AIDS AND BL”GD TRANSILUSTON

i Boelgenund Lo Bhe Becent Publieity

Thare hst boen e let of publicity about
ATDE 45 tha media recently, Ye thought
Ui d explain something about the
dise for donors who are vorried shout
vas

at it ~v @zsn for the G.T.S,

tial 15 .'\{I‘Q'? .
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zzquired immune deficiency syndrome
“nieh ie thought to be caused by an infec-
tisus agent, perhags a virus. So far the

cause is unknewn, It is a rare disease
but it can have sericus consequences.
than a person develops AIDS, the body's
iminune systzm btecomes abnormal and there
is 2 greal risk of serianus infections and
even czncer, both of which can be fatal.

Yhat zre the Svaptoms?

Fever, weight loss, enlargement of lymph
glands and recurrent infections are the

commen syoctams,

wihinallis

A5 has bein eccurring, Dnrficu’ar7y in

the USA, in zertain peaple vhs are

spparently suscestible to the dicease:

17 Homoasxunl men, particularly these

wvitn melliple partners;

2)

3) eerle with AIDS
tzd if the males

~

L) .itian immigrants to USA;

5) Hszamophiliacs - who may be more sus-
ceptibla cr moy become infected by
their use of 2leod products which may

. nave coma from o blosd donor with AIDS.
flast (but not all) es hawe sceurred in
the homasexual mz.i:. pspulation. Vhy this

should be is ret yet known., A small num-
ber of young children have been affected.

Has AIDS osccurred in UX?

The ansver is yes. So far only 2 fev cases
have occurred, and again these have been
in the homosexual male population.

Does this mean the UK is relativzly safe?

Ye do not know. The disease is spreading
in the USA and it is possible it has not
reaciied UK yet to the: some extent, If it
does, we may hwn2 many more cases.

€an it be Trensmittet' by Blood Transfusion?

It appﬂars it can. This might cause the

disease in peogle who are not normally at
;1sk It may have infected clotting fac-
tors that caused AIDS in Haemophiliac men
in USA .

Ye have not had anv dafinite cases of AIDS
in Haemophiliacs in UK. If the clatting
Tactor concentrate (factor VIII) can be
infacted, then czszzs could occur in UK
because much of the facter VIII is imported
to UK from USA,

The disease cannot oe taken lightly. Those
gztting AIDS may die, because thzy are more
SUSCEptLule to szrious infections and

cancer duz to their impaired immune system.

The Blood Transfusion Service is therefore |
concarned te try and step any chance of
infaction spreading oy blood transfusion.

Viem VS o QWS RT
Ye wart to ask people who may bz at i‘i!
from thz disease to svoid giving “lcod
until we hove a suitable screening test.

Hany doners alll rurﬂ|0L1 ve dig thie vith
P“p*tlti until w2 hod 'Llunniﬁ;ﬁkcsts

> the hcp"tlt_v vinu,
Vhose Blood Coulsd b o 11iah?

All our infurmubion sbout ab pielc greup

comes from tho USA, Hewever, until mor ‘
ia known about ihwe caouse ang spread cf

AIDS, wa would usk the folloving grouns

to refrain from donating Glosd:

m

1) Homosexual men;

2) Vomen who continually have multiple
. sexual partners;

3) Partmers of bisexual mzn;
4} “Anyone who abuses drugs;

5)° Anyone vho has been in centact with
a case of AIDS.

We hope that if we take precavtizns nov, i
we cen prevent the preblem of AIDS whicer
has becocme serious in USA.

kN

Remember it is a rare discase but an S
important one. ~
Thank you for your help, i
/‘.
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