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Dated: 15th Aujust 2020

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF ! GRO-B

| provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry
Rules 2006 dated 25 November 2019.

i  GRO-B iwill say as follows: -

Section 1. Introduction

qualification in piano teaching and spent many years teaching pupils in
the home. | retired about five years ago, but | still play for my own
pleasure. | have been married to my husband!cros! for over fifty years.

other two who live abroad.

2. | intend to speak about my sister§ GRO-B: S

infection with Hepatitis C following a course of passive immunisation

plasma treatment for HIV in the early 1990’s. In particular, the nature of
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her illness, how the illness affected her, the treatment she received,

and the impact it had on my family and our lives together.

3. | can confirm that | am not legally represented and that | am happy for

the Inquiry to assist with my statement.

4. | wish for my statement to remain anonymous to protect the memory of

my sister and to protect her friends and family.

Section 2. How Affected

5. | was extremely close to my younger sister: S ithroughout our

childhood. We were both born in; GRO- B | during the war in 1944, and

S two years later in 1946, s iwas like my twin, even though there

were two years between us. We had two elder brothers and an elder

sister, but our family was in two stages and there was an eight-year

..............

$ iand | spent six years of our

childhood together. We went to French schools and both became fluent
in French. Our father's final post was inimé_ﬁaﬁ__'%when | must have been

around 11 years old. We spent a couple of years in;GRO-Biand then my
father retired and we moved back to the UK in the early 1960’s.

7. My sister and | went to boarding school in England and then went on to
university. | went up to Cambridge to study for a history degree in

1963, although | spent much of my time on choral singing and music,

which was my great love;GRo-Biand: S iwent to Oxford, but the rest of

our family went to Cambridge . s iand | remained close, however

after universityi s Ilfe started heading in a different direction to

mine.
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8. | met my husbanciGRo Bduring my first week at Cambridge and we

were married in 1966. l spent about a year working as a secretary at

the! GRO-B land we then went on to have three

sons together. We lived in London for about five years while the boys

were young and then moved to iGRO-B{in Kent near to: GRO-B civil

engineering work. After seven years we moved to:GrRo-BiLondon. The

boys were by then cathedral choristers ati GRO-B . They moved

back home to private school when they were 12 or 13.

9. While the boys were young | suffered from depression and migraine
and did not take on a job. After the boys left home | studied for an
LTCL Teaching Diploma and started teaching the piano in the home.

10. Emsmiand | were stiII very close while | was raising my children and we

................

whereas‘:____f____iwas free. We didn’t see each other very often, but we

kept in touch as much as possible; s was much loved as an aunt by

my children and their cousins.

11 s was probably the most high-powered academic out of the five
chlldren in my family. She was very beautiful, bright, and social — she

had everything! When: S went to Oxford she had an interview to

study Science but she told the interviewers that she wanted to study
English. She was awarded a Scholarship, and later graduated with a
first class degree and then continued her studies, obtaining a BPhil.

was a wonderful jOb and very hard to get, but she gave it up because
she didn't like teaching and wanted to be a writer. She didn’t take up a

full-time job again after this, but she wrote literary reviews for

magazines such as the! GRO-B land she also did

some teaching for the Open University. She just wanted to wnte S

was an idealist and she was very bad at compromising with hfe. She

WITN3880001_0003



Anonymous

didn’t seem to accept that most people wanting to pursue writing also
had full-time jobs.

13; S§ had no money because she was hardly working, but at some point

she bought a little house near§ GRO-B }with financial help from
the family. Our father died in 1972.

14.In 1984 'S brought out her first novel: GRo-B: It was a difficult read

and was not the kind of book that would hit the bestsellers list. She had
struggles with the publishers and | believe they went out of business in

the end. She continued with her literary reviews, and then in around

ifor some months to write her second book. This

was also a difficult novel and was never published.

15. I could tell from the early 1990’s, perhaps even the late 1980’s, that

i S !was looking unwell. However s idid not tell me about her HIV

.............

infection until around 1993. Soon after she told me herself that she had

got Hepatitis C from a blood transfusion (plasma treatment). The

information in this statement regardingi S i discovery of her

...................

infections was not known to me at the time. It was only from s ilater

disclosure, and a small handful of medical papers left with her estate,

that | was able to piece together how she came to be infected.

16.We have come to understand from a diary s ikept that she was

..............

.................

at this point.

