TLL MURPHY died o slow
nd painful death-afterbeing
ivenablood transfu mnt?mt

ysaysthe British G
érnment is to blame. Now thm«‘
wani justice. not sympathy.

Bill, 59, was one of 12 men - all

haemophiliacs —~ who have died

DIE?

Report by Paul Burnell

thisye &rvi"hgpaiitis(
”uenmfempdh pod tran

Hapmophiliais hwmm%r dig-
gase in which the blsod fm}s (3
clot properiy,

Bill's son, Greg, believes his
father contracted the fatal
hepatitis C from can‘amw
inated blood in the early
1980s. But the disease was
only diagnesed in 1992,
even though'it had wealk-
ened his liver progres-
sively and his health had
been failin

Greg anf his family -
from “Liverposl ~ are
angry atthe Government’s
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refusal. “to  compensate
the transfusion victims.

My mother, sister and
myself - are  furious and
niot simply because we've
lost Dad,” said Greg, 27.

- The: Department of
Health has said that il
administered the blood
unwittingly -and operated

~within the eonstraints of
~medical knowledge.

. Greg, a jpurnalist, said:
“We don’t accept. that on

“two counts: Firstly most
of the blood eame from the

USA™ and many: of the

donors were homeless alco-
~holies, junkies and other
desperate. - people ~who

found an easy way to sap--

_plement their addictions.

“Secondly, the Govern-
ment has already set the
precedent. for settling the
cases . of - haemophiliacs
who acquired HIV.”

A~ Department. = of
Health spokesman said:
“We do not accept liabil-
ity as haemophiliacs were
given the best available
treatment during the
1980s.” -

WITN1944138_0002



