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REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS' MEETING

" Minutes of the 145th meeting held on Wednesday 10 January 1973
at 1l.45 pm in Room 1114, Department of Health and
Buston Tower, 286 Buston Road, London, NW1l 3IN
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Colonel T E Field

Dr S L Waiter
Dr M A Buttolph

"Mr W A Walters

1

¥rs R A Tunmard
Mr R H Hanson

Apologies for absence were received from Dr Macdonald.

1. CONFIEMATION OF MINUTES

Nl el A ! o S Saa? S S o S o

Social Security,

in the Chair

Regional Transfuai.on Directors

Blood Group Reference Iaboratory

Scottish National Blood
Transfusion Association

Northern Ireland Bleod
Transfusion Service

Department of Health and Social

.The minutes of the meeting held on 25 Octeober 1972 were conﬁ.i-med subject to
the following changes:- ,
;-0 PAGE 3 2nd & 3gd liées = After discussion it was ag:reed- that the sentexnce
"The meeting ceceeceee éré_ded E" should be re-
"The meeting considered that many drivers

could b§ graded E if attention were given to
arranging the scope of their duties."
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PAGE 12 3rd line  after "per cent" insert "per annum"

"

U, 1st para. o
lines 7,8 & 9 Amend to read: "These nurse blood collectors were paid
) ~ as staff nurses with a responsibility allowance of £60 ‘ vl

p.a. ; the Head Nurse of RIC Bristol was paid as a .
Senior Ward Sister. S

. MATTERS ARISING

- &, PROVISION OF PLASMA OR SERUM TO BE USED AS A BIOCHEMICAL CONTROL REAGENT

There were no developments to report. o

b. TRANSPORT ACT 1968 - APPLICATION TO NBTS o

Mr Wa.ltgrs sald that Legal Branch were still considering Dr Bowley's letter, -
which contained helpful interpretations of the application of this Act to
NBTS. Refemns to Dr Rogers' letter of 22 August 1972, relating to the
weight of . vehiclea, Mr Walters said that the upper limit of weight of
vehicles classified as "dual purpose vehicles" was 2 tons. Goods vehicles
over 3% tons pl_a.i_:ed weight or over 30 owt unladen weight were classified as

."heavy goods vehiclea". [ Dual purpose vehicles, and vehicles of 3% tons

plated weight or under or 30 owt unladen weight or under are classified as
light goods vehicles. ./ Dr L A D Tovey said that the Leeds REB paid for

the training of drivers of heavy goods vehicles and for one driving test;

the Sheffield RHB paid for two tests.

¢. ACTION UNDER THE MEDICINES ACT 1968
There were no developments to report.

d. NOTES ON TRANSFUSION ,
Dr Maycock reported that the text prégé.rad for the printers was not "clean"
enough to be acceptable, The text‘was being retyped at RTC Newcastle and
would be sent to the printers immediately it was received.

3. MEDICAL STAFF IN RTCs. oo
_ CONSULTANT ESTABLISHMENT It was agreed that the original working party
formed to consider the conaultant eatabliahment of RTCs., which had met
only once, should be reconstituted. The following were nominated to

L
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serve on it:- _ ‘ _

‘ - Ir G H'Tovey, Dr lurz;ay, Dr Stratton and Dr CIeg‘ho'm.A

" Dr Meycock said ke would &rrange a meoting as soon as posaible.
Dr Lewis undertook to ask Dr llaedanald to arrange Scottiah |

e 1y

representation, .
PART-TIME MEDICAL OFFICERS. Dr Maycoek said sinmce the last meeting
" Dr Elizsbeth Shore had intomed hin tha.t after April 1971; medical sta.f‘r:
: up to aml including registma 'ould be uployed by Area Health , . '
‘ Authorities. It, therefore, seemed probable that RTCs. praviding they
) A - _ o were not administered by Am‘s rould be able to employ AHA modieal
o | staff part-tine for collesting blood. |
f. GROUPAMATIC BLOOD GROUPING mnms \
Dr Buttolph said that the case for puz-chasmg one of these machinaea had
" been put to the Development Steering Committee. ‘ '
3 THE NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE IN THE REVISED MﬂOML HEALTH
. SERVICE =
" Dr Mayoock reported that the Standing Nedical Aﬂnaory Comittee had
_'ancussea the future organization of the NBIS at its meeti.ng on the 9 January,
» : It had roccmended that a committee should be formed to oonaider thlg matter,
o g sum.rmms AT
T sxsmaxcmcn OF PHTHALATES IN PVC Fonxumzous
| Two papers were before the meeting

m'n(75)1. Memorandun by THSS Scientific end Technical Branch (sTBY)
"Phthalate Plastioizera in PVC Blood Packs."

