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I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 13 May 2019. 
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and how the illness caused liver cancer, as well as the treatment she received 

for the cancer, and how the illnesses ultimately took her life. I will also speak 

E 

WITNO710001 0001 



3. My older sister, Judith Clarke (W0709) has also provided a statement to the 

Inquiry. 

4. 1 can confirm that I have chosen not to be legally represented and that I am 

happy for the Inquiry team to assist me in writing my statement. The Inquiry 

team has explained anonymity and I do not require any information to be kept 

private. 

5. My husband, Bob, was also present at the interview with the Inquiry team, 

6. In 1984, 1 began my first year at Nottingham University. My sister, Judith, was 

also at Nottingham University in the year above me. It was during this first year 

at university that both my parents were involved in a car accident, 
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accident unharmed and received only a fine. 
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Infirmary. When I arrived, the nurse warned me that it would be shocking, and 

Newcastle Infirmary to be close to mum. 

couldn't really move at all, as treatment was focused on resetting the broken 

bones. I believe she was only on an IV for a few days. 

14. I missed a lot of university that year as my sister and I were constantly travelling 

up and down to help dad and to visit mum. Transportation was always an issue 

- I was only 18 years old and although I had a driver's license it was a problem 

to hire a car. It was very expensive to do so. My sister Judith did not drive. My 

dad had suffered from a stroke in 1982 and mum had become his primary care-

giver. 
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15 Over the next couple of years mum had many medical issues such as leg 

swelling, rashes, ulcers, lupus, vasculitis and sepsis. Before the accident she 

didn't have these problems. She had been very healthy. After the accident she 

has problems walking and also couldn't use her hand very well, she had to 

H. 'V Ca nosis 
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17. The doctor told her that the HCV was a result of the blood transfusion/products 

she received after the car accident, as we always spoke about it as `something 

else the drunk driver gave her'. In any case, I am not aware of any prior surgery 

or illnesses that would have required her to have a blood transfusion. 
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take care of her liver. She continued to give blood regularly. She also didn't 

receive any warning that HCV could lead to cirrhosis or liver cancer. 
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already been tested. My test was negative but, to my knowledge, the rest of my 

family have not been tested 

22. To my knowledge, my mother did not receive any other infection as a result of 

being given infected blood, other than HCV, 

transfusion/products, she later developed cirrhosis and liver cancer as a result 

of having HCV. I will discuss this in more detail under Section 5 of this 

statement. 
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a conscious decision on the part of the medical professionals to sweep it under 

the carpet. They didn't want to open a can of worms that they would then have 

to deal with. 

Physical and mental impact 

26. In November 2010, mum and I had been on holiday in Dubai. It was very soon 

after that trip that I heard from my mum, telling me that she had been diagnosed 

with liver cancer. As mentioned in Section 4, we had no idea there was a 

possibility that she could get cancer as a result of having HCV, so we were both 

in shock. The doctor told her that they had caught the cancer early because 

they had been monitoring her for it. 

27. The cancer was initially treated with chemotherapy. I went over to the UK to 

take her to her first chemotherapy appointment at St James Hospital in Leeds. 

At that first appointment, she saw how ill other people looked and was 

devastated. She said, 'this is my life now.' Surgery to remove the tumor or a 

transplant were not options. Different trial treatments were also tried. 

28. Unfortunately I was only able to stay in the UK for a couple of weeks at this 

point. Both Judith and dad didn't drive and mum couldn't drive herself so it was 

hard for her to get to treatment, especially as she had appointments in Leeds, 

Sheffield and Manchester. She tried a patient transport ambulance service, but 

this meant she ended up having to wait around for long periods. My sister 

accompanied her to appointments often by train, which was very hard on them 

both. 

29. Initially the chemotherapy started to work, but it wasn't long before the cancer 

started to spread and the tumors got bigger. Mum then started a cancer trial in 

Manchester, but the side effects of this were bad, and she didn't like having to 

hang around all day. She was seeing doctors in Sheffield, Leeds and 

Manchester. On advice/discussions with her doctors and family she stopped 

treatments as they were not proving to stop the growth of the tumors and 
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30. She suffered a lot physically from the cancer and treatment for it. She lost her 

31. In June 2013, mum suddenly got much worse. Judith had called me to say that 

mum had bleeding varices, which was caused by cirrhosis of her liver. Mum 

There were a lot of violent people asking for alcohol, which scared mum. She 

didn't feel safe and I asked the nurse if she could move wards as there was a 
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33. As mum was the primary care giver for dad, and I had to return to the US, we 

had to find a place for dad to stay. We found a retirement home in Loxley for 

dad which was hugely expensive, but at least he was safe and being taken care 

off. 
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39. My family and I went back to the US and had only been back a week when I got 

a call from the nurse at the home to say mum wasn't doing well and only had a 

few days left. I went straight back to the UK. Mum passed away on 12 January 

2014. 

