“Wilist get a patient’s con‘sentb -

D()ctors facing -
hepautls inqui

LORNA MARTIN ¥ :«;-,

bA NUMBER of (li:gct'l:'lmem
eing investigated e Gen-
eral Medicil . Council'. after
complaints-that they broke .
guidelines by secretlg
patients forhepatitls without
their consent.

. MC, which can strike
off rs for malpractice, is
loo into claims that clini-

cians'knew NHS. pahents had
become infected with the virus .
years before they'were told. -

- 'l !
A spokecwoman for the
GMC confirmed that an inves-:
tigation was underway into the
issue of howpanentswa'euee&
ed for blood-bomne diseases. ;-
. “We will ook at the ¢ com-
plaints and, if we; have found
‘that there i3 ev1dence of pro-
fessional mlsconduct, we can
take it to'a firial public hearing:.
This can lead to-a'number of
outcomes’ including -erasuré
from the register,” she said.* --
i - i chairmanof
the~Scottish Haemophiliacs’
The news comes a month  Forum, said it was an issue that -
after police- completed their - hadaﬁecmdmostofthe people
investigation into the ,NHS infected. RERE AL
blood mix-up-which left hun- ~ He said: “Most haémophili=.
dreds of Scots infected with acswere not told until into the
HIV and hepatitis C in the . 90s. From the'late*70¢' they
1970s and 80s: Theirinvestiga- .were testing us: wrthouttéljing-
tion could result'in jail sen- ~ us,. Ieavmsus unable,
tences of up to 10 yéars foroffi-  informed choices.” 5" "’"z~ .
cials responslble for‘the - He haswritten to the Scot-
blunder. -~ . tish Executive, urging th egov‘
There are believed ‘to be .-ernment to stop “pussy foot- |
abouit 365 haemophiliacs still  ing” dround‘and to implement. |
alive who were infected with + the findings of ari.expert gro
hepatitis C through treatment chaired by Lord: Ross, wlnuﬁ
on the NHS in Seotland, anda recommended conipensation
further 800 su.rvxvlnﬁpatlents of up to.£89m be paid 1o these .
infected throug blood', who “contracted . hepatitis -C
ions. A * . through. contamimlted NHS:.
Haemophihacs and other

blood products. 51 T
patients are still fighting fora Dr Charles Saunders, chau' ‘
public inquiry into the affair.  of the BMA's ‘public health

Hepatitis C is classed along-

committee in"Scotland, said:
side HIV as a serious.commu-  “It's certainly not right giving
nicable_disease, and medical . them the results in an insensi-
guidelines say that doctors & I thm.k~you have to,.
acceﬁt ie fact that things were

done differently in the past.”

before testing forit. " "

rqpments "Should
: qpapted for adultsto

- different conditiéns; have'so
-far undergone'the uuectxon

R, L..,-‘iy-'..%,,._

fBrealcthrough’
haﬂed by

s succéssful operation was ona

’ six-week—old boy last Séptem-

. ber; say the’ techmque will al- -
‘low fa.r better. iise of dtgnated :

. livers, elther as’ whole 0

such tmnsplantintheworld’oo
.use-only frozen cells. .

- The ability 16 : ﬁ‘eeze “ells
known as ;pegamcytes could
mean thé development of a .
“bank” that eould- stockpile

. cells for useas a.nd when they

sees no reasonwhygh'“

" Four babies; suffering three

treatment at: ages.’ ranging
from two days 1 three years.
One was effectively kept alive.

-untllhewasblgenoughforan

organ-transplant and a syit-

_able match could be found

while the hope is that the oth-_
ers’ livers will regenerate ina
way that-means that further

. majorsurgerylsunnewssa.ry

‘Another boy came from a
family who had a.lready lost
one child becauseof a missing -
blood clotting factor normally
produced by the liver, and had
another 'Son ‘who needed:a syn-
thetic version of the substance
known as factor 7 injected
daily through a vein in the
neck at the cost of £700a time.

