RTD/M168

REGIONAL TRANSFUSICN DIRECTORS' MEZTING X

. MINUTES OF 168TH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5. OGTOB’EIF( 1977 IN ROOM D110,
- DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY, ALEXANDER FLE!&[[NG HOUSE,
ELEPHANT AND CASTLE, LONDON SE1

Present: Dr W d'A Mayccck - Chairman Ca

Dr S Murray e i
" Dr L A D Tovey e
Dr W Wagstaff .
* J Darnborough
.. Davies (Deputy)
= W J Jenkins
L1 Rogers

- Regional Tranéfdsim:piréctors A
Smith e
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S Vira ‘A'Coéﬁ" e - Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service & .
e S0 Ge1m B Field " _ Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service
Dr Carolyn Giles (Part) - BGRL T TR

Mr T E Datton
Dr Sheila L Waiter :
Dr A P Fletcher (Part) R T gy
Mrs'R A Tunnard (Part) DHSS ey T
Pl Miss S H Rosbotham (Part) ) = e e LA
2 NI * M R W B Allen (Part) : R LT A .
* " Mr G B Peel (Part) : e '

Mr M P Brennan

’ _;_The Gha:.rman welcomed Dr- Nay:.er and informed the members that although Dr Bevan, .
~_would not ‘be retiring until the end of the year she had requested that her i‘utw:e B _,'
successor, Dr Napier, should attend on her behalf.  The. Chairman also welcomed .
- pp Sheila Murray and Dr ‘Carolyn Giles, act:mg Ih.rector of the Blood Group Reference ’
Laboratory.

.
e

]

1. APOLOGIES TOR ABSENCE T D Lo,
Apologies were received from Dr Cleghorn, Dr Lehane , Dr Stratton and Dr Bell (SHHD).
2. MINUTZS OF THE 147TH MEETING

The minutes of the prev:.ous meeting held on 6 July 197[ were. agreed subject to the )
following amendments: .

i~ page 1 -'-.th’e reference to the award of the Queen's Silver Jubilee Medal
T to Mr GRO-A ' should read "and Mr'{ GRO-A in, Dr Bird

* reported tThat Mri GRO-A iy who had g:.ven 100 donations, had also B

received this medal;
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ii  page 4, paragraph 4(a) line 6: '"Within a period of 18 hours' tc be
ingerted after 'plasma'; . . ST

iii page 6, paragraph 3, line 4: tof thé need! to be added afte:‘ipatient';
iv - page 7, paragraph 9(b) line 2:"giveh' to replace 'loss'.
3. MATTERS ARISING |
a. Proficiency Testing.in Blodd%Grouping - (Item 3a - RTD/M166) .- | = = ..
i Mntisera 7 and 8 ) |
- No comments had been received from Directors. L ey ol e e s P
- ii  Supplies of Reagents
Dr -Giles thanked membeés for their response to her request for -0 f:i v ~;§

- ..supplies of reagents; sufficient guantity had been received to. VAL e
meet the requirements o£>the next few years. he

iii Organisation of Quallty‘Control - Blood Grouplng HTD(77)6 IERF E IR o -LgE
(Item 3a - R'I‘D/M166) - ‘
L= Z
. At the meeting in MEY,'Dlrectors were asked to send comments tov. . o T
- Dr Jenkins on the Report of the Working Party to adviseron ool 07 bt
Proficiency Testing - (Appendix to RTD(77)6). : g UanTan

“; Dr .Jenkins reported that he had received written comments from 'l

. Leeds and Sheffield, both of whom gave general support to the.. i1 . ¢

». scheme and hoped that 1t-would develop into a national quallty TR
. control scheme. G : : S :

= -The views of the members were sought ‘and “the maaority expressed~:r:i§z-nv_,4~~“ E
their support for the schene. y B :

- Dr Giles pointed out that additional staff would be requzred at A R TS Ao T
- BGRL to handle the extra work 1nvolved. : . R R SO RRL

.ﬁLMembers agreed to postpone the ad0pt10n of the scheme until the .-.:* e
“nrnew director of BGRL had been appo;nted, and there had been a ol e
further meetlng of the sub-group. - . SRR

b,  '0fficial Paid! Statxonery - (Item 3h(1)) . IO P g

Mr Dutton.reported that meetings had taken: place durlng the past few months, ~c
between ‘representatives of NBTS and DHSS and:-the Post Office, concerning the:. -
proposal of-the Post. Offlce to withdraw '0fficial Paid' facilities from NBIS..

