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HEGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS MEETING

MINUTES OF THE 176th MEETING EELD ON WEDNESDAY 3 OCTOBER 1979 IN ROOM 30
DEPARTMENT OF EEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY, HANI\EBAL HOUSE, ELEPHANT AND CASTLE

LONION SElL
i . Predent: ~ Chairman B v
‘ \veputy) :
Regional Transfusion Directors

Blood Group Reference Laboratdry
Blood":i?roducts Laboi‘htery. CedSete

pu Tar National Medical Dix®ctor; Scottish National
s Blood .Fransfusion Sexrvice
e . Scottish Home and Health Department
e Cen S ‘Scottidh National B¥6od Transfusion Service
Chadl T wr Northern Ireland Bletd Transfusion Service
CES e : T Army leod“"Suppiyzf)’ebb-t; »Aldézishot
i s .. © North Fast Thames’ B.egional Héalth futhority (Part):
7o DESS (Part
e DESS (Part
DESS (Part
S : DHSS )
DESS (Part)
U o DESS oo
DESS ’ o i
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE e o
Apologieg were received from | . and
who had taken over the Department from e T
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING CF 27 JUNE 1979 . ' T
Thege were agreed.
1
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3¢ 2 PREV‘E!\I’I'ION oFr HAEMOLYTIC DISEASE OF THE N’EW BORN

i. Report from the Joint Sub-Committee on Prevention of HDN

reported that at the last meeting of the Joint Sub-~-Committee
it had bveen agreed that with the exception of the triale being undertaken
S at Lewishem and in the Leeds Region, anti-D immunoglobulin should not normally
- be administered antens'bally toc Hh negative pregnant women., Instead there
@AW" bu should be a "tidyingbup operatmn to engure that all Hh pegative mothers at
risk of giving birth to an Bh poaitive, ‘baby were given anti~D post-natally.
A working party was now considering the best means of putting this into T
practice,

ii. Dra.ft Group Card i‘cr Rhesus Women

reported that hé had drafted a card vhich was now being consxdered N
be the- working party. :

and wvho are members of a working group on the supply
: : of anti~D said that their group had had discuasions about the requirements
{ S for and availability of anti-D and Regional Transfusion Directors were
- assured that they would be kept informed of the aupply positicn.

b SINGLE DONOR PACK. S‘I’UI)Y- GROU’P - ORAL REH’ORT FROM DR R S LANS

reported that the" g:roup had” recently had a fturther meeting witb _
Travenol and would shortly be discuseing a firal template design for.a
pack. A single pack would bé ready for field:trials in February 1980. Thec ..
Steering Group would set these in train and afterwards preaen‘t; a full report.
to Directors. . ) §

- No date had yet been fixed for the int:mduc‘cion of the pack hecause aevere.l
T major matters, J.ncluﬁing pricing, had 8till to-be discussed with: Travenol, @
R stressed the need for Supply Division to be kept in touch because
o they had to enmsure the supply of 5 litre frozen pla.sma collec‘tion pa.cks prior 3
to the i.ntroduction of the new pack. o,
‘asked about Travenol's rights (eg rega:rdlng patentu ) in view
of the fact that other mamufacturers were about to be approved as suppliers
of donor packs (see paragraph da). .. paid that while Travenol would -
doubtless take out: copyrigh't type patents, it'wasropen to any manufacturer
to put forward a propesal for a pack, and he suggested that Supply Division
should refer any interested manufacturer to hm fd:: details of the requiremen‘t
c. DEVELOPMEN'“S IN THE MANAGWT OF THE CEN’I‘R&L LABORATORTES =-
ORAL REPORT BY THE DEPARTMENT

<ow expla.med that it was likely that the North West Thames Regional

Health Authority would not want to continue indefinitely to manage the centra
laboratories and alternative management arrangements may have to be considere:
. The recommendations of the Royal Commission on the NHS would have to be borme
in mind when deciding 'the future management .of .the laboratories.
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" RECRUITMENT OF XTDNEY DONORS - ORAL REPORT BY THE DEPAR'IE&ENT

