug agency workers pointed
out at the conference that one
obvious  difference =~ between

Amsterdam and Edinburgh was
that " Dutch addicts have no
need to share syringes.

. “Shooting  galleries”  for
‘sharing needles appeared in
Edinburgh after police started
using syringes ‘as evidence to
convict -drug pedlars, they
said.

In England, addicts can buy

_I syringes over the counter from

Department - of Health offi- .

few addicts have been infected.,

Edinburgh and Dundee, was -

told 450 spécialists at Britain’s”

Addicts may get’
free syringes
{under Aids plan

chemists. “ Shooting galleries ”
on the ' Edinburgh and New
York scale do not exist. .

Mr Bill Nelles, of the drug

agency umbrella organisation, |-

Scoda, said: ‘* Addicts should
be able to bring old syringes
to a drug dependancy unit and
exchange them for new sy-
ringes. It is- indefensible - to
deny addicts the tools with
which they can reduce. their
risk of Alds. The virus is le-
thal—clean syringes are not."”
At.a “wildly optimistic esti-
mate,” about 1,000 out of Brit-
ain’s 20,000 -addicts have been
infected, Dr Philip Mortimer,
consultant _virologist
Public Health Laboratory Ser-
vice (PHLS) ‘told the confer-
ence. The numbers were going
sharply upwards, he said.

The Department of Health is
due ‘to launch a £2 million
Aids. information campaign
next month telling people how
to avoid catching the virus,
HTLV III, but ministers have
yet to agree on the wording of
newspaper advertisements.

Thirteen_blood donors have
been jdentified as carrying the
virus in mass blood tests
which started at transfusion
centres in October, the Social
Services Secretary, Mr Nerman
Fowler, said yesterday.

The figure — 0.002 per cent
of the 593,000 donors tested —
showed the incidence of infec-
tion was far lower than in the
US, said Dr Harold Gunson, of
Manchester, information coor-
dinator for the nation’s trans-
fusion centres.

More donors were needed to
help the drive towards self-suf-
ficiency in blood products such
as factor 8 for haemophiliacs,
Mr Fowler added.

Dr Mortimer. said that an es-
timated 20,000 people in the
UK had already been infected.
Another 20,000 would be in-
fected this year. That included
an estimated 60 people who
had received blood donations
hefore tests began.

Another 12 people developed
Aids last month, bringing the
total at the end of January to
287 cases and 144 deaths. Dr
Marian McEvoy, who heads the
national ~Aids  Surveillance
Team, - predicted there would
be 2,000 new cases in 1988,

_ There have been 2,000 cases
in Europe (France is worst af-
fected with 468) and 16,500 in
the United States. ..
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