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BlOOd Bates to Begin Usñg 
New Tests for Hepatitis - C V 
FDA Also Allows AZT Use for CJiildren With AIDS: 

t es 
Blood banks will immediately begin 

_.:.: 
and 200,000 Americans annually, only: r 
5 to 10 percent of these cases at-using a newly licensed test to screen donated blood for the hepatitis C 

are 
tributed to blood transfusions. Other, ,1sourcea virus, the most _common s d0u infection- 

are thought to be shared drug'
needles and, some studies spread by tra;lsfusions, according to a 

statement yesterday by the American 

suggest, sex-u.al relations. The soatce of at least halfof the hepatitis C infections Association of BIood Banks, the Amer- 
is unknown. The blood agencies estimated that ican Red Cross and the Cormc>7 of Corn- 

tnpnity Blood Centers. 
; the new testing will prevent 500 to 

By some estimates, about 7,500 to 20,000 of the 4 million Americans 

5,000 new cases annually of transfusion- ' 1 
associated cirrhosis. The Food and '• re • 

ceiving blood transfusions annually de- 
Drug Administration approved the he-'
patitis C test Wednesday. velop acute hepatitis C. Officials said the new test may cut that number 

Yesterday, the FDA also approved' . of.. infections by about 50 percent 
use of the drug AZT to treat children
with AIDS. It is the only drug Hepatitis C, formerly called hepatitis Don•A, non-$, infects between 

that has .y 
been shown to extend the lives fadults -,I5o,000 with AIDS. I
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