ampaign wins support and starts debate

said: “Clearly something has to be done to
nophlhacs affected by AIDS r:ﬁ ::::l Lote ef: “:giﬁ;lgs b‘;c.t‘l:\:ug
y receives wide support from Ll ':o prosstie

pendent on the national blood
th East MPs and health {0

i CALL for compensation for best brains in the country aimed l:t pro- screening blood supplies before people

fproposal
Newcastle Cantrll Tory MP Piers

“I am quite sure people have suffered
Merchant said: * the most urgent

because of the lnck of facilities for 100 per

need is for a grsn dnll more money to bﬂ centscreening.” b
- SO Ry - e T e Winifred Smith, chairman of the New: Ptea for donors
| guemions ' 1d need to 5 oposals, ut] iel ur-
(i el e dehels B bot as'a genasal pn!:ﬂple. Twould lond my  Clark, shadow Health Council, said: | AN urgent call has gone out far 12,000

e ordmury compensation process can be

support and sympa very slow and laborious.

Middlesbrough Labour MP Stuart Bell
said: “The campaign has my sympathy, but
1 can see tremendous difficulties in trying

said: “I would be hesitant to commit myself
to the call for compensation because as a
shadow cabinet member anything I say
tends to be interpreted as Labour Party

more blood donors In the
'l'ary MP Conal Gi In;swwh-lpnmunwd
e to writo to Health Ministe Tony “I'here is a precedent in vaccine dam-
‘on, calling for an early review of the

The region needs to collect about
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aged people getting no fault mmpensaunn
‘"&',?;L",‘;"".,’i‘:""f-'ii‘“., it mmmgm,ﬂm . B, policy. and]nminfavonrogthatly k up a self
here do you draw the line? I was in- bviously a terrific problem e
tening for the victims, but also for yolved in the thalidomide campaign — that nndalu:u o ::;a\::.“.‘czompz ¥ The Rev. John Adams, of AIDS North, | “1hg Government is setting up a
families. If there is any way the yag more clear cut than the haemophilia e MP. Neville Trotter 5aid: “I would have no objections to Biocd ]

Tynemouth Tory
“Basically this question has my
into,
prob.

£30m central
Elstree, London, where all regions will
d blood for separation and the
extraction of plasma.
Donor organiser Stan Smith said

rnment can assist then it must be who had been i

mfected receiving compensation, but I

don't want to see any distinction between

differont categories of people who have
n infected.”

@ case but it is was still extremely difficult to
erfor urgent consideration.” hor L il i

hop Auckland Labour MP Derek o M et Tabour MP Ernest
or said: “The Government has a greal Armatrong said: “It's obviously a terrific

msibility because it is the only agency prohlem and anything which can be done
can act for the whole society, and Eyouabofoc odd y
is the only way a fund for haemo-
iated.

said:
sympathy and it is worth lnokmf
although 1 can see some practical
lems.
Sedgefield Labour MP Tony Blair said:
“1 wouldn't commit myself to it yet, but
nnythmg that heightens the awareness of
and the problems it brings has my

Bill Nelles, rpokeumln for the Terence
Higgins Trust, said: “We can understand
Dr Jones' I‘sclmgs, but it implies there are

jarrow Labour MP Don Dixon said:

paid
rs and there was often a greater
“These people are in danger simply

riskof infectioninthese cases.

because they need blood transfusions and

ling normal lives as it is without being dhatseems un i suppor gulltysickand inngoent ick. o id d

at seems “It's important if we are going to offer | the existing guidelines for
!kh‘m?‘ 'i}l“?tﬁar?:::nqlma“ as well " Langhaurgh Tory MP Richard Holt said:  Tyne Bndge Labour MP Dave Clelland compensmg:n to hasmnphll%nnl it e nd added o
sghnofault of theis sai

“] feel there should be an inquiry into the

If recent evidence is anything to go
whole question of AIDS carried out by the

by, more money also needs to be spent on

offer it to anyone who develops the

weastle East Labour MP Nick Brown disease.

