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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

| provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry
Rules 2006, dated 17" December 2018.

I, GRO-B will say as follows: -

Section 1. Introduction

My name IS GRO-B and my date of birth |s GRO-B 1940, |

make this statement with the help of my wife,é GRO-B whose date

of birthis; GRO-B 1945, our address is known to the Inquiry.

For personal reasons both my wife and | want are identity to remain

P —

anonymous. We fully support the Inquiry and it's important thatEGRO-B=D s

story is told and that she has a voice.

| am a retired Engineer. | intend to speak about the death of my daughter

D who | suspect received contaminated blood and blood
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products during her treatment for Acute Myloid Leukaemia (AML’). D

was aged 12 when she passed away.
In particular | will speak about the nature of her illness, how the illness
affected us as a family, the treatment received and the impact it had on

her and our lives as a family.

I confirm that | have chosen not to be legally represented and that | am
happy for the Inquiry team to assist me with my statement.

Section 2. How Affected

6. As a young man | obtained a degree in engineering and went on to
work for various engineering companies; | was promoted to

managerial roles working for: GRO-B later to become

GRO-B  |When | moved fo Kent | was promoted to position of

GRO-B

7. It was whilst living in Kent that | met my wife! GRO-B:We married and
went on to have a son; GRO-B who was borr{gﬁa;ﬁ-"i 971. After the

birth of our son we moved to GRO-B iin Somerset. There, we had

our second childi D who was born on{ GRO-B}976.

8. In1983,aged 7, D Ebecame unwell.;GRO-Birecalls seeing her on

stage at Brownié—sm;;a-fhinking to herself that her child was fading

away.

9. After having a series of colds my wife and | decided to take her to the
doctors who initially dismissed her illness stating that she was just
getting over a virus.

10. My wife knew that something was wrong withi _______ D Eand asked for a

blood test. Our local GP performed the test and rang back quickly
after obtaining the results suspecting that§ D Ehad Leukaemia.

2
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11.

12.

13.

15.

16.

17,

ANONYMOUS

was taken to hospital in Yeovil and was quickly transferred to

Bristol Children’s Hospital at St Michaels Hill. It was there that doctors

confirmed her diagnosis as Erythroleukaemia, a form of Acute Myloid
Leukaemia. This diagnosis was made early February 1983.

My wife r and | remember details about Ds treatment, which are

described below.. D ireceived excellent care at the Bristol hospital;

...................

she was treated by Drs Tony Oakhill and Martin Mott.

These two doctors oversaw her care; they worked together as lead

which included chemotherapy and transfusions with whole blood,
platelets and plasma (Fresh Frozen Plasma).

session of chemotherapy the levels of haemoglobin and platelets in
her blood would reduce significantly. This resulted in her being

extremely pale and bruised.

10 days after the chemotherapy treatment she would usually be given
a blood transfusion and or blood product in order to return these
levels back to normal. At first she was treated by injections given
through a cannula inserted into her wrists. Later she was given a
Hickman line, which was inserted to make treatment administration

easier.

GRO-Biremembers that: D !also suffered with mouth sores,

presumably from the chemotherapy. Her reactions to the blood
transfusions varied but | do remember her suffering with the itchiness.
This reaction only happened during her inital treatment.

3
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D was treated in both Yeovil and Bristol hospitals. However there

was a lack of expertise in the Yeovil hospital, which resulted in a
lower standard of treatment than previously experienced at Bristol.
The staff at Yeovil did not have experience with using a Hickman line,
as at the time, it was a fairly new practice.

..................

recovered. She quickly began to look much better physically and her
hair grew back.

All the way through her treatment she was incredibly brave and
resilient; she was accepting of her situation.

In the summer of 1986 we returned to the hospital and saw Dr Oakhill,

he was generally delighted,: D :had had nearly three years with no

problems and as far as he was concerned D had passed the

unofficial time benchmark and was completely clear. After this she
had several check ups to make sure all was well.

__________________ 4 [ ———

However, in November 1987__959:?_?(new that

.................

she suspected that the Leukaemia was back.

