
-  and a girl — will still need to 
grey l th ~ Dug take drugs for thereat of their 

lives to eombatthethreatofre 
h a_7 ed by , jection, but the long-term.hope 

J is that cells can be treated be-
mediCal . fore they are injected. 

*> Fewer than -70'0 people un 
~ > •resew cl ers ¢' dergo liver transplants -,in 

• Britain each yearAabout io0, of 
IZ ,fames Meilde;: them children ..There maybe 
P r I  I,1, :.,...nn.,A"A' Sm un to 150 neoule'waiting for

cia '
- • : I 

• 

T`Jd h 

Doctors facing 
hepatitis inquiry 
LARNA MARTIN A spokeswoman for the 

GMC confirmed that an roves-! 
A NUMBER of doctors • are Ligation was underway into the 
being .investigated by the Gen- issue of how patients were treat- 
eral Medical . Council'. after ed forblood-borne diseases;.:.• 
complaints 'that they broke . "We will look at the :corn- 
guidelines by secretly testing plaints and, if we: have found 
patients for hepatitis Gwithout that there is evidence of pip- 
then' consent. . , fessional misconduct, we can 

T MC, which can strike take it to a final public hearing:. 
off is for malpractice, is This can lead to• a number of 
loo into claims that clini= outcomes including erasure 
cians'knew NHS patients had from there rester" she she said..
bpcorne infected with the virus . GRO-A chairman' of 
years before theywere told.' the Scottish Haemophiliacs' 

The 'news comes a month Forum, said it was an issue that. 
after iiolice. completed their had. affected most of the people' 
investigation into the : NHS infected. : : " -
blood mix-up-which left hun- He said: "Most haemophili= 
dreds of Scots infected with acs were not told until into the 
HIV -and hepatitis C in the • 90s. From the late 70sa they 

urvestiga- 1970s and 80s: Their' were us  testing telling 
tion could result in. jail 'sen- us, leaving us unable to make 
tences of up to 10 years for offi- informed choices." 
cials.responsible:forthe • He haswrittento the Scot- 
blunder - tish Executive, urging the gov-` 

There are believed "to be . ernment to stop ."p foot``
about 365 •haemophiliacs still inn" arouiid'+and to implement.
alive who were infected with' 

treatment 
the findings of an expert grouupp,

by Lord: Ross,' which hepatitis C through chaired 
on the.NHS in Scotland, and a recommended compensation 
further 800 surviving patients of up to:£89in be pardto those 
infected.'thr ugh blood' who 'cohtracted;.hepatitis C 
transfusions. . ..: r'- throµgh.contamindted.NHS. 
• Haemophiliacs and other blood products. '
patients are still fighting for a Dr Charles Saunders, chair 
public inquiry into the affair. of. the BMA's 'public health, 

Hepatitis C is classed along- committee in'Scotland, said: 
side HIV as a seriouscommu- "It's certainly not right giving 
nicable disease, and medical, them the results in an insensi-

that doctors . .j tiye"wa 
a 

on iia •_ guidlines
 fist 1 a ylihei' coiisen a pa ccep di ' es 

before testing for it - " ".: " done differently in the past" 

r . ' J. suitable match at 
Doctors _belio e heg can cut ;The King's tear 

healthycells n`  teacL•- ,£+ c pe ationsy' ' babies at 
King's Co a '°ve 
so'enco lad researchers 
than they e two 
hreakttir e'first cell 

ber, say the technignelvylll al-
low far better use of donated 
livers, either as 'whole organs 
from pieople who have. just 
died or from,llve donors who 
donate Dart of their liver. ' 

ease in B -itaii3 and "the .:first transplanted withir 
such transplant in the world to Hours, but using cel 
use-only frozen cells • . . fom parts of the orj 

The ability too freeze , cells are not used In :tra 
known as; iepafocytes could should make far, bet 
mean the;'development • of a  scarce resources. In 
"bank" that could stockpile putting spare cells in 
cells for use as  when they 'trogenshould preserve them 
are needed. The King's • team for when they, are most 
sees no reason why he cleyel- needed, 60% survive slich.stbr-
opmeists should not be age at Kings. 
adapted for adults too The injections, through the 