But. doctors-identified the

"lack of factor 7in the third son

‘before birth and gave him
three indectxons of hepatocytw
when he was: six weeks old. .
This has so far reduced his
need for synthetic factor 7by
80% and doctors hope aniother
injection will mean that soon
the baby, now eight monthS,
will not néed it at all:

All four babies — thiree boys

: Jection, but the long-term hope
“is that cells can be treaeedbe—

* Britain eachyéar, about 100 of

' ‘died 6r from; live donors who -
o donate part of their liver. -

tra.nspla.nted 1w:tl:hin 16 ta'17
‘hours, but using cells culled
from parts of ‘the organs that
-are not uged”

‘trogen. should preserve ‘them

_ageatKing’s. T

’tha.n aweek ago.

_ that it was too early.to Com- . |

andagul — will still need to
take drugs for the rest of their
lives to cornbat the threat 6f re- -

fore they are imecl:ed. )
Fewer than 700 people un-
dergo liver transplants-in

them cthdren There’ maybe .

upto 150 yeople wa.iting fora

suxmble atanyc onetime.
The King’s team, whose first

from’ peoplé who, have just

Donated hvers ‘have to be

h‘a.nsplants -
should ma.ke far better use:of
scarce resources; In add.ition,
putting spare cells in hqmd ni-

for- when ‘they-  are  most
needed,ﬁo%survtvesﬁchstbr-

- The mlectxons, through the
umbilical cord for children’ -
just'a few days‘old or direct .
1nto the hver ‘only take 30to

ihinuts mstead ofthesixto -
eight. hours for whole trans-
plants.The fourth child un-
derwent the treatmbnt less

" Anil Dhawan, asbeméhstm '
children’s liver disease who' |
heads the research team, said - -

estpperation but:added:*ALl

are-dping
yvell‘nndwithout & Hepatoy -
%ipjecuons oneofthecb}t— :
n: would: certa.mly haw ;
dieg: :

'Etechniquedbee'gﬁo%
ong-térm siiceess then: 20z
mmﬂdren davoid et

: p :

o

|
|
.méent on the suceess of thelat: }
I
i

yatientscanbe .
a.ndhquuickly iy i

SoclotyGumdlan cout/healm
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TARA WOMERSLEY
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

COMPMINIS that doctors knew
NHS patients had become
infected with hepatitis C for
ﬁ before they were told of the
are bcmg mwsqgat¢d by -

‘Ahe:General M .
4-xThe:GMC, whlch is tesponsx-
,b[g for stnkmg off doctors for
%maipracuce, islooking into pro-
cedures in-which patients were
secrctlytestcd after conl

the virys-in the early 1980s.

- Jtis also all that patients
dxd not give their consent for
the hepatitis C tests .and were
unaware that they were; being.
g mm%bmwm"
365 haemophiliacs still alive
wiio were. m?ectrd with hepati-
tis, C-through treatment-on the
NHS -in Scotland.and a further

patients infected

800 surviving
'tbough blood transfusions and

tissue transfer. The GMC inves-
tigation iz also likely to look into
procedures for patients

who became infected with HIV,
.as well as.asking. whethet
“counselliig services were made

‘available.

A spokesni#n for the GMC -
said:. We have recmved;
“complal,m; with fegards to.the -

treatmény of patients with
‘hepatitis C and we are looking
into the actions of.doctors
responsible forthe treatment of
blood-bome diseases.

*We have taken in the sub-
stance.of the complaint and will
be looking at all the issues
sum'oundmg it but as yet, no
detision hds been made. ¥

",Wc"da have set guidelines,
gavem pldce a few years ago,

to be followed These have
changed a lot since the 80s and
we would' be fooking at the

gmdelmesandstandardsatme .

‘time Of tréatment.”

The GMC states that health .

pmfcssxonals 'must obtain con-
sent before testing for a serious
communicable disease”.

The guidelines continue:

“Some conditions, such as HIV, -

‘have serious social and financial,

as well as medical, implications. .