RTD(73)2. Photostat copy of "Migration of & phthalate plasticizer |
from polyvinyl chloride blood bags into stored human blood and its |
localization in himan tissues.® R J Jaeger a.nd RJ Rubin, New. Eng
J.Med.1972-287-111;,

3.
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Mr Hanson reviewed the position regarding Phthalate plasticizers. These hed

received considersble publicity following the article by Jaeger and Rubin

which hed been summariszed in "The Times* 7 December 1972 and thidﬁ’vééi%he

subaect of an a.nnotation in the Lanocet 1973-1-28. IR
Mr Ha.naon i.nfomed the meeting that mss and Govermment Cheniist had carried
out during tlw past two years a series of experimentz on the passage or
d1-2~ethyl hexyl phthalate (mmp) from plastic used for tra.nafua:.on -
equipmant into plasma, and were considering alterna.tiu plaaticizera ahoud
it be deca.ded that DEHP should aot be usod. It wds pointed out that Jaeger
and Rubin thenselvea did no mro tﬁan auggest tha.t pls.stic fomulations that
do not contributo azv axtmctablo materiala to blood or its fractions be
&eveloped" end tha.t these authors said that fhero is no docmnted evidence

: or hamful effects induced in patients who had been transfused or. undergone
operat:.ons with cardiac pulmonary bypass using PVC cquipnent containing
phthalato phaticizar, although phthalate plasticizer bad been found in the

tissues of some of these patients.

It was also pointed out that plastic equipment coi:taining phthalate
Plasticizer had been used in many éouﬁfriés ’ pé.i'ticulaxly USA and Canada for
about 20 years without any harmful effects being associated with it and that
IEHP 1s apparently metebolized and excreted. Certain eategori;a of .d.on'ors

~ and patiénts were more exposed than others, oé;' h;aemophiliac; who were
treated regularly with cryoprecipitate prepared in plastic equipment and
donors bled by plampheresis » for which plastic equipment was used. Two

centres now used plastic equipment exclusively and othez-u planned to do so.,

Although the Direetors now had suffiecieht information to answer any questions
put to them, they expressed some concern at the general effects the Lancst
_anmtatzon might have. Dr Maycock said that the Department was considering
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whether & reply should be sent to the Lancet.

Dr Maycock said that the Do;par'hnont was ful]y aware of the di.fflculties that

, woul& arise if it were docidod ths.t DEHP should mot be used, and pointed out”

that the use of phthala.tes was. by no means comnfined to trmsfuaion oquipment. '
mmormmmnm.mcmmmmex ' e bl Lo

‘ l(r Ha.naon said that the - trial ot this device made to the design ‘6f the
_ Sub-comittoa on the Redcaign or the Plastic Givins Set was behind schedule.

Rephes (150 in @l1) had been raeuved from Cambridge, Brentwooa Edgware,
Ediaburgh a.nd Inverness, A nmn‘aer ot oomplaints had been maae but he felt |
oonfzdent that if sets were used in the proper manner, this would not ariao.
Replies were awaited from Ncwca;tle, Leeds ’ Shefﬁeld Tooting, llanchester,
Birmingham, Liverpool and Belfast. Dr LA D Tovoy hoped to rep]qr aoon. It
was stated that the manufacturers could not be prevented from putting th.'m
dsvice or the other new all-plastic device recently distributed by Travenol
on to the market if they wished to do so. It vas, therefore, desirable to

complete the trial as soon as possible so that the DHSS could present the "
resulta to the na.kera. _ ‘ , GL

b
ERAS

The meeting a.greed that repliea should be submitted by the end of February

and that the trial would then cease. ' ‘ '53773‘:

In reply to a. questlon by Dr Lehane, Mr Hanson said that there had been no-

vcomplaints of “coring" of rubber closures so fa.r. He thought coring would -

not oceur if the piercing device were inserted without twisting. -

c. TRANSFUSION SETS - AVON MEDICAL.

Dr Rogers reported that the drip chamber on some of these sets was’
msufﬁc:.ently translucent making it difficult to observe fluid flow.
Supply Division was aware of this defect which was due to an extrusion
problem with the grade of PVC used. A recently agreed change in formulation
of the PVC should solve the problem.