Particular emphasis.was placed on the importance of 'OP! stationery in ot

‘connection with blood donor recruitment and-the - serious difficulties which - i

would ensue if OP:facilities were-withdrawn,. especially the difficulties o

for local volunteerrdonor organisers, many 'of whom might resign.:: SLPT e
2

NHBT0016470_0002



The Post Office had nevertheless stated that it was unable to offer facilities
other than those already available to commercial organisations and trerefore

- could not take cognizance of the special position of NBTS. The strongest
possible representations from the Department and the RDOs- present at the
discussions had not caused them to change this view.

~.The -Post .Office representative explained that postal charges were governed
by, legislation ,and Post Office regulations, and ‘these limited flexibility “in <
negotiating with-individual organisations although their a.im ‘was’ to prov:.de
a service to meet the customers particular requ:.rements. el : kY

s :The-altemative postal systems available.to :the NBTS werg: i

e

b.

d.

€

! - Coe

Freepost

Business Reply
Stamped Stationery

Franking machines

. Postage stamps; , e

Mr--Dutton had ‘sought ass:.stance from the Civil Service Department to brmg-v e
preasure ‘to bear on the Post Office to modify thez.r decision but CSD werfe. SRR
.. unable to help. ;t.

A etter would be sent. to Directors which explained the: presént pos:.tion and -
‘;.,suggested that the RDOs should discuss their problems with the Jocal- marketmg
manager of the Post Office and seek his advice. :

‘~-It ‘Was very - doubtful whether the Department would agree: to prov:.de re@.ons

- withadditional funds or increase cash limits to meet the extra expend:.tnz:e SR

1,--requ:zred by some RTCs as a result of the Post Offlce 's dec:.s:.on.

HSET 56 '.:'-D:c‘rectors were: sénously concerned about the consequences- of the w:.thdrawal e
7 o 0of OP . facilities from the NBTS and regretted the decision of 'the Post fo:.ce. 3 S
»+ 7. Members, suggested that if the. charge hindered the recruitment of donors and led -

.:o - to ‘shortages of blood the Teason should be explamed to hosp:.ta.ls by DHSS or.
: : RHAs rather than RTCs. =~ : g el .

Co. TV Films: review by I‘)r‘!lla’i'.ter - (Item 3b(iit)) S

DrWaiter reported that the Central Office of Information had given her the v

“.onow opportunity to view all films about the NBTS and its activities. . The 4. year [H
v . 01d 4V filler on Rhesus Babies, which incorrectly informed viewers that all : g
. ~-Rhesus negative babies needed blood transfusions,.*had been’withdrawn and a e

- *new film was being prepared. . Dr Rogers and Dr Darnborough would ass:.st in P

examining the pmposed film commentary.

“Inireply to several members' enqu:.r:.es, Dr Waiter expla:.ned *hat nelther COI e

‘nor the Department was able to influence the showing of TV fillers and arrange

- for. films to be shown ia regions where there were particular.shortages of: - oo
- bldod; the filmsiwere transmitted free of charge®and were. fltted in to suit: e
,the company's purposes.,. - - i TS e TR
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4. NBTS 47 - (Item 3d)
¥r Duttor infoimecl the Directors that Statistics _Bz'anch had been unable to -
examine =z revised form, mainly due to difficulties agsociated with dispersal
of their =:rk and personnel from London. 'Stat:;'.stics Branch had promiged to
provide <teir comments within the next few:.days -and these would be circulated .
to members. e e Ve : y
e. Self-aihesive jabels - (Item 3e)
Mr ‘Duttoz reported that the Department had asked HMSO o re-examine the
possibilisy of providing self-adhesiva labels 4o the requirements of NBTS.
A copy 0> <he report showing the failure of the original batch of labels had
' been s_en". +o HMSO. . Co et - s o

}

i Supsiies of blood to the privé.te gector of Medicine - (Item 3g) e

<. Mr Duttoz weported that the Minister of :S’é’a‘.t.e“ had beé‘r’x‘fé‘&vised‘of the position