17.0ur understanding is that: S contracted HIV not from blood products,

but from a partner.; S inever married but had a number of sexual

partners. She was in a relationship with an American lecturer who was
bisexual, for quite a long time and even moved to the United States to

live with him for a period. He had wanted to marry; S :but she didn't

want to. | later discovered letters about his male partner also

contracting HIV. Her diary suggests that he was diagnosed with HIV
4
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prior to her in 1986. She wondered whether she may have also been
positive at that point as she was ill with glandular fever.

..............

partner, but her diary suggests she wasn't sure he had infected her. As

we know she had a number of sexual partners, it is possible that she

may have contracted it from someone else.. s thad a whole group of

friends from the UK and the United States that were gay. A number of
them succumbed to AIDS and many of them died during the last five

years of s _|life.

19.As part of her treatment for HIV,; s ivolunteered to take part in a trial

of a new passive immunisation treatment. She was a very brave girl
and was game to try anything. We found a leaflet about the trial dated
November 1991 in some of the papers left in her estate
(WITN3880002). The leaflet explains that plasma would be pooled from
healthy donors with high CD4 counts and treated to make sure it was
free from infectious viruses. It would then be given to HIV1-positive
patients in monthly infusions. The purpose was to try and delay the

onset of AIDS by several years.

20.The leaflet suggests that the trial was being run out ofigro-B:Hospital,

however | am not sure whether that was where Si received the
treatment. We found a letter dated 30 May 1993 fromi____'-ﬁ____lto Dricro-siat
GRO-B | Hospital where she refers to passive hyper-immune therapy
being offered to her in the near future (WITN3880003). However, S
states in the letter that either the London Hospital or the Facts Centre

would be preferable locations for her monthly treatment, as the travel to

as the passive immunisation treatment referred to in paragraph 19
above. In view of the date lag it may have been a second trial of the

same plasma treatment.

21 s | letter demonstrates that she was keeping abreast of

international developments in HIV treatment and exploring all of her

5
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options. She was very interested in all the medical details as she had

June 29" — and there is, of course, the Berlin Conference in the interim
— | feel that | perhaps ought not to embark on anything new before
then, so as to give me a chance to review what if any my options may
be in the coming months. | imagine you will get in touch with me when
the passive hyperimmune therapy is actually about to be available.”
She was very well-researched and was not going into treatment blindly.

22 S ;Ietter is signed with the name% GRO-B i This is the

.........................

of a French literary work called GRO-B by
GRO-B This was published in 1980, and later republished as

a Penguin Classic in 1983.

received from Drcro-8iin June 1994 which suggests she was diagnosed
sometime before then (WITN3880004).

24 In the letter, Dri_gﬁg—_ﬁ_istates he hopes; s l{is recovering from her “nasty
liver problem” and goes on to discus;;ﬁé controversy around how she
may have become infected with Hepatitis C. He appears sceptical that
her infection could have come from the passive immunisation plasma
treatment as he states it is “meant to be treated sufficiently to be sure

of destroying all viruses and transmission of the C virus should not

occur if this process is done properly”. Dricrosialso notes that none of

the other recipients of the same plasma donations had gone on to
develop Hepatitis C. He concludes: “| must admit | am not at all sure
we will ever manage to prove one way or the other what was the cause

of your liver infection”.

............

is half accepting that the passive immunisation plasma treatment must

6
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have giveni s iHepatitis C. | don’'t believe that: s {used drugs or

drank excessively so there is no suggestion that; S icould have

contracted Hepatitis C through intravenous drug use or alcohol abuse.

However, we do know that she had many different sexual partners.

26.1 have no knowledge of what! s :was told about her Hepatitis C

infection and how to manage it. She was well-researched and | am
sure she would have known about the risks of passing her infection

onto others.

|f 's_thad two lives. One life was her family life where she was a
Iovely daughter sister and aunt, and then she had a second life with

fnends and dubious partners that we knew nothmg about. My sister

.........................

...........

told me that she had got Hepatitis C from treatment for HIV. | recall she
said something like “there’s always a risk and it just so happened that

some people got Hepatitis C from it".; s :told us not to tell my mother

or the rest of the family, which was very difficult for us. My mother was
well into her eighties at this point.| § _____ was very protective of her and
didn’'t want to hurt her.

