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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

, WRITTEN STATEMENT OF ROY GEORGE RENCHER 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 3 July 2019. 

I, Roy George Rencher, will say as follows: - 

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is Roy George Rencher. My date of birth and my address are known 

to the Inquiry. I am married and have three children, two boys and a daughter. 

I used to work as a sales representative and I am now a driving instructor. 

2. I intend to speak about my father, George Fredrick Rencher, who passed 

away in October 1984, aged seventy, after receiving an infected blood 

transfusion. 

3. In particular, the nature of his illness, how he became infected, how the illness 

affected him and led him to a sudden death, and the impact this had on my 

family and me. 

4. I confirm that I have chosen not to be legally represented and that I am happy 

for the Inquiry Team to assist me with my statement. My sister Georgina Ann 
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treatment was prescribed; my father did not have to take any tablets, only 

transfusions. 
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dead. The cause of death on his death certificate was septicaemia. However, 

to this day, my family and I have never been told why my father developed 

sores on his body and why he passed away so quickly. 

15. Later on, when AIDS started to come out in the news, my sister Georgina and 

I started to wonder whether he had actually contracted HIV as a result of the 

contaminated blood transfusion he received, as he seemed to have the same 

symptoms as people dying from HIV were showing at the time. It was really 

uncanny. 

16. To the best of my knowledge, my mother, my sister and I were never tested 

for HIV or Hepatitis. My mother died of a heart attack aged ninety. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

17.To the best of my knowledge, I am not sure which type of infection or 

infections my father contracted through his contaminated blood transfusion. 

Section 4. Consent 

18. My father consented to receiving blood transfusions, but I do not believe that 

he ever received appropriate information, simply because he would never ask 

any questions. 

19. 1 do not think he was ever told that his blood had been tested for any 

infections, and as such, never consented to this. 

20. To the best of my knowledge, I do not think my father was ever tested for the 

purpose of research. 

Section 5. Impact 

21.As mentioned above, my father developed extremely painful sores all over his 

body. I visited him regularly in hospital, and I can remember him complaining 
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about the wounds. He was also a bit of a proud person, so it was difficult for 

him to see his body in that condition. 

22.On one occasion, I asked him to show me his wounds. I was staggered and 

alarmed when I saw them: they were about two inches in diameter, 

completely open and red. They were all over his back, his legs and his face. 

They looked extremely sore. He was in real agony. 

23.At that point, he wasn't himself anymore and he was really confused. He had 

always been a bit of an introvert person, and he never made a fuss about 

anything but he seemed to know that he was going to die soon. One day, my 

wife, who was pregnant at the time, told him that the baby she was expecting 

was a boy; my father replied to her: "Why are you telling me this for? I won't 

be here": we were really upset by his answer. 

24. My father's condition and subsequent death had a great impact on myself and 

on my family. The fact that we never knew the cause of his illness, was very 

difficult for us. My mother in particular did not understand what was going on, 

and she did not know how to deal with the whole situation. 

25.After seeing the consultant from London, she asked to take my father home. 

However, this was refused to her as the consultant, without explaining what 

he meant with his words, said that she could have not been able to cope with 

his condition. She was really upset that she could not take him home and care 

for him herself. 

26. When my father passed away, I saw his body; nowadays I am not sure it has 

been a good choice as it had been very distressing for me. We were all 

devastated and totally confused by the mysterious circumstances of his death. 

27. He went from being a quite and healthy person to a dying man covered in 

sores and wounds. Everything happened so quickly; it wasn't like cancer that 

can go on for months and months; in ten months he was dead. 
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28. With hindsight, I wish I had been stricter about getting precise answers and 

obtaining information from the doctors about my father's wounds. I should 

have pushed them harder to find out the truth. 

29. To this today, it is difficult for me to think that I did not do everything I could to 

find out what actually happened to my father; I do not recall what his 

treatment consisted off, when he was admitted last into the hospital. 

30.After my father passed away, I talked about what happened to many people, 

as I still wanted to find out what had actually happened. However, I did not 

remember suffering any stigma as a result of sharing these events with 

people out of the family. 

Section 6. TreatmentfCare/Support 

31. 1 do not recall my father facing any obstacles or difficulties in obtaining 

treatment. However, I remember that when he was last admitted to hospital, 

he was put in a separate room in a side ward, away from the general ward; I 

don't know why this happened and nobody ever gave me an explanation. 

32. Neither my father nor I were ever offered any counselling or psychological 

support. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

33.As my father was never officially diagnosed with any infection, we did not 

receive any financial assistance from any of the Trusts and Funds set up to 

assist people infected with HIV or Hepatitis, and their families. 

Section 8. Other Issues 

34. I have not been involved in any litigation or campaigning groups. I have been 

asked whether I have any expectation from this Inquiry. I would like to know 

the real cause of death of my father, as I believe we were not told the truth. 
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I believa.thft_th.e.h •itedi this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 

Signed 
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