At “the request of Regional Transfusion Directors, Regicnal Donor Organisers
bad digcussed the question whether there cught to be greater involvement..,
by Centres in the recruitment of kidney donors. Donor Organisers ag::ged
that they would prefer to have a passive rather than an active role ie they
would display posters and ‘kidney donor cards at blood collecting sessions.
and- in their caravans, but did not wish actively to encourage blood donors
to sign kidney donor cards.

e. . SMQUALITY CONTROL

" The -Chairman reminded D:Lectors that they bad undertaken to supply :
with 400 litres of serum per annum. Eowever after. 8 mo_nt_hs

only 85 1itres had been sent to Birmingham, and he wondered wha.‘h pmblema
Directors bad encountered.

Directors erplained that one of the reasons for the shorifall in the gupply
~of serum was a Yack of appropriate labels, but these had now been received and |
Regional Transfusion Diredtors would attempt to meet the antual target, .. - .. .
provided suitable donors were available. The dearth of suitable donors would o
“be discussed by the Regiodal groups at their next meeting and if it still.
nraved difficult for Centres to collect the required amount of serum then
......... would have to'be told in December: that regrettably .the

NBTS was u:nable to meet. ‘ivsitarget. ‘kindly offered the Ax:my'
services ‘in helpmg to coliect serum from donors attending ABSD sess;ona. T

e

SUFPLY MATTERS | o ’

a. (1) .Blood bags appro:*i.al scheme
(.x.i) Advi’sory group on equipment used in connection with bleed and .
© . bloed producis. X
and speaking. to-Departmental paper B.‘I‘D(’!9)l?_ .
'expla.ined thi‘t the Advisory Group, which wag in the process of being..set Aap,
would have aﬁegional hanefusion D:.rector as Chairman and other Directors
would be memhers.

Firms which alréady had a/licence under the Medicines Act would antomatically
be. included 'in.the first published Approved Ligt; BIOTEST would be :anluﬁed
in- this list as they had been licented: since April 1979. - . :

b.. Frozen Blood

sﬁggea‘bed that there was a need for a common system for handling

frozen blood’ especially in the washing and packing. The Chairman though'b
there was a need for a working up to consider the NBTS! future requirements
for frozen blood. It was agreed, those Directors who were moa‘t concerped with
‘the contimued production of frozen blood { .-

. and’ ) should meet under .chai:rmanship at
the Army"s Blood Supply Depot, Aldershot te discuss what the future
requirements for frozen blood were likely to be and how these could best be med

PRSE0002079_0003



i

Il

DHF.002.8112

:5¢ - BLOOD TRANSFUSION COMFUTING PROJECT - REPORT BY A

the Begional Computer Services QOfficer for Norih Bast Thames said that

.follow:l.ng a feasibility study on the use of computers in the NETS which had been

sent %o all Directors about 9 months a2go, Directors had received user systems
specification, and it had now to be decided whether a computer project for the

. NBTS .should be taken any further. ._ considered there Were many reasons

why the }IBTS needed a computer system - eg it would help toward safer blood
transms:.on, mislabelling of donation packs could be eliminated and a computex

_ gystem woul& help the NBTS in its increasing work. There would pro'nably a.lso -‘be
_some cqs'l'. benefita.  For example, building a compuier room and .equzppmg it wzth

a l}uplex computer aystem plus a number of terminals would cost“£293,000.  In:"
addition 't.here were: annual revenue costs of £26,500, but 1t was'talculated- fhat .
there wonld be:. anmial revenue savings of £72,300.  There would bé d-basie &éémputer

: . system to gtart with and further systems would be hooked on-as developed.  Centres

could ﬂlso bé linked up with the blood p:.-oducts laboratory-at Elstree,

An all.embracing. computer system which would be tailored for inlividual regions' A

‘needs would be much, ¢heaper than 14 or 15 individual systems, and: buik purchaae*
. contracts for hardware and sof’cware would mean significant: discoun’ca. -

said that the Department wag prepared to consider inves‘t;ing more money
in a continued studyLnI a computer project provided that Directors accepteci ’sba‘t
there was a i’uture for a computer system i.n the NBTS. :

Directors agreed .n-principle- thatithere wes a heed for such a, sys‘tem, but:"_’cﬁa‘t -

_various, problems,iiike language and the type of- computer-to. be- “ased; - wouldahave e

tg; ‘na z:esolved firsgs-. ~agreed to discuss the question-of language and
computm: type with :his fellow -Regional Computer Se*vices Officers as soon g&~""
pogaible.