- In-such cases, you must make
‘sure. that the patient is given
K pmpnate ormation about
 implications of the test'and

Of(e,\e CAQ\'\
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‘@ Doctors stayed silent @ Now medics face
‘f6r'yéars, say patients

that’

investigation by GMC

appropriate ume to consider
and dlSCllSS them.

1980s.through NHS blood
products when he was being

trcatcd for haemo luha at

ened i !S tha peo
tested and’ then' were. not told
the result for 3 years, In-my.casg,
_my.mothier was not. told: that T
had hepatitis C antil 1994, wheni
I'was 19 years old, but I have
-found out that I was first tested

 foritaround. 1985,or 1986. And -
.1.was' told that T had

-althou,

HV a yeasbeforcthedp

tors told us about the hcpadﬁ.s (5

" they had still known ‘about.this

for.some time. It seems that. 11"‘

was hospml pohcy Dot to tell

ople and this appears to have*

ed en masse.
I was probably infected:

when I was-about: five or six-
years old, but by not telling me*

that[ was mfected, other people
could have beén.

example my
at school if Lhad a nose bleed”

plewere_,

ut at risk, for -
ily or teachers’

i GRO-A i 5 5,
contrac!rd hepatitis C durmg a
‘hysterectomy in 1979 but: was
not told she had the virus. until
more than 20 years later. She
said: “I. was tested without my
knowledge and without my
consent, and was not offered
any counselling when I was told -
Ihad hepatitis C.

“I went to see a copsultant at
Inverclyde in 2000 because I
had broken veins in my feck. -
Three weeks later, I went back
and he asked me if I had ever
had a blood transfusion and I
said that I had one when I had
the hysterectomy. Then I was
told that 1 had hepatitis C. |

“At the time I had not even .
heard of hepatitis C and had to
go to the public library to find
out information about it.”.

A spokeswoman for the
Scottish Executive said it would

_bc mappropnate to: tommcnt '

! e G ,y; e
SMG
A P
tive. Supenntendent Stephen’
‘Heath, of Strathclyde Police, ;
Alookmg into- complaints that '
hundreds of haemophiliacs con- .
tracted hepatitis C.from infected
NHS blood products, was
handed in to officials at the’!
Crown Office last month.

Prosecutors, are currently’
deciding whether there should
be a full investigation into the -
matter and, if so, the extent of :
the. investigation which’ could
lead t6 the questioning of doc--
:tors and health service officials. .

The Executive has stated it is
willing to pay £20,000 to people
who contracted h atitis C on
the NHS,.with a furt er £25,000
if they have developed chronic
conditions such as cm:hosns or”
cancer of the liver.

However, it is unclear ¥
whether such payménts are a
devolved matter and even if the
Executive was to make them,
Westminster could “claw: back™.
the money with reductions m
‘social secunty beneﬁts

Doctors ‘secretly tested
patients for hepatitis C’

The General Medical from some of the 5,000
Council has begun an haemophiliacs infected
inquiry into whether with the hepatitis C virus
doctors broke medical through NHS blood
guidelines by. testing - clotting concentrates in
patients for hepatitis.C the 1970s and 1980s. .
without getting theu' Accordingto the
‘consent. " Haemophilia Society,
It will investigate many people were tested
- complaints that doctors _by doctors for the disease
- secretly tested withotit consent. Many
haemophiliacs for the learned they were infected
potenéﬂy Te-threatening  years later. .
virus but failed to pass on © _ The GMC inquiry. is
. the findings. likely to cover.doctors in
The allegabons come - England and Scotland.
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HIV and hepauns C through
‘contaminated blood products
while receiving treatment for
hacmop_}_r;}r_a on the NHS.

Mricro-Alis now fighting to
find answers as to why the Fac-
tor 8'clotting agent he received

“was never properly screened,

why his family was not told
until he was 14 that he was HIV

positive and why he was only
told that he had hepatitis C
when he was 19.

*. Although he was a bright -

child at school, MriGRO-A}
dropped out shortly after his
Ggrades and, in his words,

“went off the rails”.