5
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d. SECOND MEETING OF BLOOD AND BLOOD FROIUCTS SUB-COMMITTEE

Copies of the minutea of the second meeting were tabled.

e. METHOD OF nls:rmurmc cmm sms S LT e .

The change-over in the methoa of diatributing blood 5iving sets was’ diacuaaed |

RTC» ahould continue to hold atocks untxl the end of March, They should - |

contmue isauins until their stock;s ;are exhausted after which- hospitala vould,.

be aupplied by Central Stores. lra Tunna.rd asked RTDs to notify her of the SRR
date 11hen auppliea to RTC; trom manufacturera should be stoppad. M‘Ca that |
receive ordera from hospita.la a.fter their stocks are exhausted’ 'should return

't:han tc hospitalc a.nd tell them to aond thcn to HSBke, Supply Diviaion in '

acecrdsnce 'ith instructlona to be inued Hra Tunnara said Supply Divi;ion .

would ask hospitals for monthly orders and would send out # “Dear Secretary"- |

le‘ter and an HSPG page with copiea to Regional Supplies Oﬂ‘icérs, SAMOs. , v =

ete. (DS (Supply) 5/73 has now been inued) SN » o It
f. METHEIRINE SUPPLIES B IE <
Dr Maycock said he had received an enquiry from one RTC regarding supplies - -

of metheérine, previously included in the resuscitation kit carried by blood *
coll‘ecting teams. He informed the meeting that Methedrine was still available

through hospltal pharmacies, although it could no longer be generally. TR
prescribed. Thigi'\;{mcédure iag outlined in CMO letter of 18 October 1968

sent to gene;-al pfégjtitioners-. o T S

brLAD Tov;sy 'aa:id‘ his teams carried lethadri;ne in a special lockable"

container. Dr Cleghorn had adopted the use of Methoxamine Hydrochloride

(trade name Vasoxine or Vasylox)

g. AMPINS

It had been reportéd by several RTDs that one of the senior members of the

firm of Bell & Co. which supplied Ampins had recently transferred to another

coﬁpany, and éntered into correspohdence with RTDs regarding present and

future arrangements for supplying Ampins., There was now some confusion
regarding the source of supplies and payment of bills.,

L ]
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* Mrs Tunnsrd advised RTDs to apply to Regional Supplies Ofﬁeers if they were
havi.ng diﬁ‘iculty. She undertook to emina again the poaaibllity of tind.ing
. another maker, but as Anpim ure appa.rently patented thi: m.ght be |

unsuoeessrul

«»

r straiton mentkoned the possible use of plaetie aaoheta ror local
anaéstho'tica. It 'aa pointed out that previoua atteapta to o'btain such a
e davice had failed because of technical diffieulties and. ‘the pmbable high

cost. Ampins now cost 245p mh vhieh was less than the coat ot‘ a sachet

- . eatmated some yea.rs ago.

. Mrs Tunnard also undertock to consiaer a central contraot for Ampins since
they were used exclusively in all: R!c: except Newcaatle end Sheffie1d~ at

were
RIC Edgware they uaed for 50 per cent of locel ansesthetic maect:.ons.

“h. ABEL MORRALL TAKING NEDLE
Ir Murrsy reported that medieal stu‘f complained about the ‘bluntnesa of
needles supplied to Newcastle by Abel l!orrall some batches were accepteble,

but ‘on the whole they were poor. It waa decided to refer this matter to
the Blood and Blood Pmducta Equipment Sub-Comittee.

i. NEEDLE SHARPENERS B

Dr Bowley reported that he coulg not recrua.t needle sharpenera at the

present rate of pay, It was agreed ‘that he sbould write to Dr lﬂaycock
5. AUSTRALTA (tmmmn:zs-assocumn) ANTIGEN
ESTING OF DONATIONS

It vas reported that all RTCs were now teating all donat:.ons for Au ;ntiéen
and antibody. '

RTC hetcastle had reached the state of testing all donations on 6 Nov.1972.
RTC Oxford on 6 Nov.1972 (antigen on.ly) and RTC Cembridge en 4 Dec.1972,
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Dr Maycock reported that although BPL had been testing all plasma received at

' BPL since November 1971, some-of the dried plesma in Central Store had not: -

" been tested., He would 'rite to . Dz.reotora about arrangements for teating thia o
plasma. - .. S o L

b. ANTI-AU DOMUNOGLOBULIN

: :br, Maycock asked that eny plesme ‘conteining anti-Au antibody,’ not needed

) locally for'testing, Qhould be sent to BFL to be used for preparing anti-ii -~ ~ -

