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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

SIXTH WRITTEN STATEMENT OF BRENDAN BROWN 

ON BEHALF OF NHSBSA 

I, Brendan Brown, Director of Citizen Services of National Health Service Business 

Services Authority ("NHSBSA"), will say as follows: - 

1. I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry 

Rules 2006 dated 19 October 2021 ("the Request"). As with my first five 

statements, this statement is based on information available to the NHSBSA 

from its records of the England Infected Blood Support Scheme ("EIBSS") and 

the knowledge of members of the EIBSS team. I have made clear where the 

information is from my own personal knowledge. 

Section 1: Introduction 

2. My full name is Brendan Craig McMahon-Brown (known as Brendan Brown) 

and I am the Director of Citizen Services at NHSBSA, based at Stella House, 

Goldcrest Way, Newburn Riverside, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE15 8NY. Details 

of my professional background and career are set out in my first statement. 

Section 2: Response to questions in Rule 9 request 

In response to Issue I of the Request 
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"28. Certain data was shared by the AHOs with NHSBSA. However, as 

explained above, the decision as to which records and the extent of the 

records that were shared was determined by the AHOs and those 

decisions were not within the gift of NHSBSA. The AHOs shared 

beneficiaries' information that consisted primarily of reference number, 

name, date of birth, contact details and current payment information, 

which was passed electronically to NHSBSA. Any previous paper 

applications, letters or correspondence (either e-mail, telephone 

recording or letter) as well as any system notes, were not passed to 

NHSBSA. The fact that previous physical application forms or 

notes/correspondence were not shared was outside of the control of 

NHSBSA, as the AHOs were unable/unwilling to share this information 

with NHSBSA". 
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aimed at bringing greater parity between the different schemes 

operated throughout the UK. NHSBSA is fully in support of these 

changes, as they will deliver very positive additional support for EIBSS 

scheme members. In particular, the planned change to support for 

bereaved partners (to increase annual payments for bereaved partners 

to an automatic 100% of their partner's annual payment in year I and 

75% in year 2 and subsequent years, in line with the Scottish model) is 

very welcome indeed, and is one that the NHSBSA knows will be 

extremely well received by beneficiaries. 

260. All changes will realise additional financial support and will help 

current and future beneficiaries. We are keen to work with DHSC to 

deliver these changes to EIBSS. Beneficiaries will be kept up to date 

with the development of these changes through broad updates on our 

website until we are able to update individual beneficiaries on what 

these changes mean for each of them. " 

6. As a result of the announced changes, the specification for EIBSS (agreed 

between the Department of Health and Social Care and NHSBSA) was 

updated. In order to administer the new rules, EIBSS needed further 

information about historic payments made to beneficiaries. 

7. I explained in my first witness statement that the Skipton Fund was a 

company that administered infected blood support payments prior to the 

commencement of EIBSS. Around the time that EIBSS was set up there was 

a change in the directors of the company, the then existing directors resigned 

and two new directors based at law firm Russell-Cooke LLP, were appointed. 

I will call the new directors the replacement directors. To assist the inquiry, I 

have checked the publicly available information on Companies House to find 

out when the current directors were appointed. According to Companies 

House information both of the current directors were appointed on 5 

September 2018. This is the link to the Companies House info: SKIPTON 
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FUND LIMITED people - Find and update company information - GOV.UK 

(company-information.service.gov.uk). 

8. The privacy notice on the Skipton Fund's website 

www.skiptonfund.orq/privacyphp explains: 

"The Skipton Fund Limited is listed on the Information Commissioner's 

register of data controllers under Registration Number Z9195222. For 

data protection law purposes, we are the controller of all personal data 

held in our archives. 

The Skipton Fund Limited is no longer active. We store historic 

information including personal data relating to people who applied to 

The Skipton Fund Limited for funding, as well as records of 

correspondence with beneficiaries and their families and carers. 

We also store historic information relating to the following 

organisations, which have now closed: 

• The Caxton Foundation 

• The Eileen Trust 

• The Macfarlane Trust 

• MFET Limited 

We use this historic information to respond to requests from people 

whose personal data is held in our archive, or from their relatives or 

authorised representatives. These requests can include subject access 

requests (see Your rights below) as well as requests to share personal 

data with a third party such as the England Infected Blood Support 

Scheme (EIBSS)." 

9. EIBSS therefore engages with the replacement directors of the Skipton Fund 

Ltd through Russell-Cooke LLP regarding requests for beneficiary information, 

as the Skipton Fund Ltd is now the organisation responsible holding, and 

making decisions about, each of the AHO's data. 
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Directors is. 

DSA with the Skipton Fund Limited, to enable the sharing of payment related 

information to enable us to make the announced parity payments. This route 

allowed us to obtain specific data, for a defined purpose, for 197 beneficiaries, 

without the need for EIBSS to contact the beneficiaries and ask them to 

request this information from the Skipton Fund (administered by 

Russell-Cooke LLP) directly. 
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registrants are not deceased before correspondence is initiated, and if not, 

why not. 
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I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

G RO-C 

Signed
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