GRO-B first realised thaﬁh_____'l_'-_’_ wasn't well when they were out in

Marks and Spencer's together, D had to sit down whilst:GRO-B

was paying for their shopping.: D s skin was tinged with yellow

and appeared waxen.

| called Bristol hospital who just thought:RO-Biwas being a ‘fussy

mother They told metotake D %o Yeovil Hospital in order to put

our minds at rest. It was whilst af GRO-B Hospit911hat blood tests were

....................
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taken which sadly confirmed within a few hours, that the Leukaemia
had returned.

The doctors sent, D _Eoff to produce a urine sample to ensure that

she was out of the room when my wife and | were told. The ward
sister said to us ‘you are right it's back’.

We recall that the first time; D was diagnosed, Doctors performed

a bone marrow test. However, the second time it was just a blood

..................

Hospital the same day to see Tony Oakhill.

GRO-B inoticed that! D :had a yellowish tinge to her skin. Tony

Oakhill decided to give: D ia blood transfusion during which: GRO-B

remembers her turning progressively more yellow throughout the
treatment. She remembers saying to the doctor that something wasn’t

remember the doctors telling me it was Hepatitis. My wife recalls the
doctors explaining to her that it was a very rare type of Hepatitis but
couldn’t remember what they had called it; she presumes that they
must have been describing Hepatitis Non A Non B. | had a memory
that they said it was Hepatitis C. After all this time | cannot be certain.

The doctors treating D Ewere absolutely perplexed by the situation

GRO-D
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GRO-D

GRO-D D GRO-D

GRO-D

they said her liver was in failure and not functioning properly. This
meant that she could not start the Leukaemia treatment until her liver
function improved. This was a major setback.

Doctors said the Hepatitis had caused: D s liver to fail. They

consulted with their colleagues and they suggested a holding
treatment that could be used in the meantime.

D was prescribed the holding drug Vincristine to take whilst the

doctors waited for her liver to recover sufficiently. During this period
D suffered with very high temperatures, this caused her to have

fits known as Rigors.

This holding drug is a relatively gentle cancer treatment, which is
usually prescribed along side other cancer treatments. It is not used
normally as a treatment on its own.

Unexpectedly whilst taking this drugi D :wentinto remission for a

(EREEEE R R

second time.i D ’s condition improved before Christmas 1987 and

she had perked up enough to leave the hospital in a wheel chair for

short outings such as Christmas shopping with me.

D_iwas a very keen horse rider; she loved her time in theé GRO-B

GRO-B \On the odd occasion when she was allowed home from the

B
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she would get fit so that she could continue with the hobby that she

loved so much.

D recuperated at home in order to get her strength up so that she

______________________

could have an Autologous Transplant. This is where Doctors collect
stem cells from the spine; they then clean and grow these cells before
injecting them back into the body.

Unfortunatelyifh D could not be given a bone marrow transplant

chemotherapy in order to kill any Leukaemia cells left in the body.

They then injected the processed stem cells in the hope that her body

would accept them leading to recovery.

This procedure was given in the spring of 1988. Before proceeding,

the doctors from Bristol discussed! D is situation with their

colleagues all around the country. Her course of treatment was

decided upon with the advice of these colleagues.

...................

operated on_ D to cure the nosebleeds in her cubicle on the ward.

It was found to be a piece of plastic in} D 3 es nose, which was
causing the bleeds, presumably left there acmdently after a previous

procedure.

Despite herillness; D :would light up every room she walked |nto

....................

People were always drawn to her; she was a very bright glrl D
made a huge impact on the Dr's and the hospital staff.

D ilived a very full life. She used to love singing and was pitch

perfect. People would say that with-a bit of training: D iwill go far
=4
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with her talent. My wife remembers feeling the sadness comments

like this would bring, knowing how ill our daughter was.

We spent as much time as possible with; D iin hospital. My wife

vowed never to be miserable aroundi D iand never to leave her

side; she used to sleep on the hospital floor. There were parents in

that.

her. We had letters from; D Esaying thank you for helping her.