;5-,immunoglobu1:ln. Donors with antibody ahonld e :mvited to: .undergo plasma-, -

\_-wpheresiz. . . - - - diasn -

Ir Ka,ycock informed the meeting the trial of anti-Au immunoglobulin being

- errenged by ar MBC Working Party had not yet 'bag\mA and in reply to a question

- fmmDrllm'ray seid that en acoident wes at present defined as. (1) the®

penetration, on the ak:'.n by an object known to be conteminated with a- 'body b

. fluid vh:.ch was Au—positivo within the previous four weeks or- (2) mauive
sciling cf ‘the body surface with Au positive 'body fluid. This definition 7 . "
might be elaborated. Dr Murrey referred to the letter CMO 25/72, dated:

7 Dec.1972. (Thia letter does not supersede HM(72)33 which is specifically
referred to.) ‘ s ) EEe ool
c. RESULTS OF TESTING OF DONATIONS B

- Dr )lé;s}cbck féported that‘ mdnthly resﬁlts b.aa not been'receivea"from‘cé’}diff‘ o
Br:.atol llancheeter a.nd szerpool. Ho hoyeﬁ to smarize thesc reoulta for .
the next meeting.

d. RECORDING OF RESULTS - HEDICO—LEGAI. SIGEIFICANCE -

. An RTD hed recently aaked whether it was necassary tc record both:positive and’
negatzve results of Au antigen and antibody tests on NB'.l‘S 101, Th:.a queatlon :
had been referred to Leg&l mv:.alon. Thelr reply indioated that it night
proVe advantageous to record results on NBTS 101. It would, therefore » seam

wisé to do s0.- Ccpiaa of relevant aocuments are attachad foz- infomtion -

mn(?})u and RTD(73)5.
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- 40 POSTTIVE DONORS WED DO NOT REFLY 0 LETTERS L SR
o Darn'borough asked for guidance about the action that should 'be teken when
" an Au positive donor failed o reply to letters informing hinm' that he was
Au poaitive, tha't he should no longer act as a donor and aaking for pemianon
to refer him to his GP. o . ‘ o

£
After diacuaaion it was agreed thet Dr Du-n’bomugh ahould ask HOH Cambndge
whethar his department oould assist in any 'ay_ and that-lt «Wq.ltera rould

~consult GRO.

6. QUALITY CONTROL -

(" A paper (RTD(72)7) "Quality contml as applied to blood group serology" 'by
| Dr Goldsmith was before the meeting.

. Dr Maycock :Lnfomed the meeting that in 1972 a Working Party hAd. recommended that

-@ National Quality Control Centre for Pathology Leboratories should be establiahea.

. This proposal had been discussed at an office meeting in July 1972 by the
COnsultant Advisers concerned. At this meeting it beceme cleai: that NBTS was
assumed to be operating a quality oontrol scheme and was, there?ore, self-
sufficient. Following this meeting Dr Maycock had asked Dr Goldmith to prepare
the paper MD(72)7 and had discussed the problem with some RTD.-.. . These enquiries
showed that the 'control work' dome by BTCs, varied from' aupply:.ng weekly sets
of reasgents to confirming the groups of red sell donors :l.n patholog laboratories.
There were two aspects of the problon- (a) quality control or prof;eiency teztmg
in thioh laboratories volunteer to examine wnknown specimens and ‘send their
results_ to a central leboratory; (b) the provia:on of known aerological 'rea.genta"
such as those provided by RTC Bristol (RTD(73)6 attached), |

Af'ter diacuulon it was agreed that the matter should be referred to the Working
Pa.rty to Advise on the Control and Cert:.ﬁcation of Blood Gronping Reagents on
bebalf of the British Committee of Standards for Haematology, Chairman

9.
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Dr Goldsmith and that Dr Buttolph would draw up terms of reference. -It was -

also ggreea th;a.t the Working Paity should eo-opt @&ditional~nomberh'-‘ :Lfi\ne’c‘ad'od. V

The terms of reference proposed are:~ — : KRR A S b,
"To advise the Department whether or not it:.s desirable t'oi'"providefa |
scheme of prof;cioncy aueament of blood group serology work in -
hospital laboratoriea end, if. :80, hol this might beat be dona.