Fikur babies, suffering three umbilical cot`d for 'children 
different conditions, have so just'a few days pld or direct. 
far undergone' the 'injection into'the•liver,' only take 30 to 
treatment at ages. . ranging 45 i1iinutes instead of the sin to 
from two days to three years. eight hour's, for whole trans-
One was effectively kept alive . plants 'The fourth child on-
until he was big enough for an ., derwent the treatment less 
organ- transplant and a- si}it- than a week .ago. ,
able match could' be 'found Arid 1)hawan, a specialist in 
while the hope is that the oth- children's liver disease who' 
era' livers will regenerate in a heads the research team, said 
way that means that further ; that .it'was too early to corn= • _ 
major surgery is unnecessart ment on the success of the lat-

Another boy came from a est,,operation but artded 
family who had already lost three'babies are 4cfb ;ey 
one child because of a ; missing we and witliout ebepa 
blood clotting factor normally cyte injections one.of the cti 
produced by the liver, and had n - would certainly ha 4e 
another son who needed a syn- die 
thetic version of the substance a technique floes dip 
known as factor 7 injected a l rm suOcess ther;2 
daily through a vein in the 40 children cquld avoid live 
neck at the cost of£700atime. transpI itatiti y ' °., 

But. doctors - identified the Britain. This could' fr4Jrp
lack of factor 7 in the third son more donor likens anec • Z 
before birth and gave him fore'increasetlte a 11 n - 
three injections of hepatocytes ber. of people wlig ca rd fiib of 
when he was six weeks old. .ferealiverse 
This has so far reduced his e ct.tha ieghfr 
need for synthetic factor 7 by h rim' 
80% and doctors hope another
injection will mean that soon many patients call be treated 
the baby, now eight months, : and how quickly " ,, 
will not need it at all. 

All four babies — three boys Soda t ~rGirardtaii•co.ua/bealth - 
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Doctors stayed site 
f years, say patient 

sue;

• TARA WOMERSLEY 
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

COMPLAINTS that doctors knew 
NHS patients had become 
infected with hepatitis C for 
years before they were told of the 

;'drus are being investigated by
.the;General Medical Council

he_GMC, which is responsi-
b1t:. for striking off.doctors for 
ak alpracdce, is looking into pro-
cedures in•which patients were 
segretlyte'sted after contracting 
the vi.ri~tsah the early 1980x. 

It isal5o alleged that patients 
did not give their consent for 
the hepatitis C tests and were 

.unaware. that. they were•being 
carried out

' ~ft?elb ate tiEhe'°~"`vtdi~°n ~e "a6~u"E""` 
36, haemophiliacs still alive 
who were.infected with hepati-
tis. C. througiratrnertt on the 
NHS in Scotlandand a further 

• 800 surviving patients infected 
though blood transfusiorls and 
tissue transfer. The GMC ̀ inves-
tigation is'also likely to look into 
procedures for patients 

S.ecret
; 

s srvfl' C /5103 
 a Now medics face 

s investigation by GMC 
who became infected with HIIV, 
.as ,well as.askirtg, whether 
.`otiose111ngservicCS were made 
available. 

A spokesman for 'the GMC 
saih:. ̀We have. t eceiyed'. 
complatbts with tega ds to.the 
treattn$rrt of patients with 
hepatitis C and we are looking' 
into the actions of doctors 
responsible forthe treatment of 
b1ood-borne diseases. 

. "We have taken in the sub-
stance of the complaint and will 
be lookirig at all the issues 
surrounding it but as yet, no 
dedAdii has been made 

'Weida have set guidelines, 
pputinplace a few years ago, that • 
have.to,be followed These have 
changed.a lot. since the 80s and 
we. would' be tooling at 'the 
guidelines and standards at The
time of treatment" . 

The GMC states that health 

professionals "must obtain con-
sent before testing for a serious 
communicable disease". 

The guidelines continue: 
"Some conditions, such as HN, 
have serious social and financial, 
as well as medical, implications. . 
In •such cases, you must make 
'sure that the patient is given 
appropriate information about 
the, implications of the test and 

appropriate time to consider 
and discuss them." 