% 4% goncerning the supply of blood to the private sector which had enabled him to

il tipeply to i Laurie Pavitt MP to the effect ‘that only & small percentage of
S blpo‘d.;'ccl;epted' by NBTS was issued to treat private patients. gt Al
LT The whols =atter was being 1ooked into by the Department and jt‘was likely that .
s:-" the Depa-izent would eventually provide that service charges, _including the. '
.~ cost of czllection, and any proceséing and testing required sho 1d be made on

' an approg=iate basis. : T Gl . SO

' - Several —s=bers thought that too heavy @ service cﬁargé could result in the
. private ssctor establishing their own plood banks. -

LA T A S
8

7" The Sunday MrTOT article on blood o~ the private sedtor: of medicine appeared
21 g have z—oduced very‘little'responsei:’x donors. Ueidrns sl G e
e “gytezegalovirus and Blood Transfusion - A(I’tgmv'r?) ‘ i
- Dr Lane's paper which summarized the oxford $yfnposii1m'dn Cyton .galovirus and
Blood Tra-sfusion would be circulated to members within the next 2 weeks.

e : e Lt clppho £
h. Labelling of Blood and Blood Compounds = RTD(77)10 - (Item 5) -
The Thaizzan advised that those Directors who had agreed with the wording
recommenisd in the report of the Working party to describe thel contents of
blood packs and blood products, should adopt the proposals and- introduce
labels socordingly. ¥ e e s 8
5.° NBTS Submission to the Royal Commission on the NES :
- Mr ‘Dutten jnformed Directors that from what he had heard about the amount of

D

| 7. wriften svidence received by the Commission and their time-table, their : o
opportunities for taking oral evidence must impose 1imitations; on whom they

- 3
AR A

could inwite.
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The use of human blood for qué.lity. control purposes. ., = - oy

" Consideration was now being given to the likely requirements for serum for
o internal quality control, principally in chem:.cal pathology 1aborator1es of
. the NHS, and how this can be distributed.- : 4

“*No  maximum f:.gure had been“agreed on the amount of: whole blood/serum to be
I ' given by the NBTS although” 300L per annun has been suggested. . The meeting
" lurged that’a top figure. should be agreed upon...Regional Scientific Officers
‘have been asked to make & survey of laboratories' ‘present usage. Dr Waiter

" undertook to send cop:.es ‘of.the letter: to RScOs:to Regz.onal 'I'ransfusion RN
ot B DlrectOrS. X S et e
4.". MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF BLOOD*DONORS"-'RTD(?T)‘IZ? arEA BAE [ TUSEEE ‘,*i,»:":«

e D Murray's revised version-of. the DHSS Memorandum on the !'Selection, Medical

-

;. 0Examination and Care of Blood:Donors' was based upon a-memorandum originally.- . - = .. '
: prepared to provnie g\ndance fortnew dznsmnal mech.cal oi‘f:.cers within. Northem‘ e e

ol W
Leaaa

vf;‘Members ‘agreed that the document- would be- su:.table in prov:.ﬂmg basic guidelines
-~ for all Blood Transfuszon medical staff who had respon31b111ty for blood donors.

f;}):.rectors accepted the :unportance of providing guidance which would assist donor -
[ 7~session medical officers. One of’'the problems regulsrly- accepted was that of
Lo deczdmg whether or not to bleed -8 donor who was tah.ng one or more drugs

—LAlthough Directors recognised: the practlcal difficulties: mvolved in.listing drugs

“which might render a prospeciive- donor unfit to give blood, Dr. Murray proposed that
the following 5- categones might 'be helpi‘ul for this purpose: :

1.

4.

S T

) BTy 2,0
3.

New or experimental d:cugs.
Drugs declared by the donor due to illness or treatment.
Long-term drugs. |

A mixture or heavy ﬁosage of drugs.

- Drugs unknown to the doctor in attendance.

ldd:.tlonally, persons on anti-histamines, antibiotics and Qntz-depressants should
"“fiot’ give blood until trea.tment had been completed.'; R :

*“Several Directors stated that they had given: instructions to the:.r medical officers

.-t attending blood donor sessions that a donor who was receiving any form of medical
“ treatment from his doctor shoulcd not be asked to g:we blood.

