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of blood fails 
to kill Aids virus I 

G HE Aids virus can apparently survive 
the heat treatment of commercial blood 

products used by haemophiliacs, Dr Peter
Jones, director of the northern haemophilia 
centre at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, 9
Newcastle upon Tyne,, said yesterday. 
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But be told conference. "On the scanty evidence we 

have it looks as if the 
virus can survive heat 

_ -- ._ treatment, It would be 

,♦ f\; misleading to guarantee 
PI 

2 ' 
~ '.100 per cent. safety: 

Dr Jones described it as
- r "devastating news.' 

iMr 

- - However the likelihood of .Le 
• patients dying from their bleed. Pon 

mg disorder still outweighed nee 

HOME 
their chances of contracting 

y
~F AIDS. I!̀ead 

JL 1 DR Jones told the conference ` is 
' in Newcastle, organised for •or-

health care workers and spots' tlm 
I co he D ; the 

Blood-clottfg agent is suspected of infection onec redabysei 
t HSS "There is 

ntheNetherl There an 
adult haemophiliac who was neg• ion 

i alive, but one year after being ertt 

2,000 haemophilics -'.
~rijr

bodies test ease 
as "There were also three known per 

e • 

w Aids risk
- j cases in America one possible 

face H, and two probable—of a negative aeon 
e n, to positiveswtkh. icon• 
ham; J' ; ; ~a_

a- Seven cases Irit-

By Andrew Veitch patients w  severe haemo- of the US cases was regarded >ds There have been seven eases ~ers 

Medical Correspondent philia were infected with the as a probable" 'The 'two of AIDS among haemophiliacs in to 

Two thousand men suffering aids virus helm e. heat.treated others were : possibles.Y tot the North of England five of i 'Oat

from Iiaemophilia face a new Factor 8 was introduced on a- ' Dr Tony -Pinching, - of St its wham were now dead, he said. i  

wide scale last year. Many are Mary's Hospital,; London,, said; And 78 per. ('ant of D 
!ire

r Jones ! 
threat from Aids from suppos• children. Eleven .men have de- . " It is rremature. to conclude patients had Proved positive to ' 
edly safe Pallor 8 imported - sin 

from the United States. it was veloped the disease and eight that heat treatment isn , to the antibodies teat- of 

disclosed yesterday. have died, Women rarely sot. tire. It would be wrong to be. u He added that at ype of cancer, f to-

All supplies of the for fram haemophilia. unduly alarmist at this stare." I mainly confined to homosexual ih-

bit colotting agent are now Sixty per cent of Factor 8 The patients might have been AIDS sufferers. had appeared in f ng 

but
eated to kill the virus, used in the UK is imported infected previously without p 

three haemophiliacs - suffering I Ic 

four men had been fn- from the US—the rest comes snowing a response. : from AIDS in America. 

fected after taking' what was free from the NIPS Blood'  The,  haemophiliac children-  
a "We are watching the unfold- t

thought to be a safe product, Products . Laboratory - in wh , had been infected faced 'a 
tog of a slow Aber(an because we a tut 

the Aids conference in New as- Elst  Government cuts mean bleak future of safe , rriagt t 
did not art in time to brio these s 

'a 
Ile upon Tyne was told that Britain wilt .not. N uyelf 

ntil andaparen
s 

tho d were at astakee people safe therapy,': he said. r 'k= 
yesterday. sufficient in Factor 8, th'Jones called for Govern. l

One patient lives in Holland, late 1988. said Dr Jones. t 

and the others are in the US, Biood.pfasma from as many Adults whovolunteered for i mcnt tFim pensalion for haemo- ut 

said Peter Jones, director of as 30,000 people may go to tineAids antibody test and phihacs infected by the AIDS 

Newcastle's Haemophilia Cen- make one unit of Factor 8- were found to have been in-i virus. 'We must bring help. to or 

lire and the conference n• 
 it became clear yesterday fected have bee 

evicted from .y these people whose family, 

organiser. that the NHS version is likely their homes. ostracised, and h social and sexual life has been is 

"  
-te 

Wethe 
can no'of 

heat-t re 
er gee fed t highero be ilia safetemperature for 

st : it is heated lost their jobs, said Professor ' 
heir p

led 
led. 

through no fault of , ant 

e safety of ated to a 
Michael ;Adler, the Aids l' 

Factor 8," he said. •'The news longer than the commercial specialist at the Middlesex ,,The problems facing the ns 
is devastating to us, our Pa- product. 