GRO_A ;28,contracted 
HIV as well as hepatitis C in the 
1980s through NHS blood 
products when he :was being 
treated: for haemophilia' at

GRO-A '.Said: .:'The.fame 

across 

wrcnuuc cnetr.cottseric :.  „ 
What, s_e.eths. tb-ha.ve.. 

happened is that people were 
tested and theit~ were not told 
the restdt.for.years. In'my:case,. 

. my mother was :not.tbld that I 
had hepatitis C until. 1994, when 
I was 19 years old, but I have 
found out that I was fit t. tested 
for it around 198,$, or 1986. And 
although. Lwas' told that 'f had 
HI1! a years-before the c c-
tons told us about the hepatitis C; ' 
they had still known`about,this.• 
for. some time. It seems that. it 
was hospital policy not to tell.
people and thus appears to have • 
happened en masse. 

I was probably infected: 
when I was-about; five or- six 
years old,. but by not telling me 
that I,was infected, other people 
could have beenput at risk,'for 
example my family or teachers 
at school if Iliad a nose bleed" 

GRO-A - 55, 
contracted hepatitis C during a 

.hysterectomy in 1979 but was 
not told she had the virus. until 
more than 20 years later. She 
said: "I. was tested without my 
knowledge and without my 
consent, and was not offered 
any counselling when I was told 
I had hepatitis C 

"I went to see a consultant at 
Inverelyde in 2000 because I 
had broken veins in my neck 
Three weeks later, I went back 
and he asked me if I had ever 
had a blood transfusion and I 
said that I had one when [ had 
the hysterectomy. Then I was 
told that I had. hepatitis C. . 

"At the time I had not even 
heard of hepatitis C and had to 
go to the public library to find 
out information about it. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Scottish Executive said it would 
be.inapproprinte"to Comritettt 

:out. ya su h e 

A report prep?red :by Deter ? 
five. Superintendent Stephen 
Heath, of Strathdyde Police, 

:lo

;Sb

into complaints that 
h s of haemophiliacs con 
tt epatitls-Cfrotninfected 
N ood products, was 
handed in to officials at the
Crown Office last month. 

Prosecutors, are currently 
deciding whether there should 
be a full investigation into the 
matter and, if so, the extent of 
the. investigation which could 
lead to the questioning of doc 
tors and health service Officials.. 

Die Executive has stated it is 
willing to pay £20,000 to people 
who contracted hepatitis C on 
.the NHS,.with a further £25,000 
if they have developed chronic 
conditions such as cirrhosis or • 
cancer of the liver. 

However it is unclear: 
whether such payments are a 
devolved matter and even if the 
Executive was to make .them, 
Westminster could "claw back 
the money with reductions in-
social security benefits. 

D tors'secretly tested 
for hepatitis C' patients 

The General Medical 
Council has begun an 
inquiry into whether 
doctors broke medical 
guidelines by. testing ' 
patients for hepatitis C 
without getting their 
consent 

It will investigate 
complaints that doctors 
secxetly.tested 
ha~~emoo~hili~~acs for the 
potenb~Iy,life-threatening 
vi us but failed to pass on,: 
the findings. 

The allegations, come, '- 

from some of the 5,000 
haemophiliacs infected 
with: the hepatitis C virus 
through NHS blood 
clotting concentrates in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

According-to the 
' Haemophilia Society, 
many people were tested 

• by doctors for the disease 
without consent Many 
learned they were infected 
years later. i-

The GMC inquiry is 
likely to cover doctorsin 
England and Scotland. 
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'Tile doctors  mewth- atlwas

ev er toecte ut 
TARA W.OMERSLEY HIV, and it was completely ' tis C until' earlier this year palms ofmy hands and because 

HEALTH CORRESPONDENT  ruined'l was just your average The: Scottish Executive has of.the veins in niy neck But I 

GRO-A :28, was a child 
when he liecaine infected with 
I-IlV- and hepatitis C through 
contaminated blood products 
white receiving treatment for 
haemophilia on the NHS. 

oRo-A us now fighting to 
find answers as to why the Fac-
tor 8'clotting agent he received 
was never properly screened, 
why his fam ily was not told 
until he was 14 that he was HIV 
positive and why he was only 
told that he had hepatitis C 
when he was 19. 