- The Chairman's proposal that both views should be :mcorporated into an appendix to

. the Memorandum and for each region to decide which was the more suitable approach
was agreed by the members. Dr Maycock also suggested that RTDs right wish to
consult Dr Davis of the Reaction Commitiee on Medicines for lns views on partlcular

~ drugs and their affect on prospective donors. .
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Members agreed to dnclude in the memorandum. Dr G H Tovey s suggestzon that" denors E E
attending blood donor sessions should be. asked: B et Cuauor

1. Date of last visit to the doctor - -
2.  Whether drugs had been prescribed
3. If any drugs were being taken f : : SRR

4. If fhe,donor has been well since his previous donafion : oy

e

The .following -amendments to the:Memorandum were agreed by members: RN
a. Section.I,. aparavraph 3: 'Finally' to replace 'solely' e
b Sect:.on -II, page. 5, line 3: ‘;)aund:.ce or' to be added after- 'frcm'

Ce Sectzon II, .page’ 3' 'lepto-spirosis'’ and !glandular fever' %o be
included in the hst oft: condltmns which rendered a person unfitito- gmve blood

The Chairman thanked..Dr Murray for her work in preparing the Memorandum and obtained S
her agreenent to mod:.fy ‘the.document 1n the light of the recomendatlons agreed at ’ :
the meeting and. any other comments which members might ‘send to her. : AT

5.  FACTOR VIII
a, A Working Party on-the Quality of Cryoprecz.pltate. B
Dr Gunson reported that he had had discussions with Dr Bidwell on partncular i
problems concerning. the: guahty of cryoprecipitate and was pmpos:.ng 'I:o o S
.. conduct a pilot s‘udy on the 1nterrelat10n of: :

1+ The antl-coagulant chosen - o | - AR S SR T i
é. Thawing methods . ‘ X . o : R o
e 3. The age of the plasma -
Dr Gunson hoped to be able to submit a report early in the New Year.

b. Dlstn‘but:.on of Factor VIII.concentrate. RTD(77)14

Dr Maycock had written to RTDs on 12 August asking for information on the’ .

distribution arrangements for commercial Factor VIII concentrate to Haemophilia
- Centres. RTD(77)14 sunmarised the replies. :
. Dr Davies amended the entry for Edgwvare to indicate that no distribution of

commercial concentrate through 't;he centre was contemplated.

-~

6.  MEDICINES ACT 1968

-

The Cha.:.rman welcomed Dr Fletcher of Medicines Division to the meetmg.
Dr Fletcher informed the meabers that the phase of .informal visits by Inspectors had

been completed and that most RTCs had ‘now been vlsxted. Elstree and Ia.berton had also
had visits from Inspectors.

“Dr Fletcher told the members that a meeting within Medicines Divlslon had taken n]ace
on 15 July 1977 to discuss the reports of these informal visits. :
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SRR .

There was to be & further meeting on .6 October when representatives of NBTS and
1., - DSS would be present when it was hoped to examine in detail the views and. '
iigr. . Tecommendations of'the Hedicines Inspectorate with- the aim of producing & @ .
e definitive document which would provide the guidelines of good manufacturing” -

bractice and standardsin .the NBIS, SRSt .

“t.: . Dr Fletcher acknowledged .the importance of meintaining flexibility within gneto
<« NBIS to provide Toom for initiative on the rart of RTCs. SRR SO

He anticipated that the implementation of most recommendations ‘would requile s
'z ~transitional period because .of the practical considerations likely tobé itvoived.

A paper would be prepared by Medicines Division:following 6 October meeting-asa ™ . .
iy discussion document for comsideration by RTDs at ‘their next meeting, ' . *° ¥ o &

7.  VHOLE BLOOD QUALITY CONTROL MATERIAL FOR AUTOMATED BLOOD COVNTING. Bro(17)13.

.1, .. .The Chairman welcomed Mr Allen of DESS Scientific and Technical ‘Branch.. *ib -

RS
o

assess_the value'

,jlir;;‘h-l,len explé.i‘;dwﬁhat_thwef paper was a prelimiﬁai‘yidoéuméﬁ%: 4 ~-the value” ‘
ratories had,