When

D iwas in hospital, GRO-B decorated her cubicle; we did the

best we could to make it the happiest place on the ward for her.

She had terrible temperatures so had to constantly have all of the

windows open and fans on around her bed. It was freezing.

My wife arranged foré GRO-B a famous horse rider to visit

D

[

in hospital. He was completely overwhelmed withir D ‘and

...................

invited her to his stables once she was better. She made such an

impact on everyone she met.

better.;

D

an Olympic horse rider medallist also visitedi D iin

managed to accept this invitation and had a wonderful

time riding with

When

GRO-B

D was in hospital she often couldn’t eat, she was skeletal

and had yellow skin. "D suffered greatly throughout her treatment

___________________

complaining of stomach aches, nausea, and other side effects.

GRO-B

helped

D

to visualise her situation, which helped her to

keep fighting. When she regained some liver function | helped her to
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visualise her liver as having tiny green shoots growing out of it
symbolising it repairing itself.

Unfortunately inn D 1988,GRO-Biand | were told that our daughter
wasn’t going to make it and that she had around three days left to live.

It was during this time that we found out she had been selected to

compete in a GRO-B competition. She was absolutely adamant

..........................

that she wanted to participate so we took her. We didn't tell her about
the three-day diagnosis at that point.

A nurse from the hospital came along to the competition with us.

D was on morphine at this time but amazingly she managed to

compete in the competition. She competed in cross-country and show
jumping as well as having to prepare her pony for the competition. In
between events she would crash out on a table.

The girl that won went on to raise lots of money for Cancer and

Leukaemia in Childhood {CLIC} in tribute toil D EThe nurse was

so impressed withk D Eshe had never seen anyone do something

Soon after this competition; D Easked her mother if she was dying

andEGRO-Bisadly told her that she was.iGRO-Bitold D i“that they

__________________

couldn’t get her marrow right and you know what that means?”

D  isaid to her mother that she didn’t want to live if she couldn’t do

the things she wanted to do with her life.

They gaveé D more blood after this point. GRO-BEremembers

D being so brave and saying ‘if it had only been flu — didn’t we

have a good time!’ describing the happy times she had experienced
during her illness.
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My wife and | asked to bringé D home for her final few days and

the hospital agreed. She was given oxygen at home and; GRO-B

administered her morphine. She had breathing difficulties, which had
been caused by the blood transfusions.

When she got home: GRO-Byecalled that D  crawled up the stairs

because | had had a bad back, an example of how selfless and

determined our lovely daughter was.

Our son | GRO-Bwas 18 at the time, and found the situation very

difficult to deal with. | recall that on the day she died he went to
college to enrol, he didn’t come back until a lot later in the day. By the

time he retuned; D had passed away. We feel that he couldn’t

deal with what was happening to his little sister.

D died at home on GRO-B  11988; a month after she had

{GRO-D! D GRO-D

been given the three-day prognosis. In the time between the initial
three-day prognosis and her death she had the best time taking trips
to Cornwall and participating in the horse riding competition.

As sad as it was, we feel that we were in some ways fortunate that we
were able to be with our daughter when she died, not all parents get
that opportunity.

| couldn’t help wondering if it was a wise decision for us to agree the
Autologous transplant, as she seemed so much better up to that

point.

GRO-D

10
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Doctors prescribed her Paracetemol but could not prescribe much
because of the damage it could do to her liver. They also prescribed
Intravenous antibiotics that caused her severe tummy pain.

The Doctors did not understand how she could be in pain so
continued to contact their colleagues to see how they should proceed.

The doctors said to; GRO-Biwe give her this antibiotic treatment or she

dies. They were treating the infections with these antibiotics, which
caused the high temperatures.

Neither myself of my wife were ever given any warnings about the

safety of the blood. Wheni ________ D r eceived her second tranche of
treatment | do recall overhearing a Doctor saying to a colleague,
‘make sure you give her the right blood’. | didn’t think anything of this

at the time, | assumed he meant the right blood type, but now | think

he could have been talking about giving D ithe safe blood. | don't

know in what context this was said so cannot establish the full
meaning.

| believe that there must be a great deal of cancer patients that
suffered these same horrible consequences as we have done; | know
that many were given blood and blood products as part of their
treatment.

