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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

FIRST WRITTEN WITNESS STATEMENT OF MEG YVONNE PARSONS 

I, Meg Yvonne Parsons will say as follows:-

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is Meg Yvonne Parsons. My date of birth is the ` GRO _C 1972 and I live 

John Parsons. We have been married for 18 years and have two sons, GRo_Ci 

(16) and GRO-C I (13). 1 work in a College supporting students with specific 

learning difficulties. 

2. This statement has been made in relation to my brother, Robert Peter Gibbs, 

(Robert) born on the! GRO-C 1970. He passed away on the 28' July 1991 

at the age of 21, as a result of AIDS caused by Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

(HIV), which he contracted through being treated with infected blood products. 

3. Robert was the son of Peter John Gibbs and Helen Joyce Hirsch as well as an 

older brother to Elizabeth Helen Gardner, (Liz) my twin sister. Our family resided 

in Bristol from 1970 until 1978, and then in Sidmouth, Devon from 1978 until 

1991. 
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7. As a result of Robert's condition he was treated with Cryoprecipitate from when 

he was first diagnosed until around 1975/1976. He was then treated with Factor 

Vlll. He was treated both at home and in hospital. 

8. There is now produced and shown to me marked Exhibit 'WITN1460002` 

Robert's Hospital Treatment Record including the relevant information 

concerning the products that he was treated with, such as the batch numbers 

and dates. As can be seen he was treated with Armour, NHS Lister, Alpha and 

Profilate. His records suggest that he was treated with both, heat-treated and not 

heat-treated blood products. 

9. Between 1971 and 1978, Robert was treated by Dr. Beryl Corner at the Bristol 

Children's Hospital. Between 1978 and 1991 he was treated at the Royal Devon 

and Exeter Hospital (Exeter). From about 1985 till he died (1991) he was treated 

by Dr Richard Lee (Dr Lee) (now retired) but I cannot recall the previous 

consultant's name. 
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10. My parents were not informed about any risks involved in being treated with 

blood products. 

11. There is now produced and shown to me marked Exhibit 'W1TN1460003' a copy 

of a letter from Dr. G. L. Scott to Dr. Whitfield dated 26^ March 1975, (copied to 

Dr. Beryl D. Corner, Consultant, of the Bristol Royal Hospital for Sick Children) 

together with the letter in reply from Dr. Corner, dated 2^° April 1975. Dr. Scott 

states that Factor VIII had a reputation of having "almost magical purposes". Dr 

Corner states in reply "I think it is most unfortunate that factor 8 has received this 

publicity because.., parents consider that it is vastly superior to cryoprecipitate 

and unless their children are getting it, they are not having the best treatment." 

12.As a result of being treated with contaminated blood products, Robert was 

infected with HIV. 

13. In 1985, Dr Lee explained verbally to Robert and my mother about the need for 

Robert to be taken to test for the infection of HIV, as there was a risk that he had 

contracted HIV from his Factor VIII treatment. 

14. At a further appointment Robert and my mother were told by Dr Lee that he was 

HIV positive. Robert was approximately 14-15 years old, however my mother 

cannot remember the date of the appointment and has no record of it. My twin 

sister Liz, and myself were approximately 12-13 years old at the time. Following 

the appointment they returned home and told myself, my sister and my Dad of 

the devastating diagnosis. This was out of the blue and completely shocking for 

us all, it was very difficult for us to absorb. 

15. Robert and my mother were told of the diagnosis by Dr Lee apparently with 

sensitivity. They had a good relationship with Dr Lee and respected him. My 

mother believes that he had a lot of sympathy for the situation and the 

diagnosis/information was communicated in a sensitive manner. 
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16. My mother cannot remember being given any information to understand and 

manage the infection at the initial meeting with Dr Lee. However they were told 

by Dr Lee that HIV could be spread through bodily fluids, i.e. blood: open wounds 

and cuts as well as sex. 

