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MRS IRENE WATSON finished her employment here at the end of 
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ACQUIRED-IW4UNODEFICIENCY SYNDROME: AN UPDATE. 

The occurrence of acquired immunodeficiency  syndrome (AIDS) 

in haemophilic patients has strongly suggested transmission 

of the order by blood products and epidemiological studies 

have suggested it may be related to a transmissible agent_ 

Recntly it has been reported that a retrovirus, which may 

be associated with AIDS, has been isolated at the US 

National Cancer Institute. Similarly, in Paris, a retro-

virus has been isolated from the lymphocytes of a patient 

with haemophilia B who had AIDS. These reports should be 

received with optimism. The obvious benefits from such 

findings would be the provision of a blood test for both 

affected persons and donated blood - and in the long-term, 

the development of a vaccine. 

In Great Britain the number of haemophiliacs who have been 

reported with AIDS remain at 2. Thus the incidence is less 

than 1 in 1,000 patients at risk. The relationship of the 

immunological abnormalities found in many heavily treated 

haemophiliacs at, centres throughout the world is uncertain. 

However, it is now clear from studies in Scotland, Australia 

and America that these changes occur whether the plasma 

source used for the concentrate manufacture is volunteer or 

commercial. 

It is possible that the immune, suppression produced by 

repeated exposure to clotting factor concentrates lowers 

the threshold for infection with the putative AIDS agent. 

There is evidence that different clotting factor concen-

trates have a correspondingly different propensity to 

induce these changes. This is a function of the character-

istics of the final product and the fractionation methods 

used to make it. . Thus prospects for resolving these problems 

are brighter for haemophiliacs than for other high-risk 

populations since improvements in plasma fractionation are 

likely to make it possible to remove or inactivate causal 

from therapollftr. produote. The heat-treated clotting 

factor concentrates which have been manufactured by many 

commercial companies and the NHS may be an advantage in 

this respect. 

FLnaety, THE REALLY GOOD NEWS .r a .the announcement kwr. the 
.koya4 Tkee tio4pi.tal, Speywood Labokato/tic4 and Genen-teeh, 
San FkanciAco, that the gene bon 6actok VIII 1204 been 
cloned and that baetok VIII ha.. been 6 yn.thea.t s ed .in Marnaat-
~.an cetp cut-tune. 1'tovided .this can be 4uacessbully bcated 
up, ufueh. clay -take eevenat yeaitd , 6yn.the-tic . factok VIII 
would be auaitabte ok u.e by haemoph.L aee. Cteahey ,this 
would gnovide a hepatiti,d and AIVS-bkee .thenapewtie paoduet. 

C.A. Lee MA MRCP MRCPath 
Senior Registrar 

The Katharine Dormandy Haemophilia Centre 
The Royal Free Hospital, LONDON, NW3 2QC 

The Editor writes:-

A Special Edition of The Bulletin on the subject of the 
synthetic production of factor VIII is in preparation. 
Members will recall Special Edition No 2, August 1981, in 

which Dr Tuddenham described the problems associated with 

factor VIII synthesis. 

It is estimated that the total cost of the work to date on• 
cloning the factor VIII gene and the synthesis of factor 
VIII is some £11.,000,000. The Society donated something 
like £8,000 to this process, mainly in the support of man-
power. 
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