29 GROBand | were very careful with what we asked | s iabout her

.............

diagnosis. We wanted her to enjoy the rest of her life. Once we knew
about her diagnosis we did everything we could to help her, but she

was still quite secretive.

Section 3. Other Infections
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30.1 do not have any knowledge of; s icontracting any infections other

than Hepatitis C from the treatment she received for HIV.

Section 4. Consent

31.1 am unable to comment on whether: S was treated or tested without

her knowledge or consent or without being given adequate information.

imémjnever discussed this with me.

L

been aware of, and would have consented to, any frials she

participated in.

Section 5. Impact

..............

very beautiful, but she looked very pale, her hair had gone straggly,
and she was very thin. | didn’t particularly think of HIV when | saw her,
but she did look very ill. During our final holiday at our cottage in

.............

underwent some treatment até GRO-BiHospital

..............................

for her HIV, she eventually ended up as a patient at Chelsea and

Westminster Hospital. In terms of the treatment; s ireceived, | believe

she was taking AZT in her final years for her HIV infection, in addition

to another medication. | am not sure what the other medication was as
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35.As for! S Hepatitis C infection, | have no knowledge of the

..................

treatment she received, nor when this started, but | think she would
have started treatment as soon as she was diagnosed. She would
have gone off and researched everything and would have been willing

to experiment different treatments. She was that kind of person.

36. | S | !never mentioned anything about liver biopsies or fibro scans,

although | think she was having liver investigations qu1te soon before

she died. After] s jdeath GRO-B husband GRO-B who is a doctor,

was told by the doctors treating s ithati § had refused to have a

biopsy.

37.0ne treatment that s ireceived, | believe for her Hepatitis C infection,

was blood transfusuons for variceal bleedlng | recall {GRO-B; husband

_________________

had a heart attack and died. Her death certificate states that the cause

of death was congestive cardiac failure, chronic liver disease, and

............

when her death was registered, but there is no acknowledgement of
this on the death certificate. | am sure this is because she died from the
Hepatitis C, not the HIV.

39.1 found out later from one of the nurses on duty that there was another

patient next door to; S im emergency, and so the doctors were

................

.............

her false name! GRO-B and so when she died the hospltal

had the dlfflcult task of tracking down her next of kin. | thlnk the hospital

had_ s address and managed to find a letter from {GRO- son the desk

............

ati s ihouse.
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...............

possessions as we thought they may be contaminated, but the nurses
said it was fine.

alive today. There were new treatments coming out for HIV from 1996-

97 and: s ]was right on the cusp of that. She was taking AZT and
hadn't yet developed full blown AIDS, so it is entirely possible that with
new treatment she would have survived the HIV. The passive
immunisation treatment was meant to treat her HIV and that's why she

embarked on it, but instead it gave her Hepatitis C.

and was such a waste.. S icould have been something really good.

She had so much potential and there were so many things she wanted
to do. Her diary mentioned all the things she longed to do if she could
live longer, including getting more of her work published and playing
the piano.

lot for literary reviews and knew some of the big names in literature at
the time. She was right on the edge of these literary circles because

she hadn’t experienced big success yet.

45. s iwas unusual and didn't fit a standard pattern. After she died her
friends said they remembered her laugh and her personality. When she

came into a room everyone would turn around and look. My mother

would always say there was a bad fairy at her cradle. She had 48

10
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years, and she did have a good life with lots of travel and a small circle

of devoted friends.

46.1 don't think that! s | was the marrying type or wanted to have

children, but | do think she wanted to be loved and needed the physical

element of a relationship. She was very close with her American

partner, and he wanted to marry her, but after living with him in the

United States she walked away. She did remain in touch with him

however, right until the end when he eventually died from AIDS. Her

diary suggests that she never told him about her HIV infection. She

could have told him, but she was so caring.

couldn’t have a sexual partner and | think she must have been pretty

unhappy. | do think she had a boyfriend at one stage, but when she

told him about her infections he backed away.

48: S

never mentioned anything about people labelling her or thinking

she was an alcoholic because of her Hepatitis C infection. She used to

tell people she had chronic fatigue and that was why she couldn’t go to

events. | don't think she shared much about her health problems with

her friends. They may have known about her HIV and Hepatitis C right

at the end, but | think she largely kept it to herself. It seemed from her

friends’ reactions at the funeral that they didn’t know.

..............

..................

from seed.

