MIS.001.0068

UK BTS/NIBSC STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON

- Mintes of the treeting held at WMBTC, Birmingham, on 19th April 1994 at 10.30 ari.

Preserit: Dr. F. Ala, (Chaitrnan) D, E. Follett
Dr J. Barbara (Secretary)  Dr. R. Miichell
Prof. R, Tedder

Apologies:  Dr. A. Robingson
» Dr. L. Williarison
(Dr. P. Minor)

1. The riiniites of the previous meeting were approved.

2. Matters drising: correction:
Item § of previcus minites; Abbott a:m-HCV ELISA-3 is still subject to further investxganon before

approval.

3. Matter's arlsmg' age da items
3.1

IT)rr Baxbéra was asked to produce an updadted position paper.on the quéstion of anti-HB¢
screenirig,

3.2,

¢ (See letter
_ f )i Dr Ald wﬂl wite to membexs to ask for siggested
questlons for audmng current confiftation, counselling and reférral pracuces

[

Professor Tedder wﬂI write t6 Dr. Ald to point out the lack of funding for HCV referrals and

33

It was rioted, however, that somne PHLS laboratories (e.g. Leeds and Birmirigharii) wefe
charging for HBV confirination.

The topm will be taken up at the riext SCTTT meeting and a forial afnouricemient of
arfangements will then be planned.

34: Lyme disease T
'Aliy questions’ articlé in BMJ tabled (enclosure D). - }
3.5, Dual anti-HCV ELISAs and PCR™
Deferred to rigxt méetinig, for presentation of Dr. Williarison's results,

Action

Dr. Barbara

Df, Ala

Prof. Tedder

Di. Ald

7
Dr. Williatason
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3.7.

38,

rece;ved enclosiire. E) ’

A pmtocol for 'fast-track’ evaltiation of potentially enhanced assays is unider dlscusm )i} For
any mod:ﬁed assays; this. will concentrate on confirmi : théi 10 impairmen
itivity and defection range. There shoild be consxstency between Scotush and Enghsh
poligies on this fatter.

With respect fo third generation anti-HCV ELISAs it was noted thiat the litest version of the
Murex anti-HCV ELISA (with an NS$ antigen modification) appears to be showing enhanced
specificity in trials at Edinbiirgh,

Syphlhs testmg

Referied to thie SCTTT sub-commxttee

Proposed study on testing pools of

The m it B E 1 and Colindale have joindy purchased - BBI
sefoconversion pa for t.lixs study Dr. Follett reported that oty the v 1y Weakest reactive
samples in séroconversion panels afe not detected at a 1 in 5 dilution; similar to the réport by
Pairy et al (enclosure F). Dr, Barbara pointed out that the proposed study will However,
includé experiments on testing pooled samples (including weakly reactive spécimens) where
thie volutie of sample diluent is proporﬁonately reduced to tike the pooling dilution irito

account.

' Although a European difective ifi 1989 specified that mdzvzdual saiiiples be tested, WHO have

3.9.

1,10,

not ruled out the testing of pools. if defiried protocols are followed. The committée felt that
theé propased study (for Wthh Protocols are in préparationy was worthwhile,

BacTalert study of bacterial contammatmn

- Regretfully; this study is now urilikely to proceed due to lack of fundmg - \
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MIS.001.0070

Action

Prof. Tedder
Di. Ala

In the meanume, Professor Tédder will ask to wrlte to Dr Ala revnewmg the data

Laurich Diagiostics have been told that & decisior awaits the complétion and firial analysis of
the Leeds' trial and consideration by MSBT.

Dr. Flanagai's interiin report was submlttecl (enclosure G). It was noted that thie repeatable- .
reactivé rate for the assay appedred to be operator dependent.

Dr. Ala will copy the Red Cross summary of screening tests used in Europe (provided by Dr, Ala
Professor Cash) to menibers.

4. Reference Laboratories

Pr essor Tedder has sent Dr AIa a copy of the‘ a‘nti-HCV conﬁrmatory protocol agreed wu:h the

D"r;.- Mortifiier

" y1 16 1
Hepahﬂs and HIV sub-commitfees.

Professor Cash asked 1f Professor Tedder’s document mrght serve as the basis for an SCTTI

Di: Ala will ,mf'c?ii'la'.té copies of thie Lond,on confitinatory p,m,tpcol_ to Conimittes members. Item 12.4 Dr: Ala
of the previous minutés (provision of a draft list of requirenients for confirmatory téstifig) to be
reévived by Dr. Mortimer: Dr. Mortimer

5. Trial of SD treited FFP
The MCA Has granted a CTX for this trial.

6. CJD and donor selection
Dr, Flanagaii liag talked to Dt Jaries who is seeking fuithier ififormation,

SCTTI and Trssﬂe Banks )
yill cofi Dir, Wagstaff about thie setting up of a Red Book® Coiiimiftee relating to Tissug De. Ala
also gathiering mformanon with 4 view to producmg gmdehnes or
8.

ot prec1pxtaiely prowde modrﬁed assay whrch mlght Jeopardlse overa]l antl-
(e.g. specificity): .

Dr. Al4.to write tom‘_;; ju
assessrent; also to Abbott and Murex, 1o inf i

Dr. Ala
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MIS.001.0071

Aétion

; .nda, following letters from several Dr. Ala -
fo ) _ it to all virises for which weé screen
should be co i tent w1th T ;ommendanc»ns from the commlttee for selection of doriors.

10. Irish iv RhD 1gG :
Dr. James i§ collatmg inforiiiation on this toplc Dr. Ala will copy her lettér to members. Dr: Ala
11. HBV contarmiriation in liquid mtrﬁgen
Brofessor Tedder's report was tabled (ericlosure H).

12, PTH:B cases reported to CDSC -
Dr, Ald G wiite to Dr. Heptonstall to ask about the extent and accuracy of reporting of PTH-B from  Dr. Ala

haspitals.
13. Post-teanisfusion inféction endquiries ' o
Lettér: fromm -tahled (enclosure I); Dr. Ala to carry this item forward fo the riext agénda.  Dr. Ali
14. HCV seraconversion in blood donors o
Dt. Barbara will canvass trafisfusion centres to obtaini data on this subject. Dr. Barbara

15. Date of next méeting
As the meétinig on 14th Jily 1994 has been cancelled, the next meeting will be at WMBTC,

Birminghaid, on 19th October 1994.

Dr. John Baﬂ]a,ra,,
Secretary, SCTTI
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