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skin canxr following photcchcmoihcrapy for psoriasis.[ So 
many centres 1001 pan that the ernes from each are unlikely 
to be'mieible,it lacks proper controls, and its subgroups are 
hopelessly mixed. $ignificant changcs.were mostly found in 
those who already had•skin cancer or who had been treated 
with ionising irradiation. 

1Ce know that 8-methoxypsoralen and UVA can be made to 
play nasty tricks in the laboratory, but so can the tar pIrepara• 
lions which we quite rightly tontine to use for psoriasis. Most 

• things produce laboratory cancer it applied with iuffscie -
detcrntinauan: the question is whether they do so in real life. 
Th excuse which I have alrt'+dy heard for this A-E,7JIf. 
papers is that it will at least slop people and make them 

• think- .untrue, alas, since those who are stopped by it are the 
• least likelytoindulgein that activity. 

1'hotoehemotherapy is the most exciting, acceptable, and 
• cost -tITc. tine treatment for psoriasis we now haver but before 

its use can be cxrendcd we must collect real evidence about its 
risks. tt'e would be making a goad s'an by rejecting the reccni 
paper of Stern et a!! 
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POST-TRANSFUSION HEPATITIS AFTER 
PROTIEROhlBlli COhiPLER CONCENTRATES 

• Staff  The report by DrWyke and colleagues (March 10, p. 
520), '~8.g.b.:11 in6d i.&—oLf 1xl-IId~onsaial 
transf~titis  after administration cfprothrombin-eons. 
plea concentrates (P.c.c.) to livcrdisease patients, is worrying 

• to those who use e.e•.c. for lherrbiopsy in patients with severe 
= coagulation defects. Although our eaperienees is not so drama-
* tic as that of Wylie ct al. (only I case of post-t ransfusiori hepa-

this out of 32 treated patienrs) the danger emphasised bytbese 
invest;rasors mist be ecxiously- con siacr~e : at cot  nd~ 
the clinician is acien confronted with patients in whom biopsy 

• is essential for diagnosis but it :wihom coagulation abnormali-
• ties makethe procedurehazardotss. 

• Ssvcdi(h experience ovLLer a period of I 0 years oilars a reason-
able solution to this dilemma. in Sweden, commercially avalll 
able p.c.c. is prepared from a small pool of donors originating 
from Scandinavian countries characterised by a low incidence 
of post-transfusion hepatitis. Long-term follow-up o('.treated, 
patients has shears that strict adherence to the srnall-pool con-

pt has resulted in a very low incidence of post transfusion 
hepatitis,' suggesting the usefulness of this approach in the 

• prcycntion of the infection. Dill. l:jdlman tells me that 
urtherfollov. upstrengthensthresultspublisbedin2926' 

Coauncrcia! and non-commercial manufacturcra of r.ce 
should be encouraged to make available, as part of their pro-

•_ duction, special preparations made from small pools ofdonors 
with low risk of transmitting hepatitis. These fractions might 
be electively used in liver disease, mild ha:mopbilia B, and in 
patients who, having reeeived'a small Dumber of transfusions 
are not immunised against the agi nts of post-transfusion hepa-
titis and are at higher risk.'' After multiple transfusions, such 
risk is likely to dcerca'sc'-4 and paticnis could be switched to 

• treatment with concentrations made from larger donor pools. 
This polity should also be applied to similar groups of patients 
With hxmophitia A and von 1CSlkbrand's disease. Since the 

cost.to the community of thesespeeial fractions is outweighed by benefits, national h,ilth authorities should accept this addi-
tionalfinanc;alburdrn 
Anrtto B;a.ct:I Aenomt - -
Iled gyl;aan67b,rtobo,y Crue. 
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