Snubbed by schoolmates
drdeal of
nd his parents

At first 25 per cent nr GROA'
e o
fearful pare

Gredoally they trickled back —
thanks to assurances from doctors at
a ape:iul]y convened parents’ meet-

ing.

said: “People were
;hocké '\mz also very, i ym-
pathetic. The few people who were
frightened took a while to come
round. They were just worried for the
galety of thein children. Ones they

GRO-A

B was ngve[ gmng_;g be
+for littlg
mna hnemuphnlmc, he euuld not.
part of the normal rough and
leofgrowingup.
. the ten-year-old now has
er burden to bear. He is an
carrier.

Hampshire schoolboy devel-
AIDS antibodies after receiving
aminated bl

parents | knew: qwraumey
P N neu Wi Mrs GRD-A'benn nn grudges
aggins e unity.

mmunity.
hard to understand them and
1 hu e 1 don't judge them. I find it
harder to understand drug users
rather than the gay cnmmunuy 1
feel it’ sman:self inflict
singly little has eh
vay of life since the dr-lnnlic
V0 Yeurs ago,
He still has his schoolmates and
the degree of isolation necessary is no
dm‘mm ﬂ'o when he was just a

it  our turn to have any
problems, “We really did feel
{fewas horribly unjust.”
was two years ago. Now the
e have turned their minds
'ds more pmﬂiml matters such
vtheirson will coj
s for this reason lhﬂl they are
ng the call for compensation.
ave to consider things like
hz gets a job or when, later in
1¢ wants a mortgage or insur-
vl’rn:tlv:nl roblems in the
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But he <hll has to go aboul once a

week for Factor VIII elotting agent —
the same agent which gave him

MrsiGRO-AI said: “We have to

Fait

believe the' menlng in effective. We'

pt son away

on news of;  condition
1d_out, the iTional_Press
ded drove ies thef,

Scandal of the
blood salesmen

HAEMOPHILIACS have
become the innocent victims of

Advice over
the phone
‘A[DS, at the moment, is quite

dad who ke

“xperts can’t

are not very ‘easy to
catch. It is not a gay disease,
almost anyone could get it, A
virus attacks the blood cells,
iwhich are responsible for our
protection sgainst disesse. Most
ple don't suffer any ill-effect
Do Alctya quetier ot Tafecsed
people develnp more serious

blosd for sale trade emerged, and
Americans were offered payment for
donations. Those in need of easy

onvince me’

IMANi......

her pu})ll Was. an_AID$ carrier.
it pupil was;

withdrew his 10-
old son from school as soon as he heard

Tand two years later

5 is despite b parents meeting with

~lststotry andallay fears.

5SRO0, 346, said: “I'm still very unhappy
very suspicious because 1

on. I'm
)bodyknnwsenouzhyctabo tAIDS.

ey said the same sorts of things about polio «
t waen't for ten or 15 years that they found
th.”

mnulher AIDS carrier.

said: “There could quite easily be another one
tclassroom and there would be nothing I could

tit.

Jave talked to th { GROA |
for them but I thi
me in my position.

JPHISTICATED new pro-
lures have effectively stamped
t the threat more people con-
icting the disease through
rod transfusions.
iut the National Blood Transfusion
‘vice wants to hammer home the
ssage both giving and receiving
odissafe.
s task was hardly made easier by
t week’s BMA statement nio-one who
i had casual sex in the last four
\rsshouldngehl

MA thought again. But fears

he reginn.l blood transfusion centre
Newcastle collected 128,131 blood
iations last year. And every single
wastested for AIDS.
ince October 1985 centre staff have
sened about 160,000 samples. Only
+ has proved positive. But staff know
y need constant vigilance. A single
arcould prove fatal.
ast week the Government's chief
dical officer Sir Donald Acheson
1 the odds of a patient getting AIDS
n a blood transfusion were less than
inamillion.
hat_confidence is based on a two
strate

safety strategy.
he NBTS has mounted a strong

I son has since moved to another
l-mmrsuu fears the chances of him coming

D and I feel very
Would probably do

puhhcltyhcampmgn to persuade anyone
d

snphns cated blood-screening opera-

system is as watertight as it can be.
But the very nature of viruses makes
absolute guaranteesimpossible.

sence of HIV virus which causes AIDS|
rather it shows if the donor’s disease:
fighting immune system has made
anti-bodiestotacklethe virus.

Th
months, and perhaps even
develop in the body. The test cannot
detect the virus during this peri

small amount is retained for analysis.
Both samples are carefully tagged with
the same bar coding.

cenitrifuge which separates the serum
from thered and white ells.