6. REPORTS FROM REGIONAL GROUP CEATRMEN

3. group discussed the report of the Trends Working Party, and the. - -
us agwe-,oﬂ blood producta and synthetic blood expanders. The g¥onp had agreed - that
should be;‘their representative o Coxmnn.*&tee to- studﬁr’the e

mp’licationa for Regional Transfusion Centres of the Howie Code of Practicest sy

b. 1 group discussing computing in the NBTS concluded that thisg wa.e

.an esaent;al future development. The group also discussed the Howie Code of

Practice -and conclnded that nomally NBTS 1aborator1és would not be affectéd
by it.

Lo group had conaidered many of the subjects under diacussion at the
meeting and he would report his group g8 views as the ifems arose. ed

... The Chairman raised the question of whether Regions -should becote self—eup'oorting

in the supply of blood producis ie each Region should-receive from the blood

.. products-laboratory blood products in relation to the amount’ of iplasma it sent to

be fractiona‘hed. Begional groupa of Directors had already indicated their broad

,_a.g’reemen’t to ‘thls proposal and a date had now to be fixed for & meeting with -

Representatives of Regional Heal'th Authorities (mcluding Treasurers) to diacuss
the proposal further,
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Directors. accepted :the .suggestion.that wnere .a.patient from one Begion attended.~. . .

< a haemophilia centre infanothexr it should be the responsibility of the patieni's =

.bome Hegion to ensure.that sufficient plaamzi wag collected. :bo cover the patient._"s

treatment in the other ‘Region.

reported that some study groups were 'advising against transfusion of: -~
.plasma protein fraction to some patients with oligaemic shock and that slready in
Scotland usage of HFFF was showing some signs of decreasing Be nndertook to

circularise suitable references to Direc‘tors. .

"7.  NATIONAL momcm TESTING TN BLOOD CAOUP SEROLOGY - ORAL REPORT
BY . v

- reported .that 4 groups funded—by-ithe-—bepariment-inciuding
Steering Committee.~:were examining -the quality  of proficiency testing.
“the results had been:ddsturbing and:

reasons for some labordtories' poor perfomances should be. examined. It

wpecessary to. issue::guifelines or altema'tively Regional Ehansfusion I}iz'ectora“*'

could “police" the scheme.,

said. that-bhis.group - had digcussed 'hh:.a matier and had concluded thatdt .
‘was ajppropriate for BEegional. Transfusion Directors to take on the monitoring:
o of preficiency- testing.cand:to ‘dimcover why: errors were being made. - Directors:

agreed that they were best equipped to take on ~the  task.

PO

———

Some worf

. Committee considered that thestis

might-te

It was decided that ! should let Directors know reg'ularly howtheir

regional laboratories were performing.

asked what the Department's views were on proficiency testing and

whether it would provide extra funding for theitesting.
vould discuss the matten,wrthm the Depa:rtmen'h -andlet Di.rectors now.

'8, . POSSIBIE EAZAFDS OF LONG-TERM. PLASMAPEERESTS - BTD(79)10 .

- . said that hex: -

o R
B ¢ 148

reported that a;regular .plasmapheresis;donor in the Birmingham Regiom. uzi .
with & high titre ante-D; was recently found to be suffering from & malignant -+
lymphoma. Purther investigations were in hand to discover whether the condition
was one of chronic lymphatic leukaemia or a'differentiated.form of lymphocytic

. lymphoma. had- been unable to discover any other known case where @

.malignant lymphoma had been associated with plasmapheresis.