Since then, he has, with the °
support of his famlly, managed -

to sort himself out and'is focus-
ingon campaigning for the jus-
tice that he believes is severely

lackmg for haemophiliacs :
infected with contaminated

‘blood on the NHS. .

He said: “I was about a year-
and-a-half old when the doctors
‘realised that'I'was a haemo-
philiac. I was treated at Yorkhill
Hospital in Glasgow and was

given Factor 8, a clotting agent,

that was unported from Amer-
ica and was contaminated.

“It is likely that I became -

infected when I was about five
years old But I was lucky, as my

“health was relatively OK, and I -

grew up as normal child |
“It was not until I was about

14 that I found out I had HIV, .

but the doctors knew for some
time before this. They made
everybody who became infec-

ted with HIV sign a waiver for -

compensation if any other
viruses.were found If one per-
“son did not sign, nobody would
receive compensation, so it was

emotional blackmail. I then was -

told when1was 19,in 1994, that

Thad hepatitisC, but have since :
found out thatIwas tested forit .

in 1985.
“l had my wholellife ahead of

'me when [ found out that1had -

"doom:

HIV, a'nd it wés completely‘
ruined T was just your average -

kid, but at the time there were
all these adverts about AIDS on
the teIeylsron, ‘which were all

d*_-gloom, and | Just
wenf off:theitails. L .dropped otit

'of school and completely lost

mterest ucation, because

.when:ygu. think 'you 'have just
“six months Ieft to live, you ¢ do
“potdare. .~

: “My dad ‘worked abroad and
'had to.c

faé home and my
& obvrously affécted
t_ire_n told'that] had.

yauus,C, ‘the doctors-also
played it dewn. They told.me

-playe
~‘$hat “people lived with i€-for
‘years, which; ges they canmdo

utitcan be a fatalillness andin
most cases kllls people”

Mr {GRO-Ai is NOW unable to

‘bécause of his health and never
7 knows howha will feel from day

. He is-ingry that dottors

A-coul have: put his family at.risk

if they knew about his condi-

-don s some years before telling

i
Hesaxd."l‘hewholednnglsa

;'\Vhen you think you:
have just six .
;_mpnths left to live,

,:fth< results fotyears and this
“seeins ‘to; have-happened right
~4erosé the'country: And thisputs -
other people 4t risk, for e)mmple E

sexual ers, Or any-
that they may-have. I spoke ! to

.one woman whose husband

died-ten years ago but shé did:

not find out that'he had hepati-

The SCOY&\MO\\/\ ¢ls /DB
edo ctors knew that I Was
/er told me’

tls C unul earlier this year." .
The: Scottish Executrve has
stated it is willing to pay £20,000 -
to patients wh contracted hep-

atitis C on the NHS, with an addi-

stional payment of £25,000 if
they: have
onic” -condifions, -such as'.

gone on to develop

cer of the liver or cirrhosis.

iHowever, it-is, unclear whether
stiie- Executive’ has the power to
;i.rnakesuch paymen(s orwhether' :

the 1ssue is a reserved matter
Even if the payments are a -
devolved issue, it is feared. that

the money by stop

sogial security benef
i GRO-A

Bay, ‘contracted hepatitis.C while

receiving a: blood transfusion

a- hysterectomy in 1979
‘dt Irvine Central Hospital But it *
“was not until iore than 20 years

‘later she found she had the virus
when she saw.a consultant.at
Inverclydc Hospltal about
broken veins in her neck.
Although she ‘was told she
had the yirus oncé results came

' Westminster” could : “Taw-back”
mg certam :

f Wernyss A

back from the laboratory, she -

said she was unaware she was
being screened for the virus
until she tested positive. * %

_ Mrs{_GRO-A isaid; “At’ thp

C and had togo to the public -

library to find out mformanon
about it.
“In 2001, 1 had-an AIDS fest,

which was negative, pnor to -

taking partin a drll:igs trial, but
although I was told about the

‘was told I had hepatitis C.