Hepatitis B, ayp
quirement —and

a container coated with
If the serum contains HIV antibodies
they will attach themselves to the

t possibly carry the virus not

The second line of defence is the

GRO-D

sorry for the

Safe but not fool proof say medics

iproblems. ut 10 per cent
dovelop fllll blown AIDS The
ivirus is easily killed within
lecol\dl llzlvln[lbehod fluids
imitted by direct

Biood ko bison contact, for
example intravenous drug users,

needles, — or
jvaginal sex with someone who

s retting the virus,
g, gl gea s number

toothbrushes. But there are
1568 asid ot of othar-tkings
jvou can do which are safe.

— message recorded on the AIDS
Norih anawering servico s a guide

virus,

Next another substance is added to
the sample.
virus an
HIV antibody is present.

This sticks to the HIV
turns dark blue — unless the

Even the colour-change check is done

New:astle staff are confident their

The test does not identify the pre-

virus can take us: to three
onger, to

Whenever a m_ gives blood a

The sample is then put into a

The serum is then tested for
lilis — o legal re-
for HIV vi

A tiny smount o wram fs

said: We are happy that it is a good
IM.

et ‘peop)
sponsible. If they don't think they are
fit, or have read the information and
fee they are at risk, they do not come
forward.
getting through.”

with a computerised optical density’
meter whi
Enchtenmkesubounwu ours.

The sampl
80, mcllldmg a random selection of
‘control’
already known.

1f a donor samy le appears positive it

s ri
the public’ hesuh laboratory at New-
castle,

Screening staff stress throughoul the
entire process samples are referred
only by a serial number. Confiden-
mmyu;mmmnun

Regional director

gives a digital read-out.

les are tested in racks of

specimens whose status is

d if still suspect, sent to

tor Dr Anne Collins

are national standards and

There
quality controls we take part in and we
aresatisfied weare uptostandard.

180, most le are very re-

sure the publicity is

the international black market
in blood.

Inadequate technology has meant
that Britain has had to look abroad
for the bulk of its supplies of the vital
blood ingredient needed by haemo-
philiacs.

The element lacking in hacmo-
philiacs und needed .in vast quan-
tities is a clotting agent called Factor
VIIL. Without it, they spon-
umeon-lyurd\mmulighmump,

Patients are treated by being in-
jected with Factor VIII taken from

rocessed plasma of blood donors.

In the early 1980s, British tech-
nology could not with demand
and Factor VIII, along with other

blood products, had to be imported.
The bulk of it came from America,
which even now provides 60 per cent
ofour Factor VIl requirements,

at medical experts did not know
was that some of the imported
supplies were with !

cash, including drug addicts — one of
the AIDS high risk groups — were
quick totake advantage.

Doctors had known for many years
that diseases such as hepatitis were
passed on through blood transfusions
and the same happened with the
AIDSvirus.

Once the problem was discovered,
careful scregning tests were
introduced throughout the country.
All Factor VIII in the Northern
region has been heat treated to
remove the AIDSvirus.

r Peter Jones said: “If we had
been self-sufficient in Factor VI in
lhls country from our own voluntary

lonors, we would still have a
problem with AIDS in some patients,
bul it would be nowhere near as bad

"Six_'years ago, the British blood
donor system was described in an
international report a2 *a disgrace to

AIDS virus, already spreading
rapidlyin America.
demand for blood soared, the

The Govérnment clmmx we will
finally become self-sufficient when a
new processing plant capable of
producing Factor VIII goes into
operation next year. But that will
too late for the significant number of
haemophiliacs already carrying the

virus.

Meanwhile, the international blood
market continues to generate an
estimated billion pounds a year, with
underu’round dnnﬁm controlling at
least 10 percent.

All Brm;ms official blood imports
come from America and controls are
strict, but the international blood
brokers remain active, secretive an
highly pmﬂ-able despite attempts to
eliminatethe

According . Dt e, they are
rich, powerful and have cont acts
everywher

u one theory in eminent
circles that the AIDS vlruu arrived in
Britain through plasma _supplies
being bought cheaply and without

supervisionin Central

The sale of plasma, which can be

easily extracted from the

blmdulream, is_highly lucrative to

asants who can
ek a Slut o ety ey et
In New York, the same unit becomes
worth 20 dollars,
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