Directors were also unaware of any:such cases. . reminded Directors .
. that it has been agreed that any cases where plasmapheresis donors had contracted -
. a.disease or illness should be reported to-him. BHe would also require a regular

return of the total numbers of donors who had been boosted so that the number of -
people who were found to have contracted an illness or disease could be related

. to this figure.

.9,  RETENTION OF USED DONOR PACKS - RTD(79)31

Directors agreed that the retention of all-used donor bags for 24 hours

post-transfusion for medical-legal reasons presented considerable practical
difficulties and that since any sexrious transfusion reaction was likely %o become
manifest during the course of the transfusion this recommendation need no longer

be regarded as mandatory.
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_;: WOREDNG PARTY -T0* SUPERVISE THE INTRODUCTION OF m;CEINE READABLE e
st LABELS -~ REPORT BY RTD(79)1% = ¥k

w - gaid that the.report of the Working Party was & .preliminary-one and .
, mach has yet io be coneidered. Proposals put forward in the report had yet *ho
be tried out in the field and experience had to be geined in using the labels
. before final recommendations could be made. Directors agreed that the interim.
report could be published. ’ ’

11. a. Hepatitis Testing - ' i

,.:a8 Chairman of the Advisory Group on the Tesgting for the :Presence.of .
‘Eepatitis B Surface“Antigen and its Antibody, said thai:ihe Group was concerned ..
.about the incidence:of post-transfusion jaundice., The-Group was. psx:tlculaxly
anxious to..receive from>Regions details of patients’ suffering from Non-Aand - wl
. Hon~B hepatitis and.wolld sppreciate receiving samplés-of:serum from these pa‘hlents.
e remipnded Directors of “the contimed need- to° :eport all ‘Cases. of pos (o
transfusion hepatitiss. " ;

‘b.  Ampins- A

e Divectorsiavere most concerned at the way in which the!DeparimentesMedicines «wn. .«
Division‘at’ very short notice asked all Centres to cease using .ampdns.
expressed: regret at. the short notice which Directore had-received:but explained -
that Medicimes Division appeared toc. bave little choice in! certain rcircumstances |
“put to take such decisions. at very short notice. " - s SR e

c. Antl-'l‘eta.nus glo'bulm S _-__‘.'  T

R Jhrectors aexre wcrmeﬁ cthat-although they had been told that. supplies of the
e nmnunoglohml'in would be:distributed no supplies had yes: heen :r:ece.wed et r;i. -

: expla.med that. the Departwent had first to issue- ind..ca't:mns for use-of-
- ¢ 4he immmoglobulin and-he woulé need to know how it woulﬁ "ne usecb. ~Be vas meet:mg
Dr Smithies shortly to discuss these points. - .

d. Pogt-Rubella Veccinstion CmaT
———— .wag worried ':tﬁhat although the memorandum on the medical. care of Donors

adviged that blood could be donated 3 weeks to a month af'ter such vaccination-
he had recently had a case where rubella virus was present in the doncr'!s urine -

3 monthg after vaccination. wondered whether the period .of non—docnation
ought to be extended. | It was agreed that vould comsult with an
expert and report to Directors at their next meeting. e Loro v e
e. ' Electrolyiic Removal of Hair G ConeruTn

Regional Group wondered whether the process of removal of hair by
electrolysis ought to be treated in the same way as acupuncture as far as blood .
donation was concerned. The meeting agreed, however, that questioning donors
about this routinely might give rise to considerable embarrassment and since there
is no evidence of a link between this procedure and post-transfusion hepatitis
the matter could be left as it is. K
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f. Use of oi‘ local anaesthetic m . I PRI S
asked that. Directors of Gentres ueing guns should advise o

at Colirndale.who. was investigating their use. It was reported that certain .:-

gune have been condemmed in the USA and undertook to obtain further. . .~

details and report tc the next meeting, an v S

12,  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was zgreed that the next meeting should take place on 12 December dn
Sheffield-and would be followed by a dinner for those Du'ec'tozs whovere

retiring.

ﬁhe evening of 12 December . has:since proved .noi tc be convenient:.¥o all retiri
Directorss ‘' The dinmer-will therefore/now be held in Sheffield.ionill. December.

DESS
October 1979
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