17. Personally no one gave me any information, or made me aware of the risks apart 

from my mother telling us to be careful. The only information that we had about 

HIV and AIDS at the time of Roberts diagnosis came from the media, including 

the shocking tombstone advertisement on TV, as well as some information at 

school, which was minimal. 

18. As a child I was really confused and worried that I might catch AIDS. At times we 

helped Robert with his injections, we had close physical contact with him. 

Potentially it was dangerous. 

19.I recall one occasion where Liz and I were put at risk of infection. We were 

walking to school and saw a crowd of people ahead of us. Robert had fallen off 

his bike and he was bleeding heavily. At the time nobody knew that he had HIV, 

therefore his school friends did not know of the risks. Liz and I tried to stop the 

bleeding, we had blood on our hands and tried to prevent others from having any 

contact with his blood. We took him to the local hospital. 

20. We were at risk on a daily basis. On family day trips and holidays we often drank 

from the same drinks bottle and used the same toothpaste. We could have been 

infected as Robert suffered from bleeding gums. 

21. During the last couple of weeks of Robert's life, due to our broken family's 

situation, my sister Liz and I nursed him at home, we were given no guidance 

regarding the risk of HIV infection. We were aged 18 and followed our common 

sense. 

m 
W 

WITN1460001_0004 



4 D iii` • ••I • ~• D` • i • • 

Hepatitis C. 

high probability that he had from contaminated blood products. 

26. 1 am not aware of any other infections that Robert had as a result of being given 

Iii 

27. Robert had regular check-ups at the Haemophilia Centre, I believe quarterly, 

when blood samples were taken. We did not know what he was being tested for; 

to our knowledge they were regular blood tests relating to his Haemophilia. 
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28. Robert was a child so he was tested for HIV with my mother's consent. 

Section 5. Impact 

29. For Robert the diagnosis was a life sentence, with no life prolonging medication 

available. He had been tragically infected as a young child with HIV by his 

Factor VIII treatment. 

30. Mentally the diagnosis was very difficult for him to comprehend at the age of 14-

15. It was difficult for him to take on board the fact that he would never be able 

to lead a full life. 

31.The hardest thing was that we did not talk about Robert having HIV/AIDS 

amongst our immediate family, therefore there was a severe lack of family 

support for Robert, myself and my sister. The result of this was that we didn't 

now how each other were feeling. 

32. Physically the effects of having HIV/AIDS were devastating. At the time of his 

death he was a mere shadow of his former self. He was nothing more than a 

skeleton. 

33. When Robert was diagnosed with HIV at the age of 14-15 he requested that Dr 

Lee was always honest with him. He did not want anything kept from him, and 

Dr Lee respected this request. 

34. At the age of 17 Robert was diagnosed with cancer of the lymph system after 

discovering a small lump in his neck. Dr Lee told Robert that the cancer was a 

sign of the HIV developing into AIDS. This was a devastating blow for Robert 

and he was obviously very shocked to have cancer, but even more shocked to 

know that his life was going to be so short. He had an operation to remove the 
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lump and had a course of chemotherapy. Robert never regained his full strength 

after having cancer and his health from then on deteriorated. 

35. At the age of seventeen Robert was in his prime; an intelligent, well built, 

handsome young man, but the chemotherapy hit him hard, He lost weight, lost 

his hair and struggled to continue with his A Levels at school. 

36. He continued to lose weight, and had several stays in hospital. He deteriorated 

very quickly in the months leading up to his death. He had a persistent cough 

and he was very weak. He spent the weeks leading up to his death in hospital, 

where his body could not cope with the AIDS associated infections. 

37. Our parents divorced three months before Robert's death, the situation had 

already ripped my immediate family apart. My father bought a small house in

Exeter for the three of us to live in to give us some stability at this devastating 

time, my father had his own house so he wasn't residing there. Robert decided 

that he wanted to die there rather than in hospital, or due to the current family 

circumstances at our family home in Sidmouth. Two weeks before his death he 

left hospital and he was brought to our new home by ambulance. 

