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Infected Blood Inquiry

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF : GRO-B

1. My date of birth is{ GRO-B :1939. My address is! GRO-B _
j GRO-B {1 am married to;___GRO-B___iwho has
also provided a statement to the Inquiry!  GRO-B :and together we

.......................

who was also infected with HIV and died as a result of his treatment for

haemophilia with blood products.

Section 2: How Affected
My brother, B_|
3. My brother,! B : was born on Eé'ﬁaié"hgw, My family was

living in Ireland when he was born. When he was a baby he got a mighty
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bruise on his forehead and our mum took him to the doctor. Our parents
were planning to move to England at this time, so the doctor told us to go
to King's College Hospital ("King's") when we got to England.; B iwas
diagnosed with haemophilia at King's College.

become available until he was a teenager. Before treatment became
available, he had an incident with a scooter and was off school for nine
months. The doctor told him to take aspirin, which is probably the worst
thing he could have done.

He was first treated with Cryoprecipitate in 1973 when he was 16 years
old. | recall that he received treatment from 15 donors. Following this he
began treatment with Factor VIIl. The records which | have recovered from

....................... \

i GRO-B iand | became aware of any issues
with the treatment was when news of HIV came on the 10 o'clock news.
This would have been in or around 1983. | was completely speechless
but once | found my voice | called my husband and said, “listen to this".
We were both in complete shock as it said that haemophiliacs who were

classed as severe would be infected., B land! S ‘were both severe
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11.

12.

13.
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himself.

Shortly after this, B _was told he had HIV. He was under the care of Dr

............................

and took it in his stride. | do not recall exactry when this was but; B
Records state that the date on which he was first positive for HIV was 2
May 1985 (WITN3786003). A document, Form AIDS/3, "Surveillance of
possible cases of AIDS Related mness" dated 2 April 1986, contained

withini B Records also shows that B iested positive for HIV on 2 May
1985. {WITNBTB&U 04).

on 15 February 1987 {W]TNS?BOOS] A second Form AIDS/3 contained
wﬂhln !Records dated 23 April 1987 and titled “Surveillance of

possible cases of the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)"
states that on that date, his full clinical diagnosis was AIDS. This form

shows that | B | had had symptoms of AIDS since July 1985
(WITN37860086).

..................

My eldest son,; S was born on GRO B1973. He was

diagnosed with haemophilia when he was three months old. He was
bruised and, having grown up wrth B I recognised the signs although |
did not want to believe that he had haamophnlla At that time, | did not

}was also under the care of

Dri GRO-D at ng s. He was |n|t|ally treated with Cryoprecipitate; he

.............................

did not like this because it was given mtrauenously.g__E__!sald that he would
be glad of it in the future. The records my husband has recovered from
""""""""""" :Records”) indicate that he
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
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began treatment with Factor VIl from at least 1977, as the records do not
go back any further than this (WITN3786007).

Initially we were open about the fact that; S ‘had haemophilia. As a

_________________

childi GRO-B italking about haemophilia.

When! S iwas about nine or ten, before we heard about HIV on the

news, he came out of school limping one day. As that was a sign that he
had had a bleed, | took him straight to King's College Hospital for
treatment. This was a regular occurrence, but on this occasion the doctor
said that he would glve —s__lablood test “to make sure they hadn't g:ven

...................

him anything else.” | didn’'t question this at the time as | had{ s
younger brother with me and had to keep an eye on him.

.............

.................

.......................
.....................

..................
.............................

document titled “UK HDOC Working Party AIDS Surveillance and HIV

Clinical Death Report Form" which was completed by Dr GRO-B

i death indicates that{ s !first tested positive in

following { S
October 1984 (WITN3786008).

S iwas treated at; GRO-B Hospital

When we moved to! GRO-B

| knew both B and iliver must have been failing as they were

both completely yellow before they died, however, Hepatitis was never
mentioned in relation to either of them.
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19. | S iRecords indicate that he tested positive for Hepatitis C in 1993

This became evident as part of a “look back” exercise conducted of his
records (WITN3786009).

20. As described below, my siblings and | were entitled to a payment from the
Skipton Fund in respect of| B ! therefore he must also have been

.............

diagnosed with Hepatitis C.
Section 4: Consent

21. | believe all haemophiliacs were tested for HIV soon after the news report
described above. However, my husband and | were not made aware that

S was being tested for HIV or Hepatitis C.

...................

22. lam notsure if. B iwas aware he was under the surveillance referred to

in paragraph 10 above.
Section 5: Impact

Impact nn B

23. In the mld 1980s, he began to show signs that he was unwell. He became
emamated and developed psoriasis on his elbows. At the time of his
dlagnoms . B was enjoying life. He loved cars and was in charge of a

car-parts warehouse. He played the! GRO-B and had GRO-B with
some friends and GRO-B However, his health

deteriorated gradually and he had tu gwe up his job. He also had to give
up GRO-B After B iwas diagnosed, he had a different
attitude to things. He became a person that lived for the present day.

...............

tltlad “Form/AIDS 3 Follow-up” dated 29 March 1988 mdmatas that this
commenced on 7 July 1987 and he showed some initial clinical

improvement as a result of this.
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25. Our family and his friends were supportive. His friends knew that he had
haemophilia and HIV; they were all adults and were understanding. He
never married but he did have a few girlfriends. The only time | can think

of that B experienced any stigma was when he was working in a

GRO-B itelevision shop and people did not want to touch the papers that
he had touched.

26. My husband and | moved from London to; GRO-B lin 1986, after B !

............................

27. | B idiedon] GRO-B '31985‘ at The GRO-B ;Hospital; he was 42 years

old. He spent the last week of his life there and all our family went to visit
him. His condition was dreadful; he was all tubed up. He was completely

...........

..............................

himself: that is the type of person he was. Our family was devastated when
he died; completely heart broken.

AIDS and haemophilia.

S

Impact on

i
-

......

29. When Swas about 11 years old he developed an awful dry cough
which never went away. Soon after his diagnosis his mouth was encrusted

with candida (thrush); the inside of his mouth was completely cream and

crusted over. | have to say he never complained.

30. We did not tell] s lfor years that he had HIV. He was at secondary

.................

31. He always enjoyed a laugh, especially with his brother, GRO-B Ewho was

......................

four years younger than him; they were always great pals. When they

6
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32.

33.

34,

35.
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ajoke and said ‘perhaps, S __igot AIDS". Afterthis] S __itold GRO-B |

________________________________________

to tell stories all the time and no one would believe what he said. We live

in a small village and there was a lot of stigma around HIV.

As a teenager he loved going out with his friends. He was very popular
and enjoyed a few drinks. He was never a moody teenager and was
always ready for a laugh. | do not think he ever told his friends about his
health problems. They knew he had something wrong with his blood and
they accepted that.

On one occasion he was in Ireland on his own and noticed something on

his neck. He returned immediately and | took him to see Dr;GRO-B{in

After school he went to; GRO-B |College to do a HND in Business Studies.
He then went to work at! GRO-B lini GrRo-B iand got on
really well there. | think he was only there for six months before his health

really started going downhill but he was given a couple of promotions
during this time and was working in statistics before he died. He liked his
job and was popular there. Wheni S Edied, the manager gave the

whole floor the day off to attend his funeral and they all came.

he developed a chest infection which would not get better with antibiotics.
The last two weeks before he died he was very ill. He did not want to see
any of his friends and told them that he was busy with his cousins who
were over from Ireland. This was not true; he was in fact in bed. His eyes
were blood red; there was no white in them, and he was completely yellow.
He could also barely breathe. We kept him at home, upstairs in bed,
although trips to hospital were required.
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| s died in hospital on{ GRO-B 11996 at GRO-B hospital.

.....................................

He was 23 years old.

Impact on the family

38.

39.

40.

...................

......................

only 19 years old at the time.

| have tried to deal with the loss by joining things and keeping myself busy,

however my husband prefers to be on his own.| GRO-B ihas recently had

......................

a son who has brought a lot of joy into our lives

My husband and | still do not tell people about the cause of, S ideath

and have asked to give our evidence anonymously because we consider

brother had haemophilia or HIV.

Recently | was joining a choir and when | gave my name to the lady who

___________________

..........................

not dare say anything as | did not want her to make the connection
between HIV and my family.

Section 6: Treatment/Care/Support

42.

................

time in order to receive dental treatment. | remember this as he always
had good teeth.

| have never had any psychological support to deal with my son and
brother being infected by contaminated blood products and dying as a
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result of this. My husband recalls attending one session but he did not find
this helpful.

Section 7: Financial Assistance

.............

attendance allowance from the Department of Social Security. After he
died, our mother got an ex gratia payment from the government.

44. My siblings and | applied to the Skipton Fund in 2011 as the Trustees of

................

King's College Hospital, attached to thei GRo-B _ Haemophilia Centre,

in relation to this process.

.................

...................

a teenager. He used some of the money to go to Ireland to visit his

cousins.

46. My husband dealt with the application process for the Skipton Fund for

of £50,000.

Statement of Truth

| believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

GRO-B

Signed _

Dated ‘24/ / a‘/ 29
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