11
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50.In addition to the pain of Iosingi S ithere is also the hurt that; s

coming into the hospital to see me and giving me all of her sympathy.
That whole time she would have been holding in everything that was
going on with her. It is really as if she had a second life that we knew

nothing about.

51.0nceicro-8;and | found out aboutiL S !diagnosis, it was incredibly

whatever relationship we had with; S iif we had told the rest of the

family. It was awful foricro-siand |. My husband;GRo-B says it was like

being told something earth shattering and just having to put it in a box

and throw away the key.

52 S decision not to tell our mother was really misguided. She really

should have told her, although | know her decision not to was out of

love. Our mother didn’t find out about! S iillness until we were called

to go into the hospital on the night she died. It was an awful night and |

can’t remember exactly what we told her. | think we might have told her

that s ‘had HIV, and while she knew this was a blood disease | don’t

think she completely understood what it was. She was 88 at the time,
and while she didn’'t have dementia, she was confused at times.

53.0ur mother didn’t talk much about: S ideath but the pain for her was

and living abroad, but they Iovedé S dearly. At the time we told them

_____________

that! g :had died from HIV. We didn’'t know much about contaminated

12
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55, s igot on very well with the younger children in our family and her

death had a huge impact on them. She got on well with my first

cousin’s younger son, who was absolutely devastated. His wedding in

had to bluff that she was fine when she wasn't.

56 s :had been in a relationship with!

while she was at Oxford. He didn't know anything about

and what she went through, but saw her funeral advertised in the

paper. GRO-B

GRO-B

GRO-B ‘Obviously he was upset by, s

.................

death, but he didn’t have to upset us further as well.

57.0ur family was so close, and | have always remembered my mother

saying “family comes first”. To lose a member of the family so young is

devastating. Out of the five children in my family | am now the only one

left. My two elder brothers and my sisteré_f;_ggfjall became ill and died

within two or so years of each other.
particularly huge blow.

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support

GRO-B

death in 2016 was a

obtaining treatment, care and support in consequence of being infected

with Hepatitis C, nor HIV for that matter. She never made any criticisms

about the doctors that treated her. | also have no knowledge of whether

she was ever denied dental treatment.

13
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59.1 do know that{ S iwas referred to one or two counselling places in
relation to her HIV infection. | believe one of them was called The
Lighthouse, and the other may have been Positive Women. She
certainly found out what was available and would give things a try. She
was very intelligent and | know she found the counsellors not very
helpful.

60.1 have no knowledge of whether: s i{was offered counselling in

relation to her Hepatitis C infection, but | suspect by this point she

wouldn’t have been keen on counselling.

Section 7. Financial Assistance

61.1 am not aware of. s ihaving applied to any funds or trusts for

financial support in relation to her Hepatitis C infection. | think she was
in receipt of ordinary benefits from the Government, but | am not aware

of anything extra that was specific to Hepatitis C.

helped her ﬁnanciallyg s ‘wrote a letter tgGro-Biand | on one occasion

..............

saying she had no money and felt bad for taking money from my

mother, but that it was the only thing she could do.

Section 8. Other Issues

63.My sister s ‘was private both about her HIV status and her Hepatitis

C infection, but she believed in telling people things and would have
wanted to be a part of this Inquiry.

64.My purpose in sharing this statement is for the general good. | am not
looking for money or anything else from the Inquiry, as there is nothing

the Inquiry can do for me now. | hold the pain of my sister's death and

no one can take that away. | just want s iexperience to be part of

the Inquiry story.
14
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65. The important thing for me is that this never happens again. it has

i baliove thal the facts stated in this witness statement are rue.

Signed

Dated

affected so many people and never should have happsned. When the

Inquiry is concluded, { would like to see the report of the findings and

recommendations.

GRO-B

[SH. %ﬁ;f%@ Lo a0

5%
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Exhibits
Exhibit No: Description Date
WITN3880002 | Leaflet on trial of passive November 1991
immunisation treatment, published by
UK Directory of HIV/AIDS Treatments
and Trials
WITN3880003 | Letter from s 30 May 1993
GRO-B to Dricro8i GRO-B
Hospital) regarding availability of
passive hyperimmune therapy
WITN3880004 | Letter from Drioros} GRO-B Hospital) | 14 June 1994
to; s
m_'_'L-g'"m:regarding Hepatitis C
infection
WITN3880005 | Death certificate of S 17 March 1995

S
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