‘7 ANTI-—‘D nmunosmm G A S

It was reportod that the SMAC Joint Sub-Committee on Prevontmon of B&dmol:tio
Disease of the Netbom, at its lest meeting, had copsid.ered reports couparing
the anount; of anti-D immunoglobulin®(50 ug dose) énd the numbers of cases
treated in approved places. There were certain discrepancies and the Sub- |
Committee had, therefore , recommended tha.tgnimilq;"{;lnfom#tion should be
qolle’gted.‘ againduring the period Jenuary to June-1973. The BTDs concerned
agreed that the form of return used in the last sﬁ;‘vey was ‘a,ccepta'ble.
br H&ycop}:jx}_::’tdertook to write to them, = ’ Sepit?
8. WEDGWOOD FLATES FOR 100 DONATIONS
Er Welters reported that in one region thé»plafqa:wero not -considexfad a
‘ zufficii_eqfl_y good award m& it had been suggested that the donor's name should
be fired on to the plate. As Messrs. Wedgwood had ;said that individual names
_couldl.x;;tr be ‘_rir;ed on, X falter; ‘asked whether ifgbgi.éono;"s name ghould perhsps
be ahoin on the froaontafi’on bb:::,
After discussion the meeting agrsed that
&, Certificates similar to those presented by BTC Sheffield o donors who
had given 50 or 100 donatié_ns would be used at all centres. The meeting
accepted the offer 91’ RIC Shet‘fieléj to proﬁdc certificates until a
netionsl design was approved. Mr W‘alter_a'mdertook to obtain specimen
| designs. }
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b. Mr Walters undertook to discuss with Messrs. Weagwood the incorporation
of "100 donations" tmd "NBTS" on the ph’ts.
c. Dr Bogers and Dr Cleghorn agreed to canvas. the donors' opinion’ of the’
plate. " ‘
d. Nr Walters would arrange for a lotter to be sent to Cm‘cres aaking for
the numbers of Wedgwood plates held before ordering more. S
9. TELEX.SYSTRM - e e
Ir Maycock asked RTDs to consider vhether the use of Telex would be “of arw _
advantage to RTCB. Commication betveen centres would be f&cilitatea a.nd

gy

corx‘espondence rith auppliera and other firms ocould, theorotical]y, be rcduced.

Ir ¢ H Tovey. reported that RTC Bristol was equipped with Telex 'beeauae ‘of its
intemgi;qne;,,,rqle &s 8 tissue typing serum reference laboratory‘; -'Téiéi’:’f:a'd

not proved of part;cular value in .UK, It was pointed out that this vould not :f;"fi;
be 20 unless RTCs and. hosp:.tala begen to be equipped. ' v e

Dr Cleghorn auggeated “the use of the Mufax systeam.

The meeting agreed to consider this mtter again at a future neet:.ng.
10. NETS COSTING SUB-COMIITIRE Lo
Dr Drummond said tha.t rh had been agreed that this Sub-committee, of which he
‘wes Chaiman, would meet to consider an;y problems that had arizen follow:.ng = L
the introduction of “the costmg achme in NBTS (HM(69)23). As he would aoon f '
be retiring he asked whether the Sub-Comittee was to be disbanded or a.nother..' '

Chairmen nominated., Dr M¥aycock and Mr Waltera undertook to conaider this

matter.,

11. QUESTIGNNATRE GN CONMD BED CELLS » PREPARATIONS OF PLATELETS AND
LEUCOCYTE-POOR BLOOD PROIUCED IN RTCs. JULY TO DECEMBER 1972

Dr Meycock .explained that the Council of Europe Sub—Comittee of Experts on

Blocd Problems had asked for information from member eountries' and asked

11,
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... table at the meeting. .

Directors if they would complete and return the form (RTD(73)6) put on the

12, DATE OF NEXT MEETING. : ' r
Members were asked to reserve the 28 February and 21 March 1973. . :
MR PERCY OLIVER, 03'15‘ o S e ,.j’ o Ay

Before the meotmg lk- r Ha.nley, JP.. Cha.ime;n of The onm- llmr:l.a.l Fund - "

~ for Blood Transfuaion preaented each Regional !‘ransfusion Director in the’
transfusion servicéa ‘of the United King&m and ‘the Heads of the Blood

Group Rnference Laboratory and ‘Biood Products Laboratory rith e photograph R
- of a memorial to Mr Percy Oliver, OBE which'had recently been unveiled in * ° I
the Department of Haematology, King's Collegé Hospital, London, SE. DR G N

Mr Hanley was accompanied by Mr F Palmer of the Red Cross Greater London . b
Blood i‘;gnafusion Service.. Dr R J Drummond thanked Mr Hanley on behalf of R Sk
the Directors. ‘

12.
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