38. My sister Liz and I nursed and cared for Robert for the last two weeks of his life. 

He was skeletal; he had a collapsed lung, and was losing control of his bodily 

functions. We nursed him day and night, we were only 18 years old. We had 

support from our father,; GRO-D 

G RO-D 

GRO_D ;she had shown nothing but devotion and commitment to 

caring for Robert. I believe the tragic circumstances, and Robert's deterioration 

affected her mental health. 
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41. The next day Robert told me to stop busying myself and to come and hold his 

hand; he was at peace and knew that he was fading away. Tragically he died on 

the 28th July 1991, at the age of 21. It was; GRO-C before my sister and my 

19th birthday, and since then I have struggled to feel the joy of celebrating my 

birthday, its too close to the anniversary of Robert's death. 
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presume that they didn't. 

to be as normal a teenager/young man as he could. He was determined to live as 

normal a life as possible and he did not want to stand out as being different to his 

friends. He risked telling his closest group of friends about his HIV status, 

fortunately they kept it to themselves and proved to be very supportive of Robert 

right up until his death. He was lucky to have such trustworthy and supportive 

friends. 

46. Robert smoked cannabis with his friends, he found it therapeutic and it helped 

with his physical symptoms. 

that there was a risk of him infecting her. He was frustrated that during his 

lifetime he felt unable to have a physical relationship with a girl, this was 

something that he would have really liked to experience. 

G 
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music in his room, and I am sure he used music as a way to escape the 

uncertain and scary situation he was in. He requested several Bob Marley songs 

to be played at his funeral. 
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53.At around the age of 17 when Robert started to experience AIDS related 

symptoms, Robert was prescribed Retrovir (AZT) by his Consultant Dr Lee. This 

drug caused him to have a persistent cough, feel sick and he was told the drug 

treatment. During his final stay in hospital he was given his own room, he was 

never put in isolation. 

ID] 

WITN1460001_0010 



move out of the area. 
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same opportunities, so I believe that speaking about my future seemed 

insensitive. As a result of this, my parents did not discuss or show any particular 

interest in my future plans. 
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60. Robert's illness affected mine and my sister Liz's relationship with our mother as 

children and in our adult lives. As children we felt that her attention was taken up 

with Robert, this had a great effect on us, 

61.Our father was and still is supportive, he tried to help us as much as he could. In 

1993, two years after Robert's death he started a new life in Thailand. 

62. Lacking parental guidance as a direct effect of Robert's illness forced me and my 

sister to become independent and to make our own decisions from a young age. 

63. Robert's illness affected my parent's relationship. By the summer of 1990, our 

parents' marriage had fallen apart, and when our mother was on holiday with 

Robert in 1990 she met Tom, an American, who later became her second 

husband. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.GRO-D 

64.In the Spring of 1991 (three months before Robert's death) my parents divorced. 

65. After Robert died, our already broken family went our separate ways. In October 

1991, two months after Robert's death my mother moved to Florida. GRO-D -
--- ------------------- ----- ----- ----- ------------- ----- ----- ----- 

------------- G 
RO-D - 

----- ------------------- ----- ----- ----- ------------- ----- ----- ----- -------- - 

GRO-D I believe that Robert's illness affected her mental health 

66 GRO-D 

GRO-D 

67. This was devastating on Liz and I, our brother passed away; GRO-D 
-.-.- -.-.- -.-.-.-.-.-.- -.-.- -.-.- -.-.- -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- -.-.- -.-.- -.-.- 

-.-.-.G 
RO--- -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- 

- -.-.- -.-.-

68.After 17 years of living in America, she returned to the UK. 