Stigma 

41, Neither mum nor we felt there was much stigma attached to her HCV diagnosis 

because we were told by the doctor that it wasn't a big deal. She also didn't 

appear to be suffering from it. She had been diagnosed with both lupus and 

vasculitis, but we never related any of these symptoms to HCV. The doctors did 

not discuss any of these symptoms could have been related, even though they 

were aware of the HCV diagnosis. 
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between HCV and liver cancer, so there was a sense, even from nurses, that 

alcoholism. She felt she had to explain to people that she wasn't an alcoholic. 

Although she would have a drink, her liver damage definitely wasn't caused by 

alcohol. 

tmpat on:privaté/famfiy and d socaJ life 

43. Mum always remained positive through the ups and downs, even during the 

times she was really struggling with her health. She never complained about 

her health or the situation she was in. She volunteered with the Samaritans, 

which helped keep her sanity. Mum was a really wonderful person. She 

continued to work as a health and safety expert in the civil service after the car 

crash, but took retirement just after her HCV diagnosis. She remained self-

sufficient. She was never not able to do anything and was always able to get 

herself to treatment until the liver cancer diagnosis. 

44. Two years before the car accident, dad had a stroke and retired on medical 

and visit us 2 or 3 times a year for up to a month at a time, and in the summer 

to she look after the kids. She also used this time to take a bit of a break from 
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55. When mum passed away, dad went downhill. He fell apart and at that stage 

was completely dependent so had to stay in the nursing home. He even had to 

have help showering. It's so upsetting because if mum was alive and stayed 

healthy he wouldn't have had to go to that nursing home. Dad passed away in 

September 2017 a very angry man. 

Section 6. Treatment/CarelSupport 

56. Before the cancer diagnosis, no treatment of any kind was offered to my mum. 

Much later on after being diagnosed with HCV, mum did her own research and 

discovered that there were treatments for HCV available which were not 

mentioned at the time of diagnosis. One doctor told her that treatment has bad 

side effects, implying it better not to have had it. At one point mum was very 

angry about this because she should have been offered this and allowed to 

make her own decision. Had we known about it, dad would have also 

encouraged her to take the treatment. Having gone through this all now, it's so 

wrong that she wasn't offered treatment. The cancer and her ultimate death 

could have been prevented 

57. After the cancer diagnosis mum used to go to St Luke Hospice once a week for 

crafts and activities. This wasn't so much support, but more of a reason to get 

out of the house. 

58. At no point have any of us been offered counselling or support. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

59. We first found out about the Skipton Fund after mum had been diagnosed with 

liver cancer in 2011. One of the doctors mentioned there was a fund for people 

who had been infected with contaminated blood. I was in the UK at the time and 

went online to find out more about it. The application deadline was approaching, 

but I had to come home to the US, so I had to leave it to Judith to fill out. 
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Section 8. Other Issues 

65. While sitting down to write about what we have been through, I realised how 

tough it is to think about. During the period when it was all happening, we just 

did what we had to do to get through it. We always blamed the drunk driver that 

caused the crash, who walked away from the accident unharmed and received 

only a fine, but in fact it was the contaminated blood and treatment she 

received, or lack of it, that actually killed mum. They could have treated the 

HCV, but there seemed to be a conscious decision not to. If the treatment didn't 

work for her, then that's fine. But at least they would have tried and we'd know 

that everything that could have been done, was done. 

66.1 feel guilt about not having done something earlier but we just didn't know. But 

we should have known more' In the early 2000s we didn't question doctors, we 

just assumed they had taken in the whole picture and done what was best for 

mum. I will always feel guilty for living so far away from mum in the US. 

67. Now that the contaminated blood scandal has come into public view, I expected 

the government to have worked in a different way. They should put their hands 

up and admit their mistakes, as they knew what was going on with contaminated 

blood and they haven't done everything that they should have done. 

68. The NHS has let patients down, which has led to the death of many people. We 

know accidents happen and that people may not always make the best 

decision, but I feel that those who are responsible have chosen not to act, when 

it is these people who need to take responsibility. 

69.1 do not have the names of mum's doctors or her medical records, but Judith, 

who has also provided a statement, does. 
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Statement of Truth 

1 believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true, 

------------- ----- ----- ------------- -, 
Signed GRO-C ______ 

Dated _... ;~ 
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