. “The doctor had originally
suspected I had hepatitis C-
"because 1 had redness in the

+tést, I.was not. offered coun- -
selling for either this or when I -

"the 1980s and was involved in ;'
'counselhngforHNtests Sheset |

palms of oy hands and because
of the ' neck. But 1

-up the action group for haem- ¢

ophiliacs, based in Newcastle, J’

‘er-her husband, {GRO-A! I
1

w1th hepatitis € andHIV,

She said: “There were. gulde— i
linés putinplace for HIV.testing | i
and these shouldhave been | i
followed for testing of hiepatitis -
C. People have the right as to
what they want to know orwhat
théy do not want to ¥now and
the implications’ for treatment

" are enormous. There is a whole 1

human nght.s xssue here
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Cold virus rids mice of brain cancer

.ﬂm Radford Scienq:eedrtor

In an expenment that may
have implications for cancer
treatment, American -and
‘Spanish scientists have used
‘the common cold virus to erad-
wate brain tumours in mice.
They:.report. today in the
Journal of the National Cancer
Institute that they chose 'an
adenovirus — a virus of the
respiratory tract — which tar-

* gets only cancerous célls, and

which spreads like a wave
through malignant glioma, the
most lethal form of brain
cancer.

They injected it into labora-
tory mice implanted with
human glioblastoma tumours.
Untreated mice died in three
weeks, but treated mice sur-
vived for more than four
months. When they examined
the survivors, investigators

. found only empty cavities and

. scar tissu&c where the. brain.-

tumours ‘had been. :
“We believe this therapy has
a lot of potential, but one that
needs much more study;” said
Juan Feyo of the University of
Texas MD Anderson cancer
centre. “We've never seen this
Kind of response before with
any other treatment tested in
either animals or humans.”
The US National Cancer
Institute is to produce a drug
to test in humans late in 2004.
The virus, known so far by the
clumsy name of Delta-24-

RGD, replicates only in cancer

cells, not healthy tissue.
It reproducssitself by killing
its host cells and moving on to

contaminate other . tumour -

cells. When there are no more
cancer cells to infect, it dies.
As there Is no successful
treatment for malignant
glioma, the researchers have
in effect turned an unstop-

pable infection into a weapon
against an incurable disease.
“Cancer can be devious, in

‘that it does everything possi-

ble to evade destruction. But
viruses are equally tricky in
their quest to invade cells and
propagate,” said Frederick

* Lang, one of the investigators.

“In this experimental war

" between cancer and a viral

therapy, the virus won. Of
course, we hope to obtain sim-
ilar results when patients are
tested, but we cannot predict
such success based on animal
studies.”

Viruses hijack their hosts’
DNA to multiply. Cancer is
above all a DNA disease, and
the cancer genome project in
Cambridge has found more
than 100 genetic mutations
associated with cancer. The
reasoning is that if humans
can identify a cancer cell by its
DNA, then so can a virus.

NESEE

L mmem e

Emvestlgate |

“‘secret
testmg

,BYShlrley English

AN INVESTIGATION £
under way into complaints
that . doctors “broke - medical’}
Ftudelms by ‘testing. patients.
‘or . hepatitis'. C -without'their..
consent.

The inquiry is being carried
‘out by the General Medical"

Qoumcil (GME);: the doctors’it
ibverning body.::r*

LG ST R
~:More than 100 complaintsr
ifrom’ - haemophiliacs:in:: New: -
castle, Birmingharh, Manches-
ter: and ‘Worcestershire -have

-beer submitted-against named

.consultant ‘haemotologists . té
the GMC. A further 200 com-
plaints are expected from hae- .
-mophiliacs - in Scotland, who
were infected with hepatitis C
and HIV through infected
NHS blood products.in the..
1970s and 1980s. Ihsatlma ¢
that more than 3,000
philiacs were mfec’fed.

TTTGROA 128, from.