IN 

WITN1460001_0012 



69. For as long as I can remember my mother has been  GRO-C

GRO-C The implications of this have resulted in profound 

consequences for us all. I believe that Robert being infected with HIV by infected 

blood products contributed to her problems. 

70. My mother is emotionally fragile and she currently is not in good health. I believe 

that her fragile mental state stems directly from Robert's HIV infection and his 

death. My broken relationship with my mother still causes me pain. GRO-D 

GRO-D 

71. Dad moved to Thailand in 1993, and is still very happy in his life out there. 

72.My twin sister Liz started at Southampton University in October 1991, She 

achieved a 2:1 degree in English and History and is a primary school teacher. 

73. I returned to Bournemouth University in October 1991. Liz and I were living close 

and we were a great support and comfort to each other. 

74. My sister and myself did not just suffer the loss of our brother, we also suffered 

the loss of our parents as they both moved abroad. My sister is and always has 

been my brick and she has been the main source of support for me. 

75. My own children have reached the ages that Robert was infected (approximately 

10 years old) and the ages when he was told about his infection (14115), it breaks 

my heart to know that his life was taken away from him. As our eldest children 

approach 17 this year, it is unfathomable that this is the age that Robert was told 

he had full blown AIDS. When adult life should have been beginning, his 

childhood and life were snatched away. 

76. This is the impact of the contaminated blood, it has ripped our family apart and 

has given us a burden of grief which still lies heavily on our hearts. Re-telling the 
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events now for the Inquiry opens these wounds and makes the burden weigh 

heavy on us. 

77. The impact of Robert being infected by HIV as a child has deeply affected my 

childhood and adult life, I continue to be traumatised by the events and 

circumstances of the past. 

78.There is now produced and shown to me marked Exhibit 'W1TN1460003' 

thoughts and memories I have written about this tragedy called 'Emptying My 

Head of Some Thoughts and Memories'. 

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

79. No counselling or support was ever offered to Robert or to myself or my family. 1 

believe that this was an absolute disgrace. The only health professional Robert 

ever talked to was his consultant Dr Lee. 

80.After Robert's death my immediate family were broken, and we were left to find 

our own way to grieve and deal with what had been a devastatingly traumatic 

time. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

81. Robert received approximately £20,000 from the MacFarlane Trust in about 

1989/1990. 

82.1 believe that Robert found out about the MacFarlane Trust from Dr Lee or the 

Haemophilia Society; however, I am not aware as to the application process or 

any pre-conditions imposed. 
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the trauma this has inflicted on myself and my family. I welcome this inquiry to 

investigate why this was ever allowed to happen. 

Anonymity, disclosure and redaction 

statement will be published and disclosed as part of the Inquiry. 

88. 1 do wish to be called to give oral evidence, 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 
-- ----- ----- ----- ------------- ----- ----- ----- -- -

! GRO-C 
Signed i . .... . , .... 

Meg Yvonne Parsons 

Dated: 12 April, 2019 

i " i z Z.r z~ 8 ° < 7 .YY x •ew - v ; 

q:  l. :•_s'L •. s r xu,.:.~y A . .:. :ve.. _~,..c .::tY:• . 'i ...vt . a~::.Y 7 1 M 

A~ 3 

a 

- ~ / 
~~~"~{-~,~¢4z"~ ~ Z ~X ~~~Y,f iH'J ~.• 1~ sz 

Y~~  
y ~ 

~EY.• 
~ _ 

4 R 

f a.3.i F y. Yy 
F 

,~e,~'.~'"gam•' u~,d Y:4'i a'vs^..F' . ,  ~. P' ` '"'  SE~Ya~s"~t§.f'Y '' tea a f'
'3 x 

a 
sz`~v 

2.
~ >r +xgta, YV ~~ f .E :f€n,j:• ,~•`}it" x~e'. 3s`d,•"''?S` s"4~c~x y'k,. "YVi.' 1 '~,a  ; ,pa xf.~ "!• 

WITN1460001_0016 


