lr Brandea

fe HMr Csrtor=Jones' (uestions arise from a letter, published in The Lenoet
of 29 Juns, fi'om Dr Hosemury digga, Director of the O:ford Haamophilia
Contras

2e The most recently developed Factor VIII therapsutio egent for ths
treetaent of haswophiliacs (of whom there are catimated to be some 3,000
in the UE) i lusan freese=dried eati=haewophilic globulin concemtratse
Follewing the iosue of product ldeences to two flrme, Trawvenol and
Serological Produets, to msritet this (importsd) msterial in the UK, the
Department esought afvice in Margh 1973 from & goup of experts on likely
tronds in methodn of treatment of haemophilia, The group reccmmended,
inter alie, thatz=

(1) the Department should consider ¢ entrally purchasing
mmen Factor VIII frem the twe firms who had been
grented product licences

(i1) the UK should edim to becoms selfesuificiont as soocn en
posaible by inorensing the production of humen Pactor VIII
wathin the NHJ.

3« 48 regards (1) it is not the Deportment's mormal prectice to make central
purchases of heslith servics gupplies but oentral *call=of¥' cuntrecta'’ were
arranged with the two firms. RIBs wero advised of the srrengements in
Qoteber 19735 and were told that expenditure oo purchaces would have to be
met from within exilsting allocaticnse Hecsuse of the epecial mature of
their position exceptions to this rule were mado in the cese of three formsr
BGa = Oxford, Shaffield aod OO Thomas' = who received additional ellceations
of £30,000, £15,000 &nd £10,000 respectively in 1573/74e Gommercial humsn
Fasctor VIII 45 very expensive; the two firma are charging 1Cp e umit.

Thus a major cperation might coat up to £8,000, Because of the bigh cost
ond authorities' currant financial d4fficuitisa tho uptaks of the material
durings the first seven months of the contract has boen fer below ths
criginelly estimated level of desmond = Travesol 1,355,230 uaita (L7% of
eotimate) and Servlogical Products 244,250 units (G of cutimaie)e

4e Incressed IH3 production of human Factor VIII depends in the first

place upcn an incresese in the eamount of plesmn made available by ths

14 Reglonal Transfusion Centres for fractiomatica et the Blocd Frodugts
Lebopatorye ixtra prodevotion of plagsa requires in varying degrees in
different deglionsl Gentres edditional facllities in terms of equipment

end/or staff end/or eccommodation. /4 rough estimete of the cost of eguipment
and staff required 4s approximately £200,000, moat cof it reourrings Recent
reports £rom Regional Trensfuaion Directors indicate that lLias are, mot
unerpectedly, uncble to make the necessary funds svaileble.

5¢ de ere currently exmmining with /GD the posaibility of zome special
financial essistance to Authorities for tho purpose DT iacreasing the
pupply of plesma, which will also be needed for increasing the production of
enother therspeutic meterial, plasma protein fraotioms

6s I ettach a draft reply which has been cleared with Med D4y, Supply and
Dr laycoglte

co Ir Hayqaaf Dp daiter B 0 B Gidden
Dr Duncan Thomes Mr John H3ZB
lMr C & Taylor kr Jeckson & July 1974

DHSC0100005_108_0001



PeQs1756 = MR LEWIS CARTER-JONES (Ecoles)s To asgk the Seoretary of State

for Sooianl Servicas if there is & nmrtm-:z of Factor VIIX
n the olinies where haemophilics patlienta er

demand; what stocks of mood quality humen Fs

held in tP“'- ‘f‘ Llted Kingdom; whether the com

holding & ks are lice d; eand if she wi

.‘]fs—.l..'.,."'.s.:tg

Pelle1755 = I 3 CARTER JONZS (Locles): To ask ths Usoret ary of State

'-':J-;LA. Services if her depertment wlll purchose the
guantities of Pactor VIII to eme ""”J that on demand
re supplied with the a 1t needed for their

imm trestment; and if 1o will meko a statament.

Pole1756 = MR LEVIS~CART R-JONES (Ecoles)s - ¢ ‘“-r:-"*'&tﬂz*_‘;.-' of State

*vices if she will 4nit ;.U‘L%:L!- of tha

prasent 'on=lenand' treatment by Yector VII
to Efa}udg & E;_J tiac‘ y system in usj‘.: the

amselves, i.~=;r ralativas or
and i.’—.“ ghe will make &

atatar i'.';!l.-o

®Phe supply of Fector VIII produced within the Neticnal Health Service
18 st present insufficiend for the optimum treatoeni of heemopl hilde
patients. I hope thet it will be posaible to increasze sup pliea from
this source. Koauvhile product licences were issued leat year {0
f "\"'43,._'1
thia commercoial material.
to malke contral pirchases
tut central contracts were

faollitate the rarchass of this material by Heslth Authori

I recognise the dosirability of enabling these patienta to re

treatment at home but progres 3'11” thin direction ip li_‘:cl;: to &
largely on tho extent to which production of Factor vILI

Ratioral Pealth Service can be Ancreased,”
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