Although he was a bright 
child at school, Mr GRO-A~, 

dropped out shortly after his 
O-grades and., in his words, 
"went off the rails". 

Since then, he has, with the 
support of his family, managed 
to sort himself out and'is focus-
ing on campaigning-for the jus-
tice that he believes is severely 
lacking for haemophiliacs 
infected with contaminated 
blood on the W. 

He said: "I was about a year-
and-a-half old when the doctors 
realised that- I was a haemo-
philiac. I was treated at.Yorkhill 
Hospital in Glasgow and was 
given Factor 8, a clotting agent, 
that was imported from Amer-
ica and was contaminated 

"It is likely that I became 
infected when I was about five 
years old But I was lucky, as my 
health was relatively OK, and I 
grew up as normal child 

"It -was not until I was about 
14 that I found out I had HN,
but the doctors knew for some 
time before this. They made 
everybody who became infec-
ted with HlV sign a waiver for • 
compensation if any other 
viruses: were found If one per-
son did not sign, nobody would 
receive Compensation, so it was 

emotional blackmail. I then was 
told when I was 19, in 1994, that 
I had hepatitis-C, but have since 
found out thatl was testedforit 
in 1985. 

"I had mywhole life ahead of 
me when I found out that I had - 

kid, but at the time there 'wen 
all these adverts .about AIDS 
the television, which were 

-doom •'and t gloom, and I bus 
went off the rails. l;dropped'ou 
of school and completely.  los 
interest'. education, becaus 
when you. .tivnk :you have 1 
six months left to live, you d 
not care.

• 'My dad worked abroad an 
had to come 'home and m
pareats were obviously affect es

then told-that I ha 
'r hepatitis:.` C, ,the doctors-.als 
.. Iayed, it down. They told:. 
that people lived with it: f 
years, which yes, they can
bunt can be afatal illness and 
most cases_kills people." 

Mr GRO-A: is now unable t 
hold down a nine-to-five jo 
kiecause of his health and nev 

• knows howlae:will feel from d 
.to day. He is :angnj-tl at doetb 
could have 'put his family at.ri
if they knew'. about his con 
Lion some years' before t 
hint 

He said: "1'he whole thing-is 

stated;rt wtWng to.pay 
to patients who contracted hep-

on atitis C on the NHS, with an addi-

alk .iional.payment of £25,000 if 
they-have-gone onto develop 

t .chronic" conditions, such as . 
t cancer of the liver or cirrhosis. 
e :However, it-- is.. undeat whether 

ust the: Executive has the power to 
oa~lte such payments or whether 

I the issue is a reserlred:rnatter. 
y Even if.'the payments are a 

ed devolved. issue, it is. feared: that 
d Westminster could:"daw-.Back" 
o the money by stopping, certain

me sosial_s._ecurityben _ ts:' '. • - 
ot' GRO A ; of Wemyss 

$ay, contractedliepatftis C while 
m receiving a blood tr ut fusion 

during a-hysterectomy in 1979 
0 ' it hvine Central HospitaL But it
b was notuntil more than20years 
er 'later she found she had'the virus 
ay when she saw. a consultant. at • 

lnverclyde Hospital about 
sk broken veins in her neck 
di- Although she was .told she

ellv~g had the virus once results came 
back from the laboratory, she 

a said she was unaware she was 
— being screened for the virus

:'When you think you: 
have just six 
months left to live, 
you d0., not care'

:cover. up People were tested but.. 
the ;;tf thing is they were not told 
Jtlte, results: for:, years and this 
seem i to have happened right 
aeross'the cou_ n'try: And this puts 
other people at risk, for example 
sexual partners, or any children 
that they may.' have. .I spoke to 

.one woman' whose husband 
died ten years ago but she did' 
.not find out that he had hepati-

untilshetestedpositive: ' 
Mr•s GRO _A ]said; "At1,the 

time I had not heard of hepatitis 
C and had to,go.to the.pulilic 
library to findoutinformation 
about it. -

"In 2001,1 had-an AIDS lest, 
which was negative, prior to 
taking part in a drugs trial, but 
although I was told about the 
test, :.was' not. offered coun-
selling for either this or when I 
was told I had hepatitis G 
"The doctor had originally. 