Section 3. Other Infections

As far as we are aware: D iwas only diagnosed with Hepatitis. We

have no idea whether she was infected with anything else.

11
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As; D Ewas a child we had to agreeémbm_"s treatment. We had to

put our trust in the hospitals expertise; she was fighting for her life.
Had we know that there was a risk of her becoming infected with
virus’s through the blood we would have asked more informed
questions.

Section 5. Impact

GRO-B: and | have spent the years since: D is death wondering

where the Hepatitis came from? An answer to this question would be

helpful. | can only assume thatt D ihad a compromised immune

system after the chemotherapy and as result, her Hepatitis infection
progressed and allowed the Leukaemia to take over again.

As far as the hospital and we were concerned,; P had made a full

recovery from the Leukaemia. They couldn’t understand why it had
come back. On reflection my suspicion is that the Hepatitis was partly
responsible, her immune system was seriously compromised by the
Hepatitis infection.

We believe that the absolute worst thing a parent has to face is

dealing with a dying child. Before§ D was iIIEGRO-B raised money

for CLIC after hearing the story of a little boy who had died. She
recalls how ironic it was that she was then helped by that very same

charity when her own daughter was ill.

12
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D Isillness has had a huge impact on her brother; RO-B. He was

5 years older thani D | he was 13 when she was first diagnosed

younger sister. i_qgg_—ﬁ_iand | always felt guilty for not being able to

giveiGRO-B:the attention he needed whilst we were supportingg D

through her illness.

Thankfully he achieved a degree and managed to obtain a good job
as a Systems Analyst, but his life will always be impacted by the loss
of his sister.

We suspect that he has a degree of ‘survivor's guilt’ He has two

children, a son,é GRO-B iaged 12 and a daughter; GRO-B %aged 9. He

Throughout: D s illness! GRo-B:EandIfeIt powerless there was

nothing we could do to help our daughter. We could only be there for
her which we believes was the most powerful thing.

At this time there was no support for siblings to help deal with the

situation. We believe that: p is illness and death has affected

| GRO-B §Iife. No one ever asked about or offered to provide counselling

services for him.

GRO-B says that there is a word to describe people whose spouses

have died, Widow/Widower; a word for someone whose parents have

died, orphan. However there is no word for parents that have lost a

child because it is beyond words.

...................

on. My wife and | find it very difficult thinking about all the things we

13
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miss out on. It is also painful to talk to our friends about their
seemingly perfect family lives with their healthy children.

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support

82. : D iwas not treated for her Hepatitis infection, as | have already

mentioned, her Leukaemia had returned. The treatment she received
related to that.

Section 7. Financial Assistance

83. My wife and | never received any financial assistance. | was lucky that
my employer was very supportive of me throughout my daughter’s
illness. | continued to work throughout.

Section 8. Other Issues

84. I want to know if it was common knowledge amongst the medical
profession and the political establishment that the use of blood around
the time that D Ereceived her blood transfusions carried a serious

risk of deadly viruses?

85. For my wife and |, this is not about compensation; this is about
establishing the truth in order that all those individuals affected and
infected can be provided with some answers. Additionally, to raise
awareness &0 that such traumatic life changing episodes can be
gvoided in the futyre.

14

WITN0662001_0014



86.

87.

ANONYMOUS

On reflection we have a strong suspicion that it was the Hepatitis that

caused: D o relapse so dramatically. We had no idea she was

infected and the virus was able to do its damage to her liver when her
body had already been so seriously weakened by the intensive
chemotherapy she had received. Sadly we will never know if that was
the case.

ofi D |n the summer before she died. As you will see she looks so

healthy and radiant. This is for the Inquiry only and | do not want her
picture publicised. Exhibit WITNO622002 refs.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed

Dated

GRO-B

22nd ey ll‘i,

18
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