Hospital, London: .o haemophilic group are enor• 
bents and their families. The risks of being crippled "The Department of Health(- moos. It is now virtually impos. sn 

"Watching the _ advent of 
or killed s internal bleeding said later in'a statement;eIi t sibte for sham too et life of 

`aids in haemophiliacs is like 
mean that ha to t It liacs have have every reason eteeetlscr- assurance" 

g 
w 

-,watching a slow. Aberfan 
no chwhe hut to take  Factor ,8 that )teat-treating - "isl .effect  rape

.the engulfing of a generation 
from ucerever'they can get it, in this country. We khow'of she The Department of Health saidr `lie 

because we did - not act in , 
said Dr Jones. They should "he can here of infeetiofl beat'sin

eater 
in a 

 reason to believe that 
base
s e 

'Ccu 
ms 

`time.' he said. compensated for Aids m the haemophiliacs. - from h. + ry 

➢r Jones said 76 per cent of 
same way that vaccination sic treated -blood prod u etc" i 

count 
treating is effective in this/ one 

_his patients had proved Post- 
saps were compensated b the .A DHSS: spokesman, added -. iy 

nee Y 
yn

five to the antibodies test which Government. that compensation for haemo- , We know of no cases here of' 

shows whether a Person has hiliacs exposed to tin Aids inteetinn of haemophiliacs from 
're-

b een 1n contact with the Aids -Heat-treatedd nicely to 8 was a1- p 
lid 

virus 
most definitely to blame for virus was- •' not being. con- heat-treated blob products." 

More than halt of the 2,000 the Dutch case, he said. One'  node eel at the moment." a A DHSS spokesman added that 'be 
compensation for haemophiliacs

• _ _~ _ _. _ __ __. - ne exposed to the AIDS virus was ~ot 
— ' - - a. not being considered at the id 

moment." e-

Infected .needles lead to rapid 

spread of. virus in Scotland 

'Addicts máy get 
'free syringes. -
under Aids plan 

By Andrew veitch. chemists. "Shooting galleries" 
Medical Correspondent, on the Edinburgh and New 

York scale do not exist. . 
Department of Health oR'i- - Mr Bill Netles, of the drug 

cials are - considering giving agency umbrella organisation, 
drug -addicts clean syringes to Scoda, said : "Addicts should 

curb the 'spread of Aids be able to firingg old syringes 

through 
to a drug-dependancy unit and 

infected - needles, it exchange , them for new ay-
emerged yesterday. ringer. It is indefensible - to 

The ' - move lion born deny addicts the tools with 

prompted by the rapid spread which they can reduce. their 

of tilevirus among_ addicts -in risk of Aids. The virus is le.

Scotland. A police . clampdown that—clean syringes are not" 

on - syringes- has led to the At.a "wildly optimistic estl-
,growth of US style "shooting mate," about 1,000 out of Brit-
galleries" in Edinburgh. where ain's 20,000 addicts have been 
over half the addicts have now infected, or Philip Mortimer, 
been infected. • consultant virologist at the . 

One option, it is understood, Public Health Laboratory Ser-

would be to operate a new-for• vice (PJILS) told the confer-

old system: Addicts would once.. The numbers were going 

trade in syringes for new sup• sharply upwards, he said. 

plies at autherised drug cen. The Department of Health Is 
tree. - This - scheme already due -to launch a £2 million 
operates in Amsterdam where Aids, information campaign 
few addicts have been infected..-next month telling people how 

The government's chief med- to avoid . catching the virus, 

ical officer, Dr Donald Ach- HTLV lit, but ministers have 

eson, yesterday promised yet to agree on the wording of 

urgent action on the spread of newspatef advertisements. 

the Aids virus among Scottish Thirteen blood donors have 
addicts. The department was been identified as carrying the 
keeping "an open mind" on virus in. mass blood tests 
free syringes, he added- which started at transfusion 

The high -prevalence of anti- centres in October, the Social 

bodies to the Aids virus among Services Secretary, Mr Norman 

Scottish addicts, particularly In Fowler, said yesterday. 

Edinburgh and Dundee, was - The figure — 0.002 per cent 
being investigated urgently. he of the 593,000 donors tested — 
told 450 specialists at Britain's' showed the incidence of infec- 
biggest .conference on Aids, tion was far lower than in the 
which opened in Newcastle. US, said Dr Harold Gunson. of 
upon-Tyne yesterday. Manchester, information coor-

There was an urgent need to dinator for the nation's trans-
find out why so few addicts in fusion centres. 
Amsterdam had been infected, More donors were needed to 
and so many had been infected help the drive towards Eels-suf-
in Edinburgh and - New York, fi ciency in blood products such 
he said. as factor 8 for haemophiliacs, 
Over 400 intravenous drug Mr Fowler added. 

addicts in Scotland have been Dr Mortimer. said that an es-
infected — half of them in timated 20,000 people in the 
Edinburgh. All are potentially UK bad already been Infected. 
infectious, and doctors es - Another 20,000 would be In' 
mate that at least 50 will de. fected this year. That included 
velop - Aids. an estimated 60 people who 

Drug agency workers pointed had received blood donations 
out at the conference that one before tests began. 
obvious difference " between Another 12 people developed 
Amsterdam and Edinburgh was Aids last month, bringing the 
that ' Dutch addicts have no total at the end of January to 
need to share syringes. 287 cases and 144 deaths. Dr 

"Shooting galleries" for li tariant McEvoy, who heads the 
sharing needles appeared in national Aids Surveillance 
Ed inburglr after police started 'Team, - predicted there would 
using syringes 'as evidence to be 2,000 new cases In 1988. 
convict -drug pedlars, they, There have been 2,000 cases 
said, in Europe (France is worst ad-

In England, addicts can buy fected with 468) and 18,500 in 
syringes over the counter from the United States. . . 
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