suspected I had hepatitis C 
because I had redness in the 

uppabout it: lefore the 

Alit; worked -as .a' nurse dunng~ 
the 1980s and.was involved in: 
counselling for'HIV tests. She set 
'up the action group for haem-
ophiliacs, based in Newcasde,. .' 
after_her husband,  ----

GRO-A. .'4S,•bec infected

with hepatitis C'and HM` <{ 
She said: "There were-guide-  

lfnes put inplace for HIV. testing 
and these,should''have been 
followed for testing of hepatitis 
G People have the right as to 
what they want to know or what 
they: do not want.to'know and 
the • implications' for treatment `! 
are enormous..There is a whole 
human rights issue here." , 

• 
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Cold virus rids mice of brain-cancer 
Tim;Radfcrd.Scienceeditor - scar tissues.where the.brain. pable infection into aweapon 

tumours had,been. _ . against an incurable disease. 
In an experiment that may,/ ' Webelievethistheiapyhas "Cancer can be devious, in 
have implications for cancer a lot of potential, but one that that it does everything possi
treatment, American and needs much more study," said ble to evade destruction. But 
Spanish scientists have used Juan Feyo of the University of viruses are equally tricky in 
the common cold virus to erad- Texas MD Anderson cancer their quest to invade cells and 
is ate_brain tumours in mice. centre. "We've never seen this propagate," said Frederick 

They.: report, today in the kind of response before with Lang, one of the investigators. 
Journal of the National Cancer any other treatment tested in "In this experimental war 
Institute that they chose an either animals or humans-" between cancer and a viral 
adenovirus — a virus of the The US National Cancer therapy, the virus won. Of 
respiratory tract — which tar- Institute is to produce a drug course, we hope to obtain aim-
gets only cancerous cells, and to test In humans late in 2004, ilar results when patients are 
which spreads like a wave The virus, known so far by the tested, but we cannot predict 
through malignant glioma, the clumsy name of Delta-24- such success based on animal 
most lethal form of brain RGD, replicates only in cancer studies." 
cancer. cells, not healthy tissue. Viruses hijack their hosts' 

• They injected it into labora- It reproduces Itself by killing DNA to multiply. Cancer is 
tory mice implanted with its host cells and moving onto above all a DNA disease, and 
human glioblastoma tumours. contaminate other tumour the cancer genome project in 
Untreated mice died in three cells. When there are no more Cambridge has found more 
weeks, but treated mice sur- cancer cells to infect, it dies. than 100 genetic mutations 
vived for more than four As there Is no successful associated with cancer. The 
months. When they examined treatment for malignant reasoning is that if humans 
the survivors, investigators glioma, the researchers have can identify a cancer cell by its 
found only empty cavities and in effect turned an unstop- DNA. then so can a virus. 

~~ Inverness, cos a i.h id HIVugng__ 
~•. . r. nt ~ ti. r :hepatitis C as a child during 

treatment for haemophilia He 

i vest ate . 
aaims that he Was 

g .eii' for hepatitis'C in 19 6, btrt" 
1 K-~ his :inother waa nor told that

secret
he •was infected .:until;S~C'et . . when he'was 19. Mr

I O  testing' 
said °People were tested with-

Qb' out their knowledge and then 
were not given the results until 
years later, which put our fami-

BY Shirley English lies at risk of infection too." 
:.....:......:..~.,.,. . Haemophiliacs are demand- 

i4 in apublic inquiry. In 1991 AN I 
way into 

, is 
haemophiliacs infected with under to into a -m dicalnts 
HIV thropgh ~contaminated;^ 

that .doctors broke medical 
off ggttuudelines' by testing. patients - NHS blood, were ered g -

for hepatitis•.C•vdthont':their„ ernmeiltcompensatiori,-oriiitie 

consent condition :that the signed'. a 

The inquiry is being carried iivaiver ruling. ptit • future -

out by the General Medical meats if.theybecame infect ti 

Council (GMC) .the zlactors . th -..any'- other viruses Mr 

iôverning body r ai: , ~, GRo.AI;:Was one of 0 ti'tib`, 
n  r •;' I ' "^' signed -;,the waiver -unaware .:;.More than ~t0(~.'eomplaiats, ~^~ 