Inyerness, contractéd HIV and .
hepatxtis C as a-child durmg

hilia. He-
“claims'that he was :
eti'for hepatitis C'in 1986, but“
‘hisimother-was ‘et told. that:,
he -was infécted -until_1994
whén he’was 19, MriGRo-A
said: “People were tested with-
out their knowledge and then
were not given the results until
years later, which put our fami-
lies at risk of infection too.”
Haemophiliacs are demand-
ing a public inquiry. In 1991
haemophiliacs infected with
HIV - thropgh-“+contaminated.:
_NHS blgod, were offered gov-
ernmeiit compensatmn. onthe
condxtlon .that they: g gned a

waxver ruhng out: future

with_any Sther vrrusa- :

who:
signed:,the ‘waiver,. “unaware
that he haq,,\tsgpg

A spokesmah for t.he GMC
said: “We-will look at the com-
plaints and if we have found
that there is evidenice of profes-
sional misconduct we can take
it to a final public hearing. '

“This can lead to a number
of outcomes mcludmg erasure
from the register.

4. .GROA l. 43, .of..
mophilia Aetion: UKy said: "It
could-end up that' haemotolo~’
gists from every regional cen-
tre across the UK are\mphmt-

C from contaminated blood.

Researchers have proposed
an altered HIV virus for gene
therapy in haemophilia, cystic
fibrosis and heart disease.
Other teams have experi-
mented with bacteriophages
— viruses that prey on bacteria
— to defeat antibiotic-resistant
infection. Cell biologists ex-
perimented with an altered
virus to deliver growth factor
to wasting muscles, and mu-
tant common cold viruses
have been used to shrink tu-
mours in prostate cancer and
head and rieck cancer.

But most experiments have
been with mice, and most are
rated only “promising” so far.
The cooperation between the
University of Texas, the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birming-
ham, and the Catalan cancer
institute in Barcelona, Spain,
has achieved more than that.

guardian.co.uk/medicine
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Probe into hepatitis testln C
A number of doctors are ‘
being investigated after
complaints that they broke
medical guidelines by
testing patients for
hepatitis C without their
consent.

The inquiry is being carried out} 5
by the General Medical Council infection occorred in the 19705 and 80s
(GMCQ).

Haemophiliacs, and other patients, are fighting for a public -
inquiry after thousands of people were infected by
contaminated blood products.

They allege they were secretly tested for the life-threatening
virus, and only told they had it years later.

Hepatitis C Is classed alongside HIV as a serious
communicable disease, and medical guidelines state that
doctors must get a patient's consent before testing for it.

During the 1970s and 1980s more than 3,000 haembphiliacs
or their families were infected with hepatitis C, which can
cause fatal liver problems.

'At risk’

About 500 haemophiliacs were infected north of the border
through tainted blood products, along with some 200 other
patients.

A Scottish haemophilia action group said that most of its
members had been tested for hepatitis C without their
permission.

Some of those involved also claim that they were not told the
result for four years or more, by which time their families
had been put at risk.

The GMC is now ‘stigating &% Ithink you have to accept
complaints against several the fact that things were done
doctors in Scotland and differently in the past 9

England.
Dr Charles Saunders

" British Medical Association
A spokesman said: "We are

looking into the issue of the way patients were treated for
blood borne diseases.

“"We will ook at the complaints and if we have found that

there is evidence of professional misconduct we can take it to
a final public hearing.

"This can lead to a number of outcomes, including erasure
from the register.”

Dr Charles Saunders, the chairman of the British Medical
Association's public health committee in Scotland, said it was
a "very disturbing" story.

But he said: "I think you have to accept the fact that things
were done differently in the past.

Without consent

"Many doctors in the past would have done things that they
felt were perhaps in the best interest of their patients.”

He said it was "not right" for riatients to be tested without
consent or to receive results in an insensitive way.

Asked whether such practices had now been eradicated, he
said: "I think it's very difficult to say never.

"But one would hope that with the training doctors have
received and the different behaviour that patients expect
these days that this sort of thing should hopefully be a thing
of the past.”

Earlier this month the Crown Office in Scotland revealed that
it was investigating circumstances around the prescription of
contaminated blood.
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