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EN dlildten “ho " suffer

-from haemopbilia and
attend a special school suf-

fered headaches and dxmness

“after-: being ireated . with
4 Factor-8; a product of human

blood p)asma xmporled from

" {tened fears of the
{xisk ™ for Britain’s 4,000 re

| commerical companies

n of £5 a pint:

i nnssmg

| America.

The d:ildkcn,' ued between 9
and 14, are treated regulaﬂ;
the school at Alton, Hampshire

The side’ tﬂ'cds 'lu\e beigh-
* constant

tered haemophiliacs of infection
fram blood products made by
who use
paid blood donots to collect the

s <{plasma, -

Someolﬂubloodnsedto

bought " in
‘Americs for the “market pricg"

Imperis worth an esnmm.-d
£10 million of. Factor 8, the

factor in a haemao-
philiac’s Dblood, come from
America, Germany and Ausiria
in powdered form to supple-

~‘ ment the limited amount made

m Britain.- 2
Last month Sn- ‘George
Yonng. Under _ Secretary

State in the Depariment of
Health, gave warning of the
possible risks of hepatitis™
from imported producis, par-
ticularly from those made from
plasma supplied by paid donors.
Britain. cannot” make the 60
million units of Factor 8 needed

treat its haemophiliacs
beanse not enough plasma is
available through the National
Blood Transfusion Service aand
cash is a2lso short
The ten children afiected ‘by
sickness last month attend a

ﬁ'na Mayor Treloar College at
Alton. They complained of head-
aches after being given foreiga
made Factor B to stop blecding,
but recovered quite quickly.
Doses, which cost about 10p
8 uoit, are injected after beiog
mixed wilk water. Ope treat-
ment could cost more then £40.
Dr- _Touy Aronstam. the
schooT's director, who relies on
foreign companies to provide
two-thirds of the wneeds of the

school’s 40 boys, immediately

with Factor 8 ‘to stop bleeding.”

cal school attached to the

en“smk after
‘actor 8 doses -

Lly CATHERINE STEVEN

caocelled nﬂ orders of Factor
8 supplied by a Nottinghem
"a?any which imporled the
ct from America. “We
cmmdtnd the batch was con-
taminated in some way™, he
said. - .
Mr David Heath, managing
director of sPevuood Labora-
tories, which sells principally
Amentan-prepared doses of

§i5- Factor 8, sasd: “ A bunch of ¢

children mmplamed of a head-
ache. We checked with six other
units supjzhed from the same
batch and ng one complained
of soything.”

Mr Heath, whose mmpany is
testing plasma from p:

- -

Taa symploms y-of hudncben. mtl -
British d  Factor. 8,
althou, we.do oot have a pnd

donor system.” There might le H
a greater degree of risk !mn,‘
coxamerdgl produm Dr lban
sai

The National lnsm\ne tul
Biological Standards and Con
trol, which tests & foreigm
blood products Smported ly
Britain, - rejects * small
amount,” believed lo ba amut
5 per cent, of the millicns of |
bottles of Factor B lmmabl n
eacb year, .

C&mpnnies omal.ng 2.
Brilain maintain, that mmgm
tesis are carried out i~ +— =~en
higher standard than tnose
made in British blood *pn..lm
laboratosies. ]

cows to make Facior 8, og:
that there were some risks wn.h
imported products, particularly
from strains of hepatiis for
which thers are Do kunown
tests.

* But if we did away with this
material from abroad we would
have a lot of dead baemo-
philiacs on our hands,” he said.

A secoond "sus’pect batch ”
of Facior 8 was found in Ox-

of ford Jast moath. About a dozen
‘ people, including teenagess, who

‘;lllf etiend the Haemo-
entre attached to the
urclnll Hospital, Dxfora—ane

of Britain’s main ’ research

symptoms after being

Factor 8 made in America. -
The Oxford ceatre is one of

three in Britain which make

Factor 8. but its output is only

three million units 3 year, The

policY of d¢be director, Dr
rles Rizza, is to use * home-

centres—complained of similar

produced” Factor 8 to treat|-

children or new patients.

He “said: “I bdelieve tbe
National Health Service-made
froduct is cleaner. 1t is obtained

rom a smaller poal of donors
and there may less risk of
infections.

- *Buot it bas to be said that
there is still some risk, such

The main British production
ceatre is the Heslth Depart-
ment’s Blood Products Labora-
tory at Elstree, Hertfordshire,
which makes 13 million units
year.
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