!*on! haemophillacs.in.:New= that he tiad,epatttis C. 

rustle, Birmingham,'Manches- A spokesman for the GMC 

ter: and Worcestershire have said "We will look at the cram 

been submitted against named plaints and if we have found 

:consultant haemotologists . to that there is evidence ofprofes-

the GMC. A further 200 corn- sional misconduct we can take 

plaints are expected from hae- . it to a 5nal public hearing. 

mophiliacs in Scotland, who "This can lead to a number 

were infected with hepatitis C of outcomes including erasure 

and HIV through infected fipm_tltiroepi ea" 

NHS blood products: in -the,. • -_._._._._._._._.__._._i;,4,of.. ae,. 

1970s and 1980s. It.isestirnateJ mophilia t\ctionel'iK, said: n "It 

that more than 3,00) ~ 2 •,. could end up that haemotolo-
gists from every regional cen-

GRo 
philiacs were infected 

2$ from tre across the UK are implicit-
_. -A --- , . 

ed.-Ms~GRo-A;shusban 

C
Ro A;45, Iias ldlV and hepatitis 

from contaminated blood. 

Researchers have proposed 
an altered HIV virus for gene 
therapy in hae~mo htli cystic 
fibrosis and heart disease. 
Other teams have experi-
mented with bacteriophages 
— viruses that prey on bacteria 
— to defeat antibiotic-resistant 
infection. Cell biologists ex-
perimented with an altered 
virus to deliver growth factor 
to wasting muscles, and mu-
tant common cold viruses 
have been used to shrink tu-
mours in prostate cancer and 
head and neck cancer. 

But most experiments have 
been with mice, and most are 
rated only "promising" so far. 
The cooperation between the 
University of Texas, the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birming-
ham, and the Catalan cancer 
institute in Barcelona, Spain, 
has achieved more than that 

guardian.co.uk/medidne 
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Probe into hepatitis testir 
A number of doctors are 
being investigated after 
complaints that they broke 
medical guidelines by 
testing patients for 
hepatitis C without their 
consent. 

The inquiry is being carried out 
by the General Medical Council 
(GMC). 

Infection occurred In the 19709 and 809 

Haemophiliacs, and other patients, are fighting for a public 
inquiry after thousands of people were infected by 
contaminated blood products. 

They allege they were secretly tested for the life-threatening 
virus, and only told they had it years later. 

Hepatitis C Is classed alongside HIV as a serious 
communicable disease, and medical guidelines state that 
doctors must get a patient's consent before testing for It. 

During the 1970s and 1980s more than 3,000 haemophiliacs 
or their families were infected with hepatitis C, which can 
cause fatal liver problems. 

'At risk' 

About 500 haemophiliacs were infected north of the border 
through tainted blood products, along with some 200 other 
patients. 

A Scottish haemophilia action group said that most of its 
members had been tested for hepatitis C without their 
permission. 

Some of those involved also claim that they were not told the 
result for four years or more, by which time their families 
had been put at risk. 

The GMC is now lestigating 4 1 think you have to accept 
complaints against several the fact that things were done 

doctors in Scotland and differently In the past 

England. 
Dr Charles Saunders 

A spokesman said: "We are 
British Medical Association 

looking into the issue of the way patients were treated for 
blood borne diseases. 

"We will look at the complaints and if we have found that 
there is evidence of professional misconduct we can take it to 
a final public hearing. 

"This can lead to a number of outcomes, including erasure 
from the register." 

Dr Charles Saunders, the chairman of the British Medical 
Association's public health committee in Scotland, said it was 
a "very disturbing" story. 

But he said: "I think you have to accept the fact that things 
were done differently in the past. 

Without consent 

"Many doctors in the past would have done things that they 
felt were perhaps in the best Interest of their patients." 

He said it was "not right" for patients to be tested without 
consent or to receive results in an insensitive way. 

Asked whether such practices had now been eradicated, he 
said: "I think It's very difficult to say never. 

"But one would hope that with the training doctors have 
received and the different behaviour that patients expect 
these days that this sort of thing should hopefully be a thing 
of the past." 

Earlier this month the Crown Office in Scotland revealed that 
it was investigating circumstances around the prescription of 
contaminated blood. 
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