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IT'S HISTORY now. But it's 
important to go back to the 
spring of 1983 to remember 
what happened. 

In America AIDS. predominantly a 
sestualiy-transmitted disease, had 
reached epidemic proportions. There 
had already been 489 deaths. 
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alert the nation ,o what vas ~'ir" Î'i w COUNCIL SAID a„ n hospital died of AIDS, 
going on were firmly quashed ~r a 'THE SUBJECT was aria of tronnnttrd In the fashion I 

On May 1, 1983. t wrote a _ US~ serious concern and a proper drscrlbrd in Ilse article he so 
7"11 carefully researched story one for nowspaper Inquiry. t,90raaaly attacked 

that blood  blood 'r. The article eantalned Inaceu- And Dr Marton Mefooy of 
products killerAmong to imported from 1 raetes but, more Importantly, 
America could be mnAIDStantl- was in earavapanb 

the tarmerly secretive CDSC 
announced she expected 143 

nand with the deadly AIDS Presented 
alarmist farms net Iustia.d cases of AIDS In Britain by 

virus and that two by the avidence contained In ~i ood the end of the year — and pL7f 

D 
Wnphwer sufferers In It Ill headllna "NexoIt.N 

having AIDS ' i  using killer blood" was 
nmry t11Rn 400 nett near 

Risk 
The whiplash reaction b unacceptably sensotlonal.' 

MPs pledged Immediate the report was astonishing. 
Within boom of this news- action to atop homasexuats — 
paper dropping through that the story was alarmist warm suppressed In Britain at highest risk of contracting 
Ietterboaaa the medical _slab- and erroneous should be a lesson for the 
llahment had locked Its doors: The campaign died there future This is a story not 

AIDS — from giving blood. 
Heat treatments to aterUfae 

By the Lose other rtewspa- and then. Al" no one both- only of a tragic disease but of American blood are to be 

pars, seeking information for ered to telephone Cardiff has- a battle against the estebhah- brought in and then ore 

themselves, rang the Depart- pital where a matt lay dying meat — a tight for the Plans to ensure self-sutb-

ment of Stealth, a spokesman from AIDS, contracted via public's right to know and act clency In Britain, 

had been Instructed to Wes. treatment for haemophilia. in the face of danger. I am grateful for that —
name my story: The evidence No one telephoned the Bets- It must be worthwhile now 
Ia too slight for action: Mon- col Royal where to examine what happened in 

even though massy of the 
plans are vague and sti a ,Inllrmary

. se. U b only protect us day's national newspapers is- shopknepert GRO•A jhad UU case long as,' In the future. I am _ 
dported his words, suffer te`idISly - '71ir- ' more all for the future. gratelW that the headlines 

than a year from AIDS, It box ttaken two deah b 
Ilene_ contracted from a batch of force doctors and Whitehall to 

and newsllaahes an TV ate 
once again taking effect For 

Two days later the insportod bkwd. Be was later act the media 0 now fulfilling Its 
role again. And most by, I am 

SiaesnaphlW Somity eategorl. to We — but nobody said a Now could we have Stowed 

gaily denied The Ms8 on word. Nobody wanted to a national outcry to be grateful for the Warm at last 

Sunday reports that there alarm People. bridled 19 months ago? generated In Britain, 
But why didn't all this 

were two BrWsh AIDS via Tat, Warm U pretitetp what 
tine. The society sold there mess — and stiff In — seeded. Outrage haPDea belon? Because it 

was no cause for paN. Newspapers have a duty b 
day eminent alarm. I was accused by the It 11 a Question I have been 

was hoped the Pmhlem would 
Bo away without the public 

The next 
haemablo9lat Dr Peter Janes Press Council and others of asking since Dr Jones mach it being disturbed That. I fear, 

is the attitude of so much of 
made a mmptaint to the being 'eS^.fmln".The truth IS his peesoosal campaign to 
Press Council about the 'eon- my story was alarming. I dlettee me and this paper on the establishment in Hrihin 

antlonal and highly manger- Intended it to he. the Subject today 
I have re-read my article a1 

ated artiots, which started a I wrote it because the HIS expert advice mi'ralhly 
chain reaction not only in function of newspapers in an convinted the Pone Council May L 1933. It wok shocking 
this muntry but abroad'. issue of this kind Is to form —exports always know best 

the Publle opinion to exert Pees- — aNch ruled In March this 
But it was true. I would not 
now change a mingle line 

Not surprisingly media 
was effectively auleoeed. News- sure for action upon White- year that this newspaper had 

TV were led in hail and Oore,runent been wrona 
The ertroordinory ac[iUty of 

the last sere[ days has °Ina 
papers and 
believe that The Man on The scandalous way In But even while that was 

happening the Communicable 
crone too We for at least tiro 
tragic victims. 

Sunday had Los it wrong: which the (acts about AIDS 

MAY 1, 1911: Mall on receives complaint including nine deaths sera.n blood and _load Minister John Patton 
Sunday roparls doe• from or Polar Jones now keewn products neat year. In says warnings to hem.. 
pars el Imparting over YenutlenNlud• MARCH I1. 1114: Preis USA 70 people boon 9e1 seauah nil to give 
blood Irom U.S. Dentin. Caunep censors The AIDS Irem r.AIaml• blood will S. 'molted 
Co.laminalad wish AUG L 0H55 eonlirml 14 Mall an Sunday far .a stated Iranelusinea. and stronalh one d'. 
AIDS and reveals two known uses .l AIDS In ".xV.vae.eI and NOV tar Uprsae in 00.55 an..unc.s that 
aritlsh h..m.phlllac Britain. Five victims alormisi' article. Australia as three arltale's m.I. blood 
AIDS victims. hew. died. SEPT 1: AIDS virus Is babl.a die 

MAY L Geparlmool .1 AUG It 00.15 across I. Idemmed by British trans/salon 
alter labant.ry will hear 
tram treat Factor VIII sped-

Health slates, evidence circulalo warnings 10 doctors, known autn.sexual 
with uDj,_ 

mess from next year. 
ImprrN N American of danger 'no. a11ght bomoe.uals and drug OCT It Tell to screen ,_,_ 

/K immediate anHn', addicts eat to lie. his  limpiD for yllui NOV It GRO-A F.CIH VIII should !rid 
la, dl third i':ckSnt: by DL Into, MAY 4: N.amephllia bleed. d.vN.Ped N Mld.lesea AÌ bS, 

speclelisls deny r.p.rh SEPT 21: Bf.iiJsh., MsipHU. Now It AIDS The shins British NOV Iii AIDS spldomlc 
of tw. British victims he.mutpnlllaC GRO :AJ solo In Bruiser with h cusp 0ac Is con claimed N - now  elalms 

Irate AIDS. In arllairh with al — 'rt _e ca.M lam panic'. cao-n, disc N AIDS. u dead. 
MAY B P. Council OCT 31: 74 AIDS caws NOV t DHSS pr.mbes so NOV k Junlet Health deaths. 

DHSCO000352_0001 


