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skin canver following photechemotherapy for psoriatis.) So
many centfes took part that 1h¢ data fiom cach are unbilely
1o be’miwible, it dacks proper controls, and its subgroups ure
hopelessly mixed. Significant changes. were mostly found in
those who alieady had skin cancer or who had been 1cated
with jonising irradiation. .

We know that §-methoxypsoralen and UVA can be made 10
Flay nasty wicks in the laboratory, but 6 ¢an the 1ar prepara-
tions which we quite rightly continue 10 use for psoriasis. Most
things produce laboratory cancer.if applied.with sufficie »
determinztion: the question is whether they do 30 in real life.
The encuse which I have alreudy heard for this N.EJM.
paper’ s that it will a1 least stop people and mnake them
think--suntruc, alas, since those who areé stopped by it are the
Teastlikelytoindulgein tharactivity,

Photochemotherapy is the most exciting, acceptable, and
cost-eflcitive 1reatment for profiasis we now have? but before
its use can be extended we must collect real evidence 2bout his
risks. We would be making @ good s1an by rejecting the recent
parer of Sterneralt
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) POST-TRANSFUSION HEPATITIS AFTER
! PROTHROMBIN COMPLEX CONCENTRATES

Sir,~~The report by Dr Wyke and cofleagues (March 10, p.

520), shawing 2 hich incidence of feral and nos-fa2al.posts

s transfusion hepatitis after administration of prothrombin cor

: Plex concentrates (F.C.C.) to Jiver-diséasc patients, is worrying

10 those who use p.¢.¢. for liver. biopsy in patients with scvere

< coagulation defects. Alihough our eaperience? is not so drama-

.o 1i¢ a5 that of Wyke et al. (only 1 case of post-transfusion hepa-

Lo titis ovt of 32 treated patients) the danger emphasised by these

N invgstigators must be serionsly considered, Un the oiher hznd,

the clinician is ofien confronted with patients in wbom biopsy

. is essential for diagnosis but in:whom coagulation abnormali-

. tics make the procedure hazardous. i

. Swicdih experience over a period of 10 years offers a season-

able solution 1o this ditemma, In Sweden, commercially avail-

able P.C.C. is prepared from & small pool of donors originatisg

from Scandinavian countries characterised by a low incidence

of post-transfusion hepatitis. Long-term follow-up of.treated.

paticnts has shown that strict 2dherence to the small-pool con-

cept has resulied in a very Jow incidence of post-transfusion

hepatitis,? suggesting the usefulness of this approach in the

prevention of the infection. Dr H. Kjellman tells me that
urther follow-up sirepgihens the resulis published in 19764

Comunercial and non< cial ufacturers of r.c.C.

should be encouraged 10 make available, 25 past of their pro-

duction, special preparations made from smajl pools of donors

with Jow risk of transmitting hepatitis. These fractions tight

. be clectively used in liver disease, mild hemophilia B, and in

paticnts who, having reccived'a small number of transfusions

are not immunited against the agents of post-transfusion hépa-

titis and are at higher risk.* Afier multiple transfusions, such

- risk is Yikely 10 decrcase®* and patients could be switched to

. treatment with concentrations made from larger donor pools.

. ‘This policy shovld also be applied 10 similar groups of patients

with hzmephilia A and von Willcbrand’s discase. Since the
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by benefits, natjonal he zlth authosities should accept this 2dd;-

<ost-to the community of these special fractions is outweighed ,
tional financial burden. " )
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