" of vhole blood. quality control mterial, NES haematology lab tors , :

- experience in 'developing this material although a successful pilot~study wag get up

. by, the Welsh Region in 1976 involving 17 laboratories in routine daily quality’’ - 5
‘centrol, s o - : S f

Er Allen sought the.opinions of Directors on whether a comﬁéréblé pilot. stud;%-ccula. &
- De established in ancther RTC which would be prepared to provide Dr lewis of the Welsh
- Region with material to examine if it can be successfully reproduced, * ' if1 S

. - . Hembers agreed that time expired red cells could be made availg:ole byRTCs ‘;ﬁtthere
~17 . | could be difficulties in providing 12 day old red cells if ‘asked to do Soa '

8y BAEMOLYTIC DISEASE OF THE NEVBORN: RID(TT)5. .: 10 o liiit’

.. Dr Waiter stated that the Peper was circulated to members .fo'r;"_;ii"sz'rnia'.ﬁéﬁ:f ﬁmeetmg e
) of the Joint Sub-Committee on Prevention of Haemolytic Disease ‘of the Newborn had been

1 8rranged for 18 October and & report would be made to members’dt the next méeting.” . -

9« USE OF FROZEN BLOOD Sl : L

Dr Maycock reported -that the Wrmy Blood Supply Depot continued to, supply frozen ‘
.- .. Yo patients ihen required a8 well as supplying red cells to the London .sreas """ .. .
. Contrary to reports, ABSD had not diminished its supply of Ted cells altzloughjhey T,

“had experienced shortages from time to time.

e

10.  NOMINATION OF NBTS REPRESENTATIVES Y e
1s Advisory Committee on Top Grade Bioch;amist Appointments.

Dr Raison had suggested to the Chairmen that a Director of & RIC should '~
be nominated as an adviser to the Committee, .. - e
Dr G H Tovey accepted nomination, = :

2, National Quality Control Scheme - Hamtb'logy.‘ F ST

A Director of a RTC was required to act as. observer on the Professiomal .. ...

bodies panel of NQCS on trends within fhe NBIS, o oo
- Dr Jenkins agreed to serve in this capacity, - PR LT R e e
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%, PHIS Sub-Committce on Hepatitis.

¢+ % Dp Maycock agreed to approach -Dr’._:Cleghp."g"nb to fe?x"esent -the NBTS on the

PHLS Sub-committee on Hepatitis.. ‘
Mo COI'IPUTERS IN NBTS: REPORT ON QUESTIONNAIRE. R’Bﬁ(??)‘lﬁi g

" s Ghairman welcomed Mr Peel, DHSS Computer and Research Divj.ié;_on._ -

Mr’Peel said that the report 'Computing in the NBIS! was based on returns of a

" questionnaire “completed by the 3 RICs involved in the computer Ffeasibility study

{ into donor panel registration, ‘call-up and administration. *The report was a first

“draft asa basis for discus'siqnt'b‘éﬁ:een the Directors;:of,;B;-'entr_;bod,;,Bixfniingham and

Manchester and the Department. .. - WG e

¥ Peel 'advi'éed'mem’bers that if they considered that the use of computers was. .

' nessary for the efficient organisation and development of the NBTS they should F
anform the Department of their viewso . . .. J* S e

Tl

ine of ‘the problems associated with geparate regional organisation was the

‘jdentification of a‘computer programmé which was well documented &nd algo'ﬂcapa‘bié

 8f being modified to suit the requirenents of -each RIC ‘and’ bé ‘sufficiently flexible
t0’ cope with the anticipated expansion of the NBTS. If Directors were able to

e

" -of asgisting RTCs to develop a computer system for use in all regions.

o

#m-Peed added that the advantage to Ye gained in using comﬁ@tﬁ;g} ‘was in blood bank

" ihventory and stock-control in which he estimated that it was possible to save

18-207> red ‘cells.

7 Afté% discussion the memb'ersvc&clﬁdé{i‘ that more ‘time: should be given to the subject

and the views of experts on computerization pbtained before & decision was reached.

The subject would be raised again at the next meeting.

z. Date of next meetings i PO LRI R
. 14 December 1977. = e i
e e
8

jdentify such a programme the Depertment would be.prepared o discuss the possibility o

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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