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Section 2. How Infected 

3. I was infected with hepatitis C following a blood transfusion during a sinus 

operation in March 1985. 

4. In March 1985 I underwent a submucous resection of my nasal septum 

following a problem with my sinuses. I had a massive haemorrhage one 

week after the operation and received four units of blood. 

5. I was not told at the time about the risk of being exposed to infection from 

the blood. My transfusion was due to an emergency and ultimately it saved 

my life. 

6. In 2005 I was suffering with high blood pressure. My doctor took my blood 

to be tested. My doctor at that time was Dr  GRo_D  from the 

Anderson Medical Practice, at Argyle Street. A few days after I had my blood 

taken by the doctor, I received a letter saying that my blood had shown some 

abnormalities and I was to go in and see her. I did so, and she told me that 

my test results had revealed that I had contracted hepatitis C. I did not know 

what hepatitis C was. 

7. She explained to me that it was a blood borne virus. She said that the 

infection could be passed to others and told me to get Adam tested as I 

could have infected him. She did not give me any other information 

regarding hepatitis C. She did not tell me how to manage the infection. She 

appeared to know very little about hepatitis C herself. She then referred me 

to see a liver specialist. I exhibit a letter from Matthew Priest, Specialist 

Registrar at Gartnavel General Hospital to my GP discussing my diagnosis 

under WITN2276002. 

8. Adam went to his own doctor and told him about my hepatitis C and 

requested that his blood be tested. A few weeks later we returned to his GP 

surgery for the results. We were sitting in the reception area, waiting to see 

the doctor when the receptionist came up to us and gave Adam a letter that 
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was to be posted out to him that day. He opened it and it said that his test 

results had revealed that he had abnormal blood. I said to Adam that it was 

the same wording that had been used on the letter I had received and that 

he must also have hepatitis C. We both went in to see the doctor and the 

doctor confirmed that indeed Adam had been infected with hepatitis C from 

me. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

9. I was not infected with any other viruses other than hepatitis C as a result 

of being given infected blood. 

Section 4. Consent 

10.1 do not believe that I have been treated or tested without my knowledge or 

without my consent. I do not believe I have been treated or tested for the 

purposes of research. 

Section 5. Impact 

11. From having the operation in 1985 when I received a blood transfusion I did 

not feel well again. I lost a lot of weight and I had flu like symptoms. I was 

always fatigued and just generally felt unwell. Mentally I was depressed and 

put that down to generally feeling unwell physically. 

12. As a result of being infected with hepatitis C, I have now developed cirrhosis 

of the liver. I exhibit a letter from my medical records under WITN2276004. 

13.1 was under the care of Professor Mills the liver specialist at Gartnavel 

Hospital. He informed me that I had chronic hepatitis C and offered me 

treatment. He told me that the treatment would be for a year and I would 

have to self-inject Interferon and also take Ribavirin tablets. He told me that 
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I would need to inject the Interferon once a week and take four tablets of 

Ribavirin a day. 

14. 1 did not face any difficulties or obstacles in accessing this treatment, it was 

offered to me immediately. 

15. 1 was not made aware that there were any other treatments available the 

time. 
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20.The impact of me contracting hepatitis C ultimately cost my partner Adam 

his life. For many years we were ill and isolated ourselves from the world. 
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Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

24.1 was offered no counselling or psychological support when I was 

diagnosed. I do remember one of the nurses at Gartnavel Hospital informed 

me that there was a group of people who had hepatitis C who met together 

on a regular basis for support. I contacted this group, it was called, 'C Level' 

and was based on Queens Crescent, Glasgow. I remember the woman who 

ran it was called Claire. This group offered alternative therapies and group 

discussions. I went for over a year to this group and I did find it helpful, 

however, it was mainly a drug support group of people that had contracted 

hepatitis C through drug use. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

25.1 have received financial assistance from the Skipton Fund and also from 

the Scottish Government. In 2006 I received £20,000. Adam, also received 

£20,000. When Adam passed away in 2010, I informed the Skipton Fund 

and I received a further payment of £50,000. I also receive £2,225 per 

calendar month, this is from the Scottish Government. 

26.1 cannot remember how I first found out that there was some financial 

assistance available. I think it was from someone at Gartnavel Hospital. I 

was given a telephone number to ring and remember having dealings with 

Nicolas Fish. He sent me out some forms and I filled them in. It was fairly 

straightforward. In relation to my second payment of £50,000 I received a 

letter from the Scottish Government saying that I was entitled to further 

financial assistance. There was a form to fill in, it was fairly straightforward. 

I did not experience any difficulties or obstacles in applying or obtaining 

financial assistance. 

27.1 don't believe there were any preconditions imposed on the making of an 

application for financial assistance 
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28. 1 am grateful for the financial assistance that I have received, but no amount 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed 
GRO-C 

Gera 6ine Todd {Jul 15, 202010:51 GMT+1) 

